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Newsletter – July 2013 
RAF Scampton Visit 

Fourteen of us enjoyed a fascinating, if 
somewhat chaotic visit to RAF Scampton on 
5 June. Getting through the gate could have 
been easier and timings were a bit relaxed. 
But it was worth it. WO Steve Shirley’s RAF 
Firefighting Museum has been assembled 
over 30 years and is now a fantastic collection 
of models, clothing, helmets, badges, posters, 
drawings, and trophies. Did you know that 
Stamford Fire Station won the Lincolnshire 
trophy five years running from 1924? We 
then moved on to the Heritage Centre which 
celebrates and commemorates the history of RAF Scampton since 1916 and of course the 
exploits of the Dambusters, and the Red Arrows. Again fascinating – and humbling.  
Our tour guides were very friendly, encyclopaedic in their knowledge, and generous with 

innumerable cups of tea and coffee, and access to the heavily subsidised Mess for lunch. 
 

Williamson Cliff Memorial 
After ten years the Williamson Cliff Memorial has finally been re-erected and 
re-dedicated. It was brutally bulldozed in 2003 when the old brickworks were 
demolished to make way for new housing. A team, led by Barbara & Don 
Parker, who live close by and are related to two of the names on the memorial, 
incredibly scavenged the bricks and pieced them together again, like a jig saw, 
in their garage. 
And there it stayed as lack of finance prevented any possible restoration. Finally 
however Cllr Max Sawyer led a project, with strong practical support by the 
Engineering Dept of New College Stamford, to re-erect the memorial by the 
main entrance to Stamford Cemetery. It is now standing on a new surround with 
a leaded roof and the pieces that were too damaged to be repaired have been 
replaced. 

On 18 June we all gathered for the rededication ceremony 
– members of Stamford and Barnack Branches, our 
Standards and those of the Royal Lincolns Regt, the 
Anglians, cadets etc, together with senior officers and 
NCOs from RAF Wittering, the Royal Artillery and the 
Royal Anglian Regiment.  
The ceremony began with a flypast by two Austers and a 
Tiger Moth, flown by members of Barnack RBL, 
readings by Cllr Sawyer and Stamford Mayor, Brian 
Sumner, and hymns. A cadet from the School CCF read 
first the names of those on the memorial who gave their 
lives during WWII, followed by the laying of wreaths, the 
Exhortation, Last Post, Silence, Reveille and Kohima. He 
then read the names of those who returned to the 
company after the War, and the ceremony ended with 
Jerusalem and the Act of Commitment.  
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Poppy Appeal 
Organiser 
We are delighted to welcome 
Margaret Lee as our new Poppy 
Appeal Organiser. I am sure that 
all members will give her their 
utmost support, especially offering 
to help to distribute the boxes and 
to collect for the Poppy Appeal in 
one of the supermarkets or in the 
High Street.  
We shall return to this subject 
nearer the event! 
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In brief… 
 

  Veterans Badges 
(correction) 
Last month I said that David Young 
knew where to obtain a replacement 
Veteran’s badge. Wrong !!! Again !!!  
It is Bob Cox, so please contact him on 
01780 752237. 
My apologies to both David and Bob. 

 General Meeting,  
16 July 
Darren Rawnsley, Stamford Poet 
Laureate 2012-13, and a number of his 
friends have kindly offered to host a 
poetry and music evening for us at our 
next General meeting on 17 July.  He 
says that it will be a mixture of the 
serious and very funny and something for 
everyone. 

 . Branch Market Stall 
A reminder that we shall hold another 
market stall in Broad Street on Friday, 23 
August. Please set aside any good quality 
items you no longer want or need and 
also a hour on 23 August to help to man 
the stall. Pat & Brian Savory – 755208 – 
would love to hear from you. 

  Membership Subs 
Last February, members approved a 
precautionary motion that we increase the 
Branch’s annual precept of £1 to £3 on 
top of the Legion’s national membership 
subscription. This was to pay for, if 
necessary, the commercial printing of 
this newsletter. Since then, Darren 
Rawnsley and his school, Wilds Lodge, 
have very kindly taken over printing of 
this newsletter at no charge to us. The 
increase in our precept is not needed and 
members at the General Meeting on 19 
June therefore duly approved a motion to 
cancel that increase. 
The annual subscription fee therefore 
reverts to £1 local precept plus £13 
national fee. The national fee will rise to 
£14 for 2013/14. 
 

Shirley Beresford 
Most of us will have heard by now the sad 
news that our Member, Shirley Beresford, 
passed away in hospital on 13 June. She had 
been ill for many months and in pain which she 
bore with raw courage, dignity and even 
humour throughout. 
Shirley was a lovely lady, always good fun, 
supported Ray and us in all our Legion 
activities and was, as you see here, a devoted 
fan of the cream cake served by the Ettrick Bay 
Tea Rooms on the Isle of Bute. 
We extend our deepest condolences to Ray and 
all members of Shirley’s family. 
We will remember her. 

 

 
Malcolm Sargent School 
The PTFA have invited us to run a stall at their Summer Fayre on Saturday, 6 
July. The Fayre runs from 1.00 to 4.00pm and includes an excellent car boot as 
well as children’s activities. Any funds we raise go of course to the Legion. 
Come and join us and enjoy an excellent afternoon out. 
The School have also invited us to a performance of Bugsy Malone by their 5/6 
year group at 2.00pm on Monday, 8 July. These concerts are a wonderful 
experience as the little moppets sing their hearts out for us grown-ups. I have to 
let them have numbers so, if you want to go, please give me a ring - 757041. 
 
Casual Fundraising 
Members might be interested in the power of the Legion image and the 
generosity of our Service personnel. When we go to RAF Wittering and St 
George’s Barracks each month with our welfare workshops, we place a 
collecting box on the display table. We do not actively ask for contributions; it is 
simply there if someone would like to give us a little. 
We emptied the box this week and, after just a few weeks, it contained £75.01. I 
find that quite impressive. It is a tidy sum which obviously we did not have and 
can make good use of, and we acquired it with minimal effort on our part - 
simply by putting it out on display while we were doing something else, but 
above all by the generosity of our Serving colleagues. Just think what we could 
achieve if a team of us were prepared to distribute and service such boxes 
around town all year round. 

COMING EVENTS  
Sat,   6 July Malcolm Sargent School Summer Fayre, 1.00 – 4.00pm 
Sat,   6 July Stamford Festival Quiz, Town Hall, 7.30pm 
Mon, 8 July Malcolm Sargent School ‘Bugsy Malone’, 2.00pm 
Sat, 13 July RAF Wittering Families Day, 11.00 – 4.00pm 
27 – 29 July       Festival of the Forties, Peterborough 
17-18 Aug Ramsey War Weekend 
Fri, 23 Aug Branch Market Stall 
17 – 22 Sept      Branch visit to Eindhoven & Arnhem 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Tuesday, 9 July, Clare Close Community Room           

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL                  
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 17 July, Darren Rawnsley’s Poetry (for Squaddies?) Evening, Stamford AFC Clubroom          

 
 

 

Steve Bonde, Editor 
01780 757041 


