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Newsletter – August 2013 
100 years young 
It was chaotic, manic and 
wonderful. Cliff Shepherd held 
court to his myriad admirers 
and friends at Hillary Court on 
Tuesday, 2 July – his 100th 
birthday.  There he was, 
proudly clutching his birthday 
card from Her Majesty, 
surrounded by ladies and 
anyone who is anyone in 
Stamford.  
Members of Stamford Branch formed a Guard of 
Honour, with the Standard, while our President and 
Chairman presented Cliff with life membership of the 
Branch and a Branch wall plaque. Then we all joined in 
with three hearty cheers. 
Inside again Cliff blew out the candles– only 16, not 
100 because of fire hazard – on his cake with one big 
puff and then settled in to regale us all with stories 
from his long, rich and varied life, until Thelma, his 
daughter, stepped in or we would be there still. 
They do not make them like Cliff anymore. Perhaps 
they never did; he is a one-off, always on parade bright 
and shiny, does his bit for the Poppy Appeal, and is a 
shining example to us all. Congratulations, Cliff, and 
best wishes from all of us.  
 

Joyce Burton Schools Trophy 
 It was another champagne year for entries to our second Schools Competition for the 
Joyce Burton Trophy. This year we asked the children to make a collage picture of 
their own faces and the results of cutting up lots of bits of paper, magazines, pipe 
cleaners etc were amazing. Such imagination, as you will see from the winner, here, 
by Riley Kendle of Malcolm Sargent School.  
And this year Malcolm Sargent School got their own back 
on St Gilbert’s School, just pipping them to the best 
overall standard to receive the Joyce Burton Trophy itself. 
The runners up 
were Amber 
Farquhar, Lucy 
Cole, Zara 

Jenny Hale and Adam White of Malcolm Sargent 
School, and Sophie Jean Cooke, Tilly King and Max 
James Roe of St Gilbert’s C of E School. Well done to 
all of them, each of whom received a book token and a 
framed certificate. And our thanks also to Darren 
Rawnsley who organised the whole thing. 
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In brief… 
 

 

 War Memorial Benches 
The benches which we and other ex-
Service groups installed at the War 
Memorial are weather worn and need 
refurbishment. Moreover some of them 
have been vandalised with deep 
scratches. 
We need volunteers to help to sand them 
down and prepare them for re-painting. 
This has to be done on site. Would 
anyone willing to help please contact 
Shaun Arthur on 01780 752625. 

 Christmas Dinner 
This year’s Branch Christmas Dinner 
will be on 14 December in the WOs’ & 
Sgts’ Mess at RAF Wittering. 

  Weds are again Weds 
Committee Meetings are to move to the 
second Wednesday of each month. This 
brings them in line with the General 
Meetings on the third Wednesday and, 
we hope, avoid a lot of confusion.  

  Plant Pots 
Brian Savory would like any terracotta 
plants (whole ones!) which members 
have spare or want to get rid off. Please 
ring him on 755208. 

  Now You See Her ….. 
Last month we happily announced that 
Margaret Lee had very kindly agreed to 
become our Poppy Appeal Organiser. 
Sadly she has now told us that, because 
of other demands on her  time, she can no 
longer take on this role. 
We urgently need a replacement. Is 
there no one among our 244 members 
with the ambition, pride and ability to 
take this on? 

 
A different General Meeting 
This was a first for Stamford Branch and, I 
suspect, many other Branches – a poetry 
evening. Darren Rawnsley, our Youth & 
Schools member, is also a gifted poet and was 
the town Poet Laureate for 2012-13. On 25 July 
thirty or more of us gathered in the Stamford 
AFC clubroom for an evening of Darren’s 
poems and music – he’s good on the guitar too! 
Darren’s poetry is drawn heavily from his roots 
in Bradford, the surrounding hills, and his early 
working life in the woollen mills there. He read 
a particularly sad poem, Revisited, on his bitter-
sweet memories during a return visit to a former 
woollen mill years after it had closed. He also 
generated vivid impressions of the desert, from 
his RAF service at Al Kharj in Saudi Arabia, in his poem The Runner.  
It was not all serious stuff however. He had us laughing at his tale of The Tick 
which landed on a cow – big mistake! – and he ended with us all singing along 
with him to My wife’s a cow.  Darren enjoyed strong support from his friend, 
Richard Barter, and also Joyce Burton who read a couple of his poems and then 
joined him in singing My Old Man. A very successful evening which we must do 
again, when Darren has replenished his repertoire! 
 

Lambs bring home the bacon! 
Did you see in the Mercury that 
Lambs had raised £186 for the 
Legion and Help for Heroes? At 
their request, we provided 
collecting boxes and some stick-
on paper poppies, and they raised 
cash for us from their customers 
during Armed Forces Weekend. 
Our many thanks go to the three 
ladies above and to their 
colleagues in the other Lambs 
shops. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMING EVENTS  
17-18 Aug Ramsey War Weekend 
Fri, 23 Aug Branch Market Stall 
Sat, 14 Sept Greatford Village Fete 
17 – 22 Sept      Branch visit to Eindhoven & Arnhem 
Sat, 14 Dec Branch Christmas Dinner 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 14 August, Clare Close Community Room           

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL                  
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 18 September, Stamford AFC (August is for hols) 

Steve Bonde, Editor 
01780 757041 

Copeland Towers 

There’s nothing else to say! 
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Mr George Lee 
I regret to report that our former member, George Lee, passed away suddenly 
but peacefully in Peterborough Hospital on 20 July.  He was 87. George 
served in the Paras with the South Staffs Regiment and fought with the 1st 
Airborne Divn at Arnhem. 
George was active for many years in the Army Cadet Force in Stamford and 
he and his wife, Irene, were strong supporters of the ex-Service community, 
taking part in many fundraising and reunion activities. He was very prominent 
at the ‘Market Garden’ reunion of former paras at Spanhoe in 2008.   
George's funeral will take place at 2.30 on Tuesday, 6 August at St John the 
Baptist Church, Barnack followed by interment there. George's widow, Irene, 
has asked for a military tone to the funeral. Both Barnack and Stamford 
Branches hope therefore that we can form a large joint Guard of Honour with 
Branch Standards, etc.    We will remember him. 


