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Branch News

Christmas Message from you
Chairman

Az 2013 draws to a close, we look
back on a year of solid achievement
with your committes under the
Chairmanship of John S@ndish pro-
viding a gocd mix of after-meeting
events and public activities- coffee
mornings, Armed Forces Day and
Poppy Appeal - well supported by
local people. My hope is that we go
into the new year determined to
buwild on this foundation, to increase
cur membership and to support the
RBL Four Pillars of Comradeship,
‘Welfare, Representing the Service
Community, and Remembrance. This
last Pillar will be highly significant in
2014, a century since the start of
W . 5o | wish you all a very Happy
Christrnas. wherever and however
you spend it, and look forward to
seeing you at our first meeting of of
the year on Thursday 9 January.

Editorial Christmas Greetings

After twelve months with a new
oocupant of the Editor’s Chair, special
thanks and Seasonal good wishes are
due to the contributors for their
mteresting stories and to readers
who have given support and encowr-
agement. YWe must also say how
grateful we are to Prime Life Ltd and
their Amanda Ackerman for produc-

ing the paper copies since juns.

Children of C.of E. Sdhool having
placed their poppy crosses by the

Remembrance Concert

This annual event was performed as
usuzl by the Harborough Band in the
Baptist Church. The programme of
easy listening music alse mncluded
‘Sing-z-long” items in which the audi-
ence gave voice. The short act of
remembrance, with Standard Bearer
and comnet players sounding the Last
Post high abowe the pulpit, added a
note of solemnity to the oocasion.

Sadly, we report the death of Sidney
Jackson who died on |2t Movem-
ber aged 78. Fellow Branch members
were amangst thase who attended
his funeral on 264 Movember. Poor
health had prevented him coming to
Meetings for several years but he
maintzined an interest in the Branch
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and Legion.




With all the Trimmings
Christmas Fare from Around
the ¥YWorld

Although Roast Turkey is seen as the
traditional ingredient of the main
Christmas meal in many English speak-
ing countries, goose and duck are
sometimes used. Less usual birds like
quail, popular i some American
states,
and piar-
rigan is
eaten in
lceland.
[prarTigan
b 1"! When
meat is preferred, the post popular is
pork. In Morway pork belly roasted
to produce a crisp crackling, s accom-
panied by saverkraut but cured leg of
pork with a ball of Edam cheese
wrapped in red wax, is a Philippines
dish. Pork leg slow roasted is served
with a filled maize dough wrapped in
banana leaves would be on the wble
in some Honduras homes. A large
Christmas ham is served smorgasbord
style with bread in Finland and
garmrmon steak is quite wusual in lceland.

Roast beef does not appear to as a
Christmas favourite, but caribou is in
Greanland as & alk in some parts of
the USA. Curried goat can be part a
the festive meal in Jamaica and rein-
deer is ancther lcelandic choice. YWhat
some indigenows people of Greenland
regard as a delicacy, whale skin filled
with a strip of blubber.

In miginly Catholic cowntries, the main
meal 5 on Christmas Eve, wsually
eaten after a late Mass. Fish iz then
the basic ingredient but the kinds of
fish and how it is cooked differ widelhy.
Central European countries favour
carp and roast, fried and stufied
varieties are found. 5alt cod is used in
Spain and in Portugal where it is
bailed. In southern laaly, fried eel finds
fawvour and in Poland and Sweden
herring served inowine or cream sauce
is found. Cysters are the main Christ-
mas dish in some households n Yir-
gini, LISA_

Armongst the many alternatives to our
‘Plurn Pudding’ are sweet breads like
the lemon flavouwred, fruited Panet-
tone in Italy and the German Stollen
filled
w ith
brandy-
soaked
raisims,
Currents
and cher-
ries. In
the Canary islands they have flaky
pumpkin turnovers filled with sweet
potato and in Colombia a crisp fried
yeast dough drenched in honey or
syrup. The Dutch like marzipan baked
in puff pasitry brushed with apricot
jam. A butter-cream filled sponge
cake rolled and decorated to resem-
ble a log is a French desert

‘Sources.
wiwww wiyrchristrnas. comyoultures
W Iravelsort oom




How | spent Christmas
Edited extracts from notes written in
December 1715 by Ambulance driver
Holley Ashmore (the Editor's father)
serving at Mudros, on Lemnos, an
Agean island base for the Galipolli

Campaign.

Cin Christmas day we were exira busy
as we had to take patients from the
several hospitals here to the pier for
embarkation on the Acquitania, now a
hospital ship, for

| did get a bit of breakfast about 7 am,
a piece of bread and bacon under my
thumb with a little tea. Then on the
go till 230 prn when | am relieved to
get a bite of dinner but when | gt
back to our Camp | find that | and 2
pal are the last to arrive so there is
very little left which is stone cold and
consists of one potato, a small rough
piece of meat and a small piece of

pudding.

It = then back to

repatriation to Bric-
zin. This job i a
much brighter one
than taking them to
the hospitals as they

arrived from the fiald |- o e—re———————

HMHS Aquitainia painted white
and with Red Cross symnbols

of battle as they are
hoping of being very
shontly home.

the ambulance,
wiorking until 730
pm without a
break before
returning to camp
| o find there i no
tea left for me. At
a neighbouring
cook-house | beg a

The Acguitania accommodates large
numbers of patients (it had 4, 182 beds)
50 it is a great task to get them all
aboard. The men have to be moved
many times, first of all to be made
ready to travel in the Hospitals, then
they have to be embarked on the
Ambulances and prepared for a short
rough ride to the pier. There they are
disernbarked from the Ambulance and
taken to the Embarkation medical
tents awaiting transfer to a Red Cross
Lighter. This pliss back and forth to
the hospital ship, taking something like
three hundred patients each time.
Meanwhile we are still taking the men
from the hospitals so the work goes
on and on from & am b 930 p.

drop of tea and a

piece of bread and cheese but before
| could get it eaten an order came to
take a sick man to Hospatal. It is 9.30
pm before | return to camp where all
the boys are making merry with their
izsue of two pint of bear per man
which was enough to Ffiven up their
spirits until abowt lam next morning
when we had a few hours sleep uniil
& am befors getting up to go through
yesterday's routine again.
Editor's footnote This exceptionaly
busy period was following the first evac-
vations of alied forces from Golipall
marking the end of that unswocessfil
Compaien. For more gbout Hollay Ash-
more’s time at  Mudres  visit
www_greatwaranddad.net.



My Christmas Grand
Prix
Eeminiscences of an aged Eoad
Eunnoer
Cin @ recent, rare visit to London, |
Was Frenswing my acguaintance with
wiell-remembered areas from the top
deck of buses. After trawelling along
Whitehall my bus was held up for
nearly ten minwtes by the traffic lights
at Trafalgar Square. My mind went
back forty years; well, it's easier than
trying to remember what | did yes-

terday!

Back in the early Sodies | worked
from The Scotsman newspaper office
im Fleet Street The paper was sold
every day in the London area by
street vendors, station bookstalls,
shops and hotels. Supplies were
brought from Edinburgh to Kings
Cross by overnight train, arriving
about 6.30@m, and a team of drivers
collected copies for their daily deliv-
ery runs. 'YWhen | first started on the
ok, my run toock me to London
Adrport (as it was then known) drop-
ping off supplies en route.

At Christmastime, the English news-
papers were not published, wnlike
thosz m Scotland. This is not to
suggest that the Scots were any less
enlightened or spiritual than their
neighbours south of the border - and
they did make up for lost dme with
an extra bank holiday at Mew Year.
So, our jolly team of deliverers gath-
ered at Kings Cross on Christmas

mormning as on any other weekday
through the y=sar. This would have
been 3 somewhat wasted effort. of
course, if, as in these days, raibway
services had packed up on Christmas
Eve. In those far off times the overnight
express would steam in after its four
hundred mile journey and on board
were hot-from-the-press supplies of
The Scotsman dated 25 Drecember.
Increased quantities were printed and
extra sales outlets arranged to satisfy
the insatizble appetite of the English
and, of course ex-patriot Scots, for the
latest news.

50, back vo my thoughts on that recent
wisit. The capital is now a twenty-four-
hour city with many shops staying open
all might and bus services running
almost as frequently as in daytime. lt i
difficult. i not mpossible, therefore, to
visulise the centre of London com-
pletely devoid of traffic, but | am able
t recall pust such a situation.

Hillman Husky

At around seven o'cock on a |960s
Christrmas morning, drove up YWhite-
hall and around Trafalgar Sguare in my
trusty Hillman Husky at forty-cdd
riles an howr, with not another vehicle
in sight!

Gaorge Seward, then Editor, wrote

this for the December 2004 Esue




- A Wartime Christmas
An unusual festive ducy
recalled by Dick Fulford

Christmas 1940 - Aboard HM Yacht
Sister Ann’ moored at the entrance
to the River Fowey.

My first draft and introduction to the
Royal Mawy, after 3 months of initial
traiming. "Sister Ann" was the floating
office and Wardroom of the Parent
Ship for Coastal Forces Flotillas. Com-
mander YWhite RN Retired (very much
retired) was the Captain; a very kindly
cld man whose one and only hobby
appeared to be alcohol. | was asked if
| could use a typewriter. It was unwise
to say "Mo" to any task in the Mavy,
so | was allotted my first sea-going job,
to produce Christrnas cards for the
Captain. Someone had sent him a
greeting card, and being |240, when
times were hard, it was of a basic
standard and old Daddy VWhite was
eager to get it copied for his family
and friends. 5o, armed with sundry
sheats of Pusser’s toilet paper, | began
one of my first naval duties typing for
the Captain on each sheet the fiollow-
ing Christmas Greeting

Miscellany

o W

S0 who posted on Wilkileaks what

we are delivering?

Ecomomy mast be our waich-word this yoar.
Hard rimes we ve undeubtedly gor “om.

So planse accepd this fowizh vou ‘mood luck”

Which I do from the hearr af my bodtom..

It is fortunate for me that no grand-
child has yet asked "What did you do
in the war Grandad™

From fn Touwdch Decembar 2003

l’fL What is Santa's favourite
TR v,




Market Harborough Royal British Legion/Royal Maval

Association/Royal Air force Association

Late Christmas Lunch
Tuesday Tt January at the Angel Hotel - |1, for 12.30
£12.50 - pay on the day

Menu
Chicken Liver Pate with chutney and rustic bread
Melon and Crange segment cocktail with fruity sorbet
Homemade tomato and red pepper soup with rustic bregd
Prown and Crayfish Marie Rose on crispy lettuce and crowton sakad
k= =
Roast Turkey with traditionag! festive trimmings
Filtet of white fish on g bed of fried pototo with g chunky lesk sauce
Slow brased nugpet of beafin @ rich red wine and root vegetable grawy sarved on
mashed potato
Yegetarion Option
==
Troditional Christmas pudding with Brandy Souce loced with condied fruits
Cherry Bakewell cheesecake with ice cream
Frazh Fruit Solod with fruity sorbet
Fruity Meringue Rowlede with Fruits and cream

Txx

Tea or Coffee
Menu Choice by 30 December to To cancel a booking you must
Pat Middleton 01858 445827 phone The Apgel (01858
Betty Ramsay 01858 434923 4627012 before 10 am on the day
Margaret Cotor 01858 432023 or you will be charged.

Cither Christmas Lunches?
Two cannibals were sharing a meal together. One says to the other, "l don't
like my mother-in-law.” The other cannibal replies, "Just eat the vegetables.”

First scldier: 'Pass me the chocolate pudding, would you?®
Second soldier: "Certainly not, it's against regulations to help another soldier
to dessert”

BUD Ul FOY O FOF 3 2500 U] F
e pud giuz ‘und-daag 7 Awiunw o som dppop B ) SISMSUD 3DpIY
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Wheat's Geing @n?

Forthcoming Events
2014

4 |an County conference
Wigston Elms Social &
E=-Service Club. 2pm.

7 |an Late Xmas Lunch - see
rmenu on Page 7

2 |an After mesting event

22 Feb Branch Coffee Morning -
Harbrough Theatre

22 Mar Anniversary Dinner at
M H Golf Club

Late Extra

Congratulation to 1084 Sguadron
Air Tramming Corps cadets for their
top award in the Mational ATC
Marching Bands contest on 14
Movember.

Welfare
i you are aware of any one whao
qualifies for, and may benefit from
The Royal British Legion welfare
services please contact
Betry Ramsay
01858 434923

I Towuch Mext Month
A new front page, "Consequences’,
‘Remember this?, Mews, etc.

The views expressed in this newslelfer are those

Branch Contacts

Chairman
Rev. John Morley 01858 419714

revimorey{@itoktalk net

Wice Chairman
Brian Thomas 01358 431119
b.thomas | 73 4email.com

Secretary, Welfare & Youth
Batty Ramsay 01853 434323

betty.ramsay{@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership
Secretary
Myra Grewcock 01858 419517

myragrewcock{supanet com
8 Holdenby Cloze, MH. LEI& BJE

Poppy Appeal
Dave Prior 01858 540431
(Oiffice - & Fairfield Road MH LEI& 900
01858433492 pootean.rbiE bintemat com

Standard Bearer
Hilary Braxzil oo 01858 434923

Monthly Lunches
Les Moore 01858 463112

In Touch - Editor

Tom Ashmore 01858 433108
tashmore@ukvet nat

9 The Pastures, MH _ LEI& 9EA

Branch ¥Website
market:

represent those of the Bditor or the Markef Harborowgh Branch. The edifor reserves the
right o decide whal is io be pubiished and to edit malerial submited. No part may be

{Answer bo puzzle on page 8 is Mothing')
market-harborough

Thee neswsletter is anline at wiw britishlegion.org ukbranches!|



