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The Chairman of RBL Sawtry, Gordon 
Williams, and Kevin Howard make the 
draw for the winner of the first raffle. 

Darren and friends heaving for the 
Poppy Appeal – photo courtesy 
Amber Stakes 

 
Mrs Olive Thorpe and her grand-
daughter, Fl Lt Vicky Thorpe man the 
Poppy stand in Morrisons. Mrs 
Thorpe is wearing the Canal Zone 
GSM of her late husband Rupert 
Thorpe, and Fl Lt Thorpe is ADC to 
the Commandant of RAF College 
Cranwell -  photo courtesy Alan 
Patrick 
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Newsletter – December 2013 
Poppy Appeal 2013 
It is still early days but the Stamford Poppy Appeal 2013 has already passed £35,000 and is 
close to last year’s whole-year total of £35288.35. Our supermarket squads, with their 
military helpers, collected (Sainsburys) £4521.56, (Waitrose) £5716.06, and (Morrisons) 
£10767.71. The MDU collected over £1700 in just the final Friday and Saturday of the 
Appeal, helped by the magnificent efforts of two doggies from the MWD Unit at St 
George’s Barracks, the Cadets of the ATC and ACF, and Darren Rawnsley and his 
colleagues humping bags of sand up and down Ironmonger Street – they covered 17 miles!! 
Other notable contributors were the Peterborough 5x5 Challenge team who raised £1700 on 
their Remembrance Sunday 11 miles off-road race at Top Lodge. Lots of Poppy 

Certificates were presented to our star collectors at the 
Poppy Appeal Party on 27 November.  
Many of our backroom workers went as ever unheralded 
but we know who they are – those who stuff and 
distribute and collect in the Poppy trays and coin boxes, 
count the cash and bank it, erect and take down the MDU, 
organise the rosters, keep the shops topped up with 
supplies and empty coin boxes, stand on draughty street corners and in supermarket foyers, 
and many others, especially Mike Nelson who performed brilliantly in his first year as 
PAO. But the real star performers were, as they are every year, the good people of 
Stamford. Without them and their incredible generosity, we could achieve nothing. 

 
Des Res with all mod cons 
One of our members has come up with a brilliant money 
spinner for the Legion. He makes bird tables, like the one 
pictured here, and gives them to us to sell, or raffle, from 
our mobile display unit at the various shows and festivals. 
We have raffled three of them since October, raising a 
fantastic £714 for the Poppy Appeal. The bird tables are 
magnificent, at least 2 feet across, about 8 feet in the air, 
with through-flow air conditioning, all-round panoramic 
view, WiFi and HD ready. If you would like one, please 
ring Kings Cliffe Timber Products on  017780 479072. 
 

Branch Christmas Dinner 
We now have the final details for the Christmas Dinner.  The cost is £17.50 a head, including three course meal, wine at the 
table and port for the Loyal Toast. The menu is tomato soup, followed by a buffet choice of turkey or honey-roast gammon, 
each with all the trimmings, and white chocolate cheesecake or Christmas pud for dessert. The Mess Bar will open at 12.00 
noon and we sit down to eat at 1.00pm. Dress should be smart collar and tie (no T-shirts and jeans) and trousers or pretty 
dresses (the ladies). There will not now be a coach but our minibus will ferry groups of members from the Danish Invader 
from11.30am up to and from RAF Wittering; there will be £1 charge each way to cover fuel. 
Please tell Pat Savory (Tel: 755208) by 7 December your menu choices, and any special dietary requirements. If you are 
making your own way there and wish to avoid spending a long time in the Guardroom meeting all kinds of interesting people, 
please let Pat also have your car details - Car make/colour/registration and driver/passenger details - so that the Guard Room 
can pre-register you. Cheques (no cash) should be made to the Stamford Branch Social Account and sent to Keith Mellowes 
(not Pat) at 8 Oban Close, Stamford, PE9 2TT. 
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Welfare 
For various reasons, the Branch no longer has any 
qualified welfare case workers. We therefore no longer 
have a Welfare Committee. We have instead a Welfare 
Representative – Steve Bonde – whose role is simply to 
report the bare bones of any welfare needs to the Area 
Advice & Information Officer in Derby for appropriate 
action in due course. So, if you have or know of a 
welfare problem, give me a ring on 757041 and I will 
forward it. 
Members may be interested in joining us at our monthly 
walk-in welfare workshops at RAF Wittering and St 
George’s Barracks. In our visits in November, we were 
able to help 20 servicemen and women with their 
problems. Come and join us - no special training is 
needed.  

Membership Subs 
Christmas is coming and your membership is due !! If you 
missed me at the Poppy Appeal Party there are now two ways 
you can renew your membership: 
 - collecting your card, with cash or cheque, from me at home or 
BY PRE-ARRANGEMENT ONLY at the market, with cheques 
only, between 9am and 12 noon. Please ring me beforehand on 
01780 755208. 
  - or by posting a cheque and s.a.e to me at 17 Hanover Court, 
Stamford, PE9 1QA.  The membership fee is £15. 
Have you thought of giving Membership as a Christmas gift ? 
Still available! 
Legion membership badges £4, centenary badges £1,  wrist-
bands £1. Get yours today !!! 
thanks 

Brian Savory, Membership 

Congratulations to 
2071 (Stamford) 
Squadron ATC who 
have, for the second 
year running, won the 
Lord Lieutenant’s 
Poppy Appeal Trophy 
for Lincolnshire. They 
are indeed all a credit 
to Stamford. 

The War Memorial on Armistice Day – photo 
courtesy of Roy Prentice 

Members of the RBL Riders Branch 
fly the Legion flag 

Standard Bearers lead the March Off 
– photo courtesy of Amber Stokes 

A tribute to fallen 
comrades – photo courtesy 
of Amber Stokes 

Remembrance 2013 
It seems hard to believe that a year has already passed and we have once more 
survived that busiest time of year that is the Poppy Appeal. Most of us may have 
forgotten the ‘Mad Monk’ and obstructive car that joined us at the Remembrance 
Parade last year, but that’s because we’re all extremely good at concentrating on 
what is most important – remembering those that have given the ultimate sacrifice – 
no matter what our age, religion or Services background. 

This year’s Remembrance Sunday saw another record turnout as Stamford’s thriving 
community came together at the War Memorial in the glorious sunshine to pay their 
respects and Remember. Led again by Stamford Brass, the parade saw an impressive 
number of marchers both young and old including RBL Stamford Branch members 
and cadets. This year we welcomed on parade for 
the first time elements from the Royal Anglians 

and the Royal Logistical Corps from Kendrew Barracks. Even the Senior Service was 
present in the form of Cdr Paul Mulvaney who laid a wreath on behalf of the Royal Navy. 
We also welcomed the Choir of All Saints’ Church and many members of the Legion’s 
own Riders’ Branch. The Lord Lieutenant was represented by his Deputy, AVM Peter 
Dodworth, and the Town Mayor Cllr Brian Sumner was supported by his fellow Town 

Counsellors, senior officers from all three Services, and the Rev 
Dr Donald Gray and his colleagues who led us through the 
Service. 

In the days before, several of us went into the schools to talk to the 
children about Remembrance and why we wear the Poppy. It was 
good therefore to see a huge turnout on Armistice Day, including 
an amazing 130 children from Malcolm Sargent Primary School 
and a group from Wilds Lodge School. Members of the Wildcats 
Theatre School also sang Heroes during the short Service. 
We thank our Branch Chaplain, the Rev Dr Donald Gray for 
leading us in both Services, Marian Freeman for the beautiful 
spray arrangement of flowers and greenery on the War Memorial, 
and Roy Prentice who tidied up the wreaths afterwards to display 
them to the best advantage. There were 43 wreaths and two crosses 
this year, including several made by the children of the two 
schools. 

Speaker Training 
We invited members some time ago to come forward for speaker training so that they could 
help to speak in the schools and to other social groups about the work of the Legion, 
Remembrance, the Poppy Appeal etc. There was not a lot of response. 
We again have an opportunity for speaker training, so again we invite members to come 
forward. Apart from helping to promote the Branch and its work, an ability to speak in 
public opens up a whole range of opportunities for the person concerned to meet other 
groups and people and discover other interests. Please give Steve Bonde a ring – 757041. 
 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        

1900 hrs, Wednesday, 11 December, Clare Close Community Room           

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL                  
1300 hrs, Saturday, 14 December, RAF Wittering (Christmas Dinner !)                              Steve Bonde, Editor 

01780 757041 


