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Newsletter – November 2013 
Annual General Meeting 
Again we had the kind of turn out of Members, over 60 of us, at our AGM this year that other Branches can only dream 
about. Our President, Derek Gladman, thanked everyone for attending and looked forward to their continued help in driving 
the Branch forward in the coming year.  
John Copeland, Branch Chairman, thanked everyone for their support over the past year, especially Jim & Pauline 
Rimmington for their continuing good work on the Poppy Appeal. He said that the Branch is in good order and, while we had 
lost a few members, new recruitment was strong.  The mobile display unit (MDU) is increasingly a major asset not just for 
Stamford but also in support of other Branches; he called for a round of applause especially for those who help to set it up and 
take it down at each event.  The MDU will be in greater use in 2014 in support of the County. 
The welfare ‘walk-in’ workshops at RAF Wittering and St George’s Barracks continue to be a great success and bring much 
praise for the Branch from senior officers. Stamford is, as far as we know, the only Branch mounting such workshops on a 
military base. He concluded by saying that ‘Never Volunteer’ does not apply in the Legion. He invited more members to join 
in, to give a hand manning the MDU, to help with the welfare workshops and, in so doing, actually have a good time. It is 
enjoyable. He concluded by asking for a round of applause also for Amber Stokes for her excellent work on the Branch social 
websites. 
Keith Mellowes, Branch Treasurer, reported that the accounts were strong and that we had been able to donate £2500 to the 
County’s welfare work within Lincolnshire. The market stalls had been very successful and the minibus was not only very 
popular and frequently out on hire, but also turning a modest profit. 
No Committee positions were contested and the new Committee was elected en bloc. In addition to those listed above, the 
Committee also includes: 
 Youth & Schools  - Darren Rawnsley Website & Media – Amber Stokes 
 Remembrance - Bill Turner  WW1 Centenary  -  Steve Bonde 
We still have no one to coordinate the social events. This is not an onerous job but essential if we are to continue to enjoy 
entertainment at our monthly meetings. 
 
Poppy Appeal 2013 
This year’s Poppy Appeal is already in full swing as this newsletter issues. Yet again we need every penny that we can raise 
for the welfare of members and ex-members of H.M. Armed Forces and their dependents. The attrition rate of casualties 
returning from Afghanistan may have slowed but too many of our young men and women will carry the injuries and mental 
scars for decades to come. Calls on the Legion’s welfare and services will continue; we all have much work to do and it is 
encouraging that so many members and non-members have again come forward to help at our collection points in Morrisons, 
Sainsburys and Waitrose. But we need more of you, especially manning in the High Street on 8 and 9 November. Please give 
generously of your time. 
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Poppy Appeal Party 
We host a Poppy Appeal Party each year to thank all our 
volunteer collectors, especially the non-Members, for all 
the time and effort they give in helping us to achieve the 
remarkable totals we raise in Stamford. The people of 
Stamford are among the most generous in the country but, 
without our volunteers, there would be few of us to collect 
the cash. Our Party this year will take place in the Club 
Room of Stamford AFC on Wednesday, 27 November, 
starting at 8.00pm. 

High Street Collection 
We shall be selling poppies from our mobile display unit in 
the High Street all day on Friday/Saturday, 8/9 November. 
We are looking forward to having the help of the ATC and 
ACF Cadets and two doggies from St George’s Barracks. But 
we still need all the human and adult help we can, especially 
in the afternoon. Do come along and help. Jim Rimmington is 
organising the manning schedule to avoid 20 or more of us 
standing in rows at 10.00 in the morning and nobody at all at 
2.00pm. Do please ring him – on 767343.  
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Membership 
I have taken over as Branch Membership 
Secretary and welcome all of you, who 
have not yet renewed your membership, 
to do so at the Poppy Appeal Party on 27 
November. If you are unable to do so, 
please send me (at 17 Hanover Court, 
Elm St, Stamford, PE9 1QA) a £15 
cheque and S.A.E. or call me before 
9.00pm on 755208 or e-mail on 
brianoutreachuk@talktalk.net to come 
around personally to collect your new 
card. 
I also have membership badges (£4), 
Branch centenary badges (£1) and 
Branch pens (£1) - ideal Christmas 
presents. 

Thank you, 
Brian Savory 

Garden of Remembrance,  
2 November 
We shall inaugurate our Garden of 
Remembrance this year at the Town War 
Memorial at 11.00am on Saturday, 2 
November.  Our Hon. Branch Chaplain, 
the Rev Canon Dr Donald Grey has very 
kindly agreed to officiate for us and we 
expect to be joined by our RAFA, RNA 
and Royal Lincoln’s Standards, the 
Banners of our Cadet Units, and the 
Mayor and Town Councillors. Dress as 
for Remembrance Day. 

 
Remembrance Sunday, 10 November 
The ex-Services Detachment, Stamford Cadet Units, and detachments from RAF Wittering and St George’s Barracks will 
form up at 10.40am in Star Lane to march at 10.50 along Broad Street to the War Memorial. There we shall be joined by the 
Rev Dr Donald Grey and other Chaplains, the Lord Lieutenant (or his Deputy), the Town Mayor and other dignitaries, and 
the citizens of Stamford for our annual Service of Remembrance at 11.00am. We ask everyone, Legion members or not and 
ex-Services or not, to join us in honouring and in remembering those who paid and are still paying the ultimate sacrifice for 
the freedoms which we enjoy today. Dress: blazers or dark suits, berets or headdress, medals and shiny shoes. 

Everyone is of course welcome to join us in the march but we strongly ask that 
those, who really cannot honestly keep up with the pace, to join the Parade after 
it arrives at the War Memorial. Our Assembly Marshals will be there to show 
you where to fall in with full honour. We regret this measure but since we 
introduced it a few years ago, the standard of our Parade has been much 
improved - both to the credit of the ex-Service groups and in the honour we 
accord to the fallen.  
 
Armistice Day, 11 November 
We hold our usual ceremony at the War Memorial on Monday, 11 November to 
observe the traditional Two-Minute Silence for Armistice Day. We shall muster 
at 10.45am and the Rev Canon Donald Gray will again lead us in this most 
solemn event.  Could we please have a good turnout – Dress as for 
Remembrance Day.  As in previous years, we expect several schools to bring 
their moppets to our ceremony so that they can absorb some of the meaning and 
understand the importance of Remembrance. They, and their innocence, also add 
to the poignancy of the ceremony. So do come and join us too on the pavement 
of the Memorial at about 10.45am. 

Branch Christmas Dinner 
The Branch Christmas Dinner will take place this year in the Sgts’ Mess at RAF 
Wittering on Saturday, 14 December. It will be an afternoon event this year due 
to the much greater staffing costs of an evening function. 
A coach will pick us up at the Danish Invader at 11.45am. The Mess Bar will 
open at 12.00 noon and we sit down to eat at 1.00pm. The menu will be Tomato 
Soup, followed by a buffet choice of turkey or honey-roast gammon, each with 
all the trimmings, and white chocolate cheesecake or Christmas pud for dessert. 
As this is an afternoon affair, evening dress, eg black tie, will not be appropriate 
this year. Dress should therefore be smart collar and tie (no T-shirts and jeans) 
and pretty trousers and dresses (the ladies). 
Could members and guests with special dietary requirements eg coeliacs, please 
let us know by 29 November at the latest. We still await a ticket price, which 
will include port and wine at the table, but we hope it will be about the same 
level as last year – about £17.50 – we will let you know as soon as we know. 
Dinner and coach bookings and menu choices and dietary requirements, please, 
to Pat Savory (Tel: 755208). Please tell her also if you intend to travel there 
independently – Car make/colour/registration and driver/passenger details so 
that the Guard Room can pre-register you. 
 
COMING EVENTS  
28 Oct – 9 Nov Branch Poppy Appeal 
Sat,   2 Nov Inauguration of Garden of Remembrance 
Sun,  3 Nov County Festival of Remembrance, RAF Cranwell 
Sat,   9 Nov Darren Rawnsley’s publicity event, High Street 
Sun, 10 Nov Remembrance Parade & Service, Broad Street 
Mon, 11 Nov Armistice Day Two Minute Silence 
Thurs, 14 Nov Homecoming Parade, 3Sqn, RAF Regt 
Wed, 27 Nov Poppy Appeal Party 
Sat,  14 Dec Branch Christmas Dinner 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 13 November, Clare Close Community Room           

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL                  
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 27 November, Stamford AFC 

                              (Poppy Appeal Party!) 
Steve Bonde, Editor 

01780 757041 

Homecoming 
3 Squadron, RAF Regiment will hold a 
Homecoming Parade through Stamford 
on Thursday, 14 November. They will 
form up on Bath Row and, at 10.00am , 
will march through Sheepmarket, All 
Saints’ Street, All Saints’ Square, St 
John’s and St Mary’s Streets, and past the 
Town Hall, finishing at Station Road. 
The Town Mayor, Cllr Brian Sumner, 
will take the Salute as they pass 
through Red Lion Square. 
Legion members will want to honour our 
current generation of comrades by 
forming a Guard of Honour in Red Lion 
Square. Let us show them properly our 
pride in their achievements during all 
their tours in Afghanistan. Dress: Blazers 
or dark suit, berets or headdress, medals, 
and shiny shoes. 
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