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Branch Annual General Meeting 
I harangued you last month about the dangers of a lack of 
interest and commitment by members generally to support the 
Branch, and specifically to exhort you to join the elite clique 
by standing for election to the committee.  Suffice it now 
therefore to remind you that we start at 8.00pm sharp on 
Wednesday, 16 October. Be there! Be positive! Do something 
completely crazy- volunteer!!!!!!! There are vacancies in the 
clique. 

Branch October General Meeting 
After we finish the AGM part of our meeting on 16 
October, Sam Roddan, the Programme Director of the 
Stamford WWI Centenary Commemoration Programme, 
will give us a presentation on the plans and ideas which we 
shall be working on over the next 5 years with the Town 
Hall, and other groups, to raise awareness and to illustrate 
the impact of WWI on Stamford, its people and 
community.  

Marian receiving a bouquet of flowers presented to her 
after she and Roy saved Branch blushes when they 
decorated the War Memorial literally minutes before 
HRH The Prince Charles’ visit in 2009 
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Newsletter – October 2013 
A cataclysm is occurring in your Branch Committee. Roy Prentice is 
stepping down after 20 years of service on the Committee. He says that 
he cannot give the same amount of time to the Committee as he used to 
– but he, with the staunch support of Marian Freeman, intend to carry 
on as before running our raffles, and distributing the newsletter. Some 
retirement!  Nevertheless I am sure that all members will wish Roy, 
and Marian, all the best in their ‘retirement’ and our thanks for the 
years of service which they have given, and will continue to give to the 
Branch. 
 

 
To Do, or not to Do 
Following my moan in last month’s newsletter about the lack of 
commitment by many of our members, one rang me to take me to task. 
In all their years as a member of another Branch, before joining 
Stamford, it had never been suggested to them or any of the other 
members there that they should actually do something. They 
appreciated that the Legion has a welfare role but saw no reason why 
they should contribute in any way. They do not even come to any of 
our social events. Eventually, I asked the person if they would do a 
couple of hours for the Poppy Appeal in Waitrose, and they refused. 
Compare with the above article! 
 

 
Joyce Burton Trophy (cont’d) 
Last July Joyce Burton had the pleasure of presenting her Joyce Burton Trophy 
and certificates to the moppets of Malcolm Sargent School for the excellence of 
their entries for this year’s Schools Competition. But St Gilbert’s School broke 
up for the summer before we could present their certificates. We finally caught 
up with them on 13 September when Joyce presented Tilly King, Sophia Cooke, 
and Max James Roe with their framed Branch certificates. Well done to 
everyone who took part; it is a shame that we cannot give prizes to all of them. 
 

 

      The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                                            Formed 7 June 1922 
Websites: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 

       http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford                     
www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 

 

                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
                         Twinned with Isle of Bute Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland, 2009 
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  Garden of Remembrance 
We shall inaugurate our Garden of 
Remembrance this year at the Town War 
Memorial at 11.00am on Saturday, 2 
November. We expect to be joined by the 
RAFA, RNA and Royal Lincoln’s 
Standards and, we hope, some of the 
Cadet groups. Unfortunately the traffic 
and parking prevents a proper march-up 
to the War Memorial, so everyone is 
invited to muster on the pavement of the 
Memorial at about 10.45am. Dress is 
blazers, berets, medals and shiny shoes. 

  Holme 1940s Weekend 2013,  
5/6 October. 
The MDU will take part in the 1940s 
Weekend at Holme, near St Neots. 
Volunteers will be needed to help man 
the MDU on both days. There will 
probably be the usual attractions – the 
Wehrmacht re-enactors duffing up the 
British Army re-enactors (every one a red 
beret major or higher) 

  Poppy Appeal Golf 
Tournament 
Melton Mowbray Golf Club are hosting a 
Poppy Appeal Golf Tournament on 
Friday, 18 October – Betterball 
Stableford Handicap Limits: Gents 28, 
Ladies 36. Entry is £15 per player. Starts 
will be Two Tee from 9.00 to 11.00am. 
Entry forms are available on-line at 
www.mmgc.org. Further information 
from Marilyn Connelly and Sue 
Millward on 01664 562118. 
 

In brief… 
LAUNCH OF THE COUNTY POPPY APPEAL 
2013 
The County will again launch its Poppy Appeal at the Lincolnshire Aviation 
Heritage Centre, East Kirkby, on Saturday 26 October, starting at 1145. We 
are asked to be seated by 11.30.  The official launch of the Lincolnshire County 
Poppy Appeal 2013 will be performed by members of 2 Battn, Royal Anglian 
Regiment, and will also feature performances by the Coningsby Military Wives 
Choir. The Mareham Le Fen Silver Band will provide music. 
The Battalion are based at Kendrew Barracks, (formerly RAF Cottesmore) and 
it would be good if Stamford Branch members could therefore make a 
particularly strong showing this year. 
Subject to weather, the Lancaster bomber, Just Jane, will taxi out and there will 
be a raffle for seats on the aircraft with all proceeds going to the Poppy Appeal. 
There is also now an ever growing number of displays of many aspects of 
WWII. Admission is free and refreshments and snacks will be available in the 
NAAFI.  
This is one of the best, if not indeed the best Poppy Appeal Launch in the 
country and is thoroughly recommended for both a moving and entertaining 
day out. Dress is blazers, berets, medals and shiny shoes. 
 

 
Membership Subscription Fees 
Our membership subs are due for renewal on 1 October.  The national rate has gone up this year to £14 so, with our local 
addition of £1, your total fee for the coming year will be £15 – an absolute bargain for membership of the best Branch in the 
country! Some Branches levy £20 or even more from their members. 
Those of you who pay by direct debit need do nothing. You should already have received your new card through the post 
and the Legion will quietly raid your bank drinking account for £15 in the first week of October. If you do not receive your 
membership card by then, please let me know and I shall raise a fuss with the Membership Department. 
71 of us still pay by cash. I have received your cards and will be available in the Stamford AFC Club at the AGM on 16 
October and during the Poppy Appeal Party and subsequent General Meetings to receive your £15 cash or cheque in return 
for your card. It would be helpful if you could have the correct money. 
May I again emphasise that the onus is on all you cash payers to renew your membership, not on me to chase after you. If 
you cannot get to any of our meetings, you can send your remittance (£15 cheque ‘Royal British Legion’ with your name and 
membership number and SAE (C6 or DL) for the return of your new card) direct to me at 31 Clare Close, Stamford, PE9 
2QA.. My telephone, if you need counselling, is 01780 757041. 
Each year we appeal to you cash payers to transfer to direct debit. This costs no more than paying by cash and does make 
it so much easier, not only for us but clearly also for you, to renew your membership each year. As a concession therefore, I 
am again prepared to come to you to collect your cash this year on condition that you sign up for direct debit. Let me know – 
01780 757041.  
Nearly half of us (both cash and direct debit payers) have not yet signed the Gift Aid declaration. If you pay tax, you 
really should do so – it is on the form to which your card is attached. It costs you nothing but a tick in a box and a signature. 
But it enables us to claw back £3.75 from the tax you have paid to George – potentially an extra £380+ from this Branch 
alone! It costs you nothing and he’s got plenty; he’ll only waste it on MPs’ expenses or some other daft scheme. Please return 
the signed Gift Aid chitties to me. If you are not sure whether or not you have 
already signed, give me a ring – 01780 757041   .                       
Steve Bonde, Membership Secretary 

COMING EVENTS  
Sat/Sun, 5/6 Oct  Holme 1940s Weekend 2013 
Wed, 16 Oct Branch AGM 
Sat, 26 Oct County Poppy Appeal Launch, East Kirkby 
28 Oct – 9 Nov Branch Poppy Appeal 
Sat,   2 Nov Inauguration of Garden of Remembrance 
Sun,  3 Nov County Festival of Remembrance, RAF Cranwell 
Sat,   9 Nov Darren Rawnsley’s publicity event, High Street 
Sun, 10 Nov Remembrance Parade & Service, Broad Street 
Sat,  14 Dec Branch Christmas Dinner 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 9 October, Clare Close Community Room           

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL                  
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 16 October, Stamford AFC (AGM!) 
 Steve Bonde, Editor 

01780 757041 

http://www.mmgc.org

