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A highlight of the evening was a magnificent 
carvery generously provided by Helen and 
Wendy, of the WOs & Sgts’ Mess at St Georges 
Barracks. They not only prepared and cooked 
the carvery but also raised all the funds to pay 
for it. 

Another cause to celebrate was the   ---th 
Wedding Anniversary of Derek & Val Adkins. 
Our congratulations to them both. 

Watched by Mike Nelson, Terry Murphy and 
colleague of the Peter-borough 5x5 Challenge 
present their giant (in all senses) cheque for 
£2100.  
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Newsletter – January 2014 
Poppy Appeal Party 2013 
What a crowd! We gave up counting after one hundred had crowded into 
Stamford ACF’s Club Room on 27 November to celebrate our labours and the 
results of this year’s Poppy Appeal. It was, literally, standing room only for the 
latecomers. 
And we had a success to celebrate. Mike Nelson, our PAO, announced that our 
Poppy Appeal had already exceeded £33,000, with more still to be counted. He 
thanked everyone who had worked so hard for this success, especially the 
backroom workers who scurry around delivering and collecting Poppy boxes, 
counting the cash, and those who spend hours at the collection points and on the 
MDU. He led a general round of applause for all who helped. 
Our guest of honour, Grp Capt Damien Alexander, Station Commander RAF 
Wittering, then presented our Poppy Appeal certificates to our star collectors – 
those heroes and organisations which had each collected or contributed more 
than £100. Among the many recipients, some especially stand out – the 
Peterborough 5x5 Challenge Team (£2100), the ATC (£1257.07), the ACF 
(366.05), Keith Langley (£462.86) and Kevin Howard (£714.00), not to mention 
the collective efforts at the three supermarkets which raised £21005.33 between 

them. It was a particular pleasure to 
welcome representatives from 
Morrisons and Sainsburys to our 
celebration. Morrisons even 
contributed to our raffle which 
itself raised a further £145 for the 
Poppy Appeal. There is something 
about our Poppy Appeal parties, 
beyond celebrating the results of 
hard work, which seems to 
generate a great event; our many thanks to all who contributed – Mike Nelson, 
Grp Capt Alexander, Helen and Wendy, Roy and Marian, John Copeland, all the 
contributors to the raffle, all our collectors and the backroom volunteers.  
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Membership Renewals 
Membership renewal subscriptions for 2013/14 became due on 1 October. Three months later several ex-members have still 
not renewed. The final renewal date will be 10 January after which I must return non-renewed membership cards to Head 
Office. It will then be too late to renew. If you wish to continue as a Legion member, you will have to re-apply for membership 
all over again, as part of which payment of subscriptions will then be by direct debit. 
You still have time to renew by: 

- sending a cheque to me by post, with a S.A.E. to 17 Hanover Court, Stamford, PE1 1QA; 
- or, by appointment (Tel: 755208), by bringing your subscription to me at home; 

 or, by appointment, by bringing a cheque to me in the Friday market (I am already handling cash there so cannot 
accept Legion subs in cash).   

I also have available:  Membership Badges @ £4.each, Wristbands @ £1 each, Centenary badges  £1 each 

 Pat & I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and New Year.  
                        Brian Savory, Membership Secretary    

mailto:srbonde@hotmail.com
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford
http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford
http://www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL


Safeguarding the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or who have served in H. M. Armed Forces 
Registered Charity No: 219279 

2  

 

Branch Christmas Dinner 
We had a new host this year for our Branch Christmas Dinner and, for the first time, it 
was a Lunch not a Dinner.  We were the guests of SWO Barry Tanswell and his WOs’ & 
Sgts’ Mess at RAF Wittering, and they made us very welcome. The Bar was a dream – 
speedy, well-stocked, comfy and, above all, near half the price of bars in the real world! 
Then we all sat down in a bright, cheery dining room to traditional Christmas fare, 
beautifully served up by really helpful, cheery ‘volunteers’ – presumably the ‘you, you, 
and you’ type, but they did not show it! The Sergeant cook in particular deserves praise 
for producing with aplomb three coeliac vegetarian courses for my difficult daughter. 
Definitely above and beyond …  
After the meal, helped down by apparently 
unlimited quantities of wine and port, we held the 
raffle which also featured an auction of three 
Christmas cakes baked and donated to us by the 
chefs at St George’s Barracks; in all they raised 
£161 which we gave to our ‘volunteers’ in thanks 
for all their hoard work. The SWO has already said 
that he hopes that we shall be his guests again next 
year. 
I am sure that those present would like to give a 
very special thankyou to John Copeland who almost single-handedly set up and organised 

this event. Pat Savory, our Branch Secretary of course took the bookings and pre-registered everyone past the Guardroom, but 
without John none of this would have happened 
 

Remembrance Parade & Service 
I understand that members of another organisation, some of whom also happen to be Branch members, privately liaised with 
Stamford Police on changing the assembly arrangements in Broad Street for the Remembrance Parade & Service last 
November. 
The Remembrance Parade & Service in Stamford, in Whitehall, and everywhere else in the country is a civic event. It is led 
by Government and, at local levels, by City, Town, Borough and Village Halls. They rely heavily on the Royal British Legion 
for advice and, in Stamford, we coordinate with other groups, eg RAFA, RNA etc, on the make-up of the Parade and Service 
– but it is Stamford Town Hall which issues the invitations and organises the Police, health & safety, road closures, the Band, 
other civilian groups etc. The Service of Remembrance is led by the ‘First Citizen’ of the Stamford, the Town Mayor. 
It is therefore not for any individual or other group, even including the Legion, to negotiate separately with the Police or 
anyone else on introducing some new or private arrangement into the Parade, the Assembly, or the Service itself. If they wish 
to make some such arrangement, they must do so through the Town Hall, preferably before the day itself. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEXT COMMITTEE 
MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 15 January,  

Clare Close Community 
Room           

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL                  
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 22 January, Stamford AFC Club Room                              

 
A good time enjoyed by all 

 
The top table – Derek Gladman, Lt 
Graham  Harley, John Copeland, SWO 
Barry  and Mrs Tanswell 

 
How much am I bid? Catch! 

Branch Christmas Tree 

 
Did you manage to see the Branch 
Christmas tree in this year’s Christmas 
Tree & Crib Festival in St John’s 
Church? The message this year was 
‘1921 until today – Still Caring’.  Our 
many thanks go to Colin Francis, yet 
again, for continuing this nice tradition 
and for decorating the tree so well. 

Thanks 
My thanks to all those who last week 
sorted out, cleared up and cleared 
out all the Poppy Appeal materials 
and other clutter which had been 
dumped in my garage. It had got to 
the point where we could not get 
past the door. 
John Copeland, Shaun Arthur, 
Gordon Williams, Roy Prentice and 
Ray Beresford cheerfully and noisily 
laboured for three hours getting it all 
sorted out – my thanks to you all. 

My thanks also to everyone who has 
contributed to this newsletter 
through the past year, either through 
their activities to be reported, their 
suggestions on items to publish, and 
their criticisms on how it might be 
improved. Do keep them coming.  

Meanwhile may I wish all members 
a very Happy, Prosperous and, above 
all, a Healthy 2014. 

Steve Bonde, Editor 

Blue Disability Badges 
We have heard that Lincs County 
Council no longer send reminders when 
their Blue Disability Badges are about to 
expire. It can take up to 6 weeks to 
renew, so check well before the old one 
expires. There is, we hear, also a £10 fee 
now. 

Discount 
The new Ice Cream Café in Star Lane 
serves a wide range of ice creams, teas 
and coffees, and lunches. They offer a 
10% discount to the Armed Forces and 
have said that they will offer the same to 
Legion members on production of a 
membership card. They even do coeliac 
pizzas! 


