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Newsletter – September 2013 
A busy August (for a few) 
Congratulations to Brian & Pat Savory for organising another successful Branch 
stall in Stamford Market on 23 August. We sold a mass of objets d’art, bric-a-
brac, heirlooms, and other clutter for a magnificent total of £235.70, topping even 
the record of £221which they set last February. We all thank all those who so 
generously gave us their treasures to sell, and our small but perfectly formed 
team of helpers - Caroline & Keith Mellowes, Pauline & Jim Rimmington, 
Margaret Ives, Alan Patrick, Roy Prentice & Marian Freeman, Joyce Burton, and 
me - but above all and especially Pat who ended up standing there for some 4 
hours.  And another special thanks for Shaun Arthur who turned out at 8.00pm 
the night before to get the grips for the plastic cover, which we had forgotten in 
the mobile unit – definitely above and beyond … 
We also thank John Copeland, Ray Beresford, Mac McArd, Keith (again), and Shaun (again) for manning the mobile display 
unit at the Peterborough Festival of the 40s, the Ramsay War Weekend and the Rauceby 1940s Weekend.  This can be very 
tiring work, especially in a heat wave, but  presenting the range of our services in this way at these venues gives our Branch 
and the Legion generally immense credit.  
It is a sad fact that ten years ago when we had 57 members, we could rely on at least 20 to turn up for a market stall, and 
today with 246 members we cannot raise even a dozen. It is only two years ago that we had 15 members helping on the 
MDU; now we are a mere half dozen in total. Some complain that there is a clique at the top, who do not welcome members 
who want to contribute. There is a clique but, believe me, that clique is forced upon us. This newsletter appealed to all 
members to help with the stall and other events, as it does with other activities, but as usual only the same old clique turned 
up again. Join the clique! You will be welcome! 

Battle of Britain Service & Parade 2013 
The Battle of Britain Service & Parade will take place on Sunday, 15 September. We are asked to assemble in Red Lion 
Square at 10.45 for the march up to the Service at Barn Hill Methodist Church at 11.15am for the Service. Non-marchers can 
meet us at the Church. Afterwards we shall form up in Red Lion Square again to march to the War Memorial for the wreath 
laying and Last Post.   If you prefer you can meet the Parade at the Memorial and get fell in there – or simply be a spectator.  
It would be good to see more of our ex-RAF members taking part. Blazers or dark suit, medals, berets and shiny shoes. 
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Branch Annual General Meeting, 16 October 
Early warning that our Annual General Meeting will take place this year at the Stamford AFC Clubroom on Wednesday, 
16 October. We shall post, at our monthly meeting there on 18 September, the minutes of last year’s AGM and forms for the 
nomination this year of any motions and of candidates for the Branch Committee. Please note that if you wish to propose a 
Motion for consideration, it is far too late if you stand up in the middle of the AGM itself and suggest that ‘it might be a 
good idea if…’  Conference motions have to be very carefully worded if they are to have any chance of being adopted. It 
follows therefore that if anyone does have a good idea could they please bring it to us now so that we can get the wording 
right and generally polish it up. 
We already have a number of Committee vacancies open – Formal, Entertainments & Social events, Welfare, War 
Memorial, Remembrance, ceremonial, etc – and others will be up for grabs. It is a sad indictment that the last time a 
Committee place was contested was in 2009! Usually we have to resort to arm-twisting to fill the positions, not always 
successfully. May we remind members therefore that our Royal Charter defines ‘members’ as people who accept the objects 
of the Legion and commit themselves to take an active part in promoting them. That means getting up, getting out and 
giving a hand – not telling us what a wonderful job we do. We already know that. We would like you also to do a wonderful 
job. Join the clique (sorry, Committee). We will be unable to function as a branch without the required committee, so, no 
committee – no Branch! Please ring the Secretary on 01780 755208. 
Remember you must have the agreement of whomever you wish to nominate. Please do not ring us with ‘What about so-
and-so for….  
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  Wings Appeal 2013 
The RAFA are calling for volunteers to 
help them to collect for the Wings 
Appeal in Sainsburys, 2 - 8 September, 
and in Morrisons, 9-14 September. Most 
of us have an hour or two to spare, so do 
give Paul Atkins a ring on 765420, 
especially you ex-RAF lot. 

  Kodak Inks 
My Kodak printer went to the Great 
Webpage in the Sky just after I had 
ordered a new set of inks. So I now have 
three Kodak 10XL (black - 700 pages) 
and three Kodak 10C (colour – 200-odd 
pages) unused. They are available free to 
anyone for a substantial donation (£30 or 
more) to the Branch welfare fund. 

  Joyce Burton Trophy 
We shall be presenting certificates in 
September to several pupils of St 
Gilbert’s School for their efforts in this 
year’s Joyce Burton Trophy schools 
competition to make a collage picture of 
their own faces. We do not have a date 
yet but, if anyone would like to join us 
for a very pleasant occasion, please 
contact me (757041). 

  Chairmen & 
Secretaries’ Seminar 
The now annual Branch Chairmen & 
Secretaries’ Seminar will take place on 
28 September at the Donington & 
Quadring RBL Club. If you would like us 
to raise anything concerning the 
governance of the Legion, please let us 
know – John Copeland (756530), Ray 
Beresford (481981) or Steve Bonde 
(757041). 

  Now We See Him ….. 
We are delighted to welcome our 
member, Mike Nelson as our new Poppy 
Appeal Organiser. He was formally 
appointed by the Committee on 14 
August. Jim Rimmington has very kindly 
agreed to act as Mike’s deputy until he 
finds his feet. 
 

In brief… 

 

 
 
Annual Air Bridge Commemoration Service 
The Mayor of Newark and the Founder of the Air Bridge Memorial have invited us to take part in this year’s Service of 
Remembrance for the casualties of the Warsaw Uprising in 1944 and for the aircrews who died trying to airlift supplies 
from Italy in to the besieged city. The ceremony will take place again at the British Commonwealth & Polish War 
Cemetery in Newark and will start at 1.45 for 2.15pm on Sunday, 22 September. 
This is a most moving ceremony involving the families of those who flew the missions over Warsaw and also the Poles who 
fought and died during the Uprising. Dress may be uniform or civilian with Orders and Decorations and guests are invited to 
lay wreaths. 
 
Poppy Appeal 2013 
This year we are again collecting in the three supermarkets, Morrisons, 
Sainsburys and Waitrose, from 28 October to 9 November. We shall also be 
on the High Street on 8 & 9 November. This will require a maximum effort 
from as many members as possible to man the stands. If you normally 
volunteer and are not contacted by one of the organisers, please remind 
them that you are available. If you have not yet volunteered then please 
offer to take a two hour slot of your choice on one or more days if possible. 
We also need volunteers to distribute the coin and poppy boxes before the 
Appeal and to collect them in again afterwards. 
May we remind our members that we are very grateful to the general public 
for their help with the collection; we expect Legion members to help – that is 
why you joined the Legion, isn’t it? It is, isn’t it? The Branch has over 240 
members so if we all pull our weight we should be able to cover all time 
slots. For all offers please contact Alan Patrick (Morrisons) on 01780 
754357, Steve Bonde (Waitrose) on 01780 757041, Mike Nelson (Sainsbury) 
on 07799 701373 or Jim Rimmington (High St) on 01780 767343. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMING EVENTS  
  2 – 14 Sept Wings Appeal 
Sun, 15 Sept Battle of Britain Service & 

 Parade 
17 – 22 Sept      Branch visit to Eindhoven & 

 Arnhem 
Sat/Sun, 5/6 Oct  Holme 1940s weekend 
Sat, 12 Oct Darren Rawnsley’s publicity event, High Street 
Wed, 16 Oct Branch AGM 
Sat, 26 Oct County Poppy Appeal Launch, East Kirkby 
28 Oct – 9 Nov Branch Poppy Appeal 
Sat,    2 Nov Inauguration of Garden of Remembrance 
Sun,   3 Nov County Festival of Remembrance, RAF Cranwell 
Sun, 10 Nov Remembrance Parade & Service, Broad Street 
Sat, 14 Dec Branch Christmas Dinner 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 11 September, Clare Close Community Room           

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL                  
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 18 September, Stamford AFC (Bingo!) 

Steve Bonde, Editor 
01780 757041 

Michael Copeland 
I regret to report that Michael Copeland, elder 
brother of John Copeland, passed away after a 
long illness in the early hours of 28 August. 
Michael was not a Legion member but was a 
huge supporter and a big friend of our activities. 
He was of course a member of the Royal Naval 
Association for which he carried their Standard 
and, latterly, acted as Branch Secretary.  
Michael’s funeral will take place at Marholm at 
1.00pm on Wednesday, 11 September. 
We will remember him. 


