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Newsletter – June 2013 
Poppy Forum 

A dozen of us, including three from Bourne Branch, gathered by invitation 
on 23 May for a Poppy Forum hosted by Jo Ticehurst, the County Fund 
Raiser. The aim was to brief those of us engaged in the Poppy Appeal on 
the range of Legion fundraising and welfare activities and how Poppy 
Appeal funds are spent. She gave us a fascinating review of a myriad of 
activities - an update of the Nomad Trust (a refuge for homeless veterans) in 
Lincoln; the Battleback Centre, Blind Veterans UK (formerly St Dunstan’s), 
the Blast Injuries Clinic, the Medicinema at Headley Court, as well as a 
whole range of schools packs (badges), Honour Walks, corporate 
fundraising etc. Even more valuable, however, was the opportunity to have 
a genuinely free discussion on the need for an exchange both ways of 
information between the administration and branches. Invaluable! 

 
Annual National Conference 2013, Llandudno 
I represented Stamford Branch as your delegate to this year’s National Conference. The weekend began again with a so-
called Membership Seminar, actually more of a lecture on the administration’s concept of ‘comradeship’. Essentially this 
meant that we should be more outward-facing in the local community, more proactive and open and welcoming to 
newcomers and new ideas, and more supportive of the wider Armed Forces community and young peoples’ organisations. 
The Conference itself could prove to be a landmark in how the Legion operates in future. The attempt by the Board of 
Trustees to gain unfettered power to push through without opposition any changes they want was roundly defeated. And then 
our Branch proposal that Conference should have a say in the 
administration of the Legion was carried with 86% of the vote. 
Together, these two decisions could claw back a much bigger say 
by the members in how the Legion is run. We shall see. 
Other decisions were – all Legion shops (but not occasional 
market stalls etc) must close immediately, a bid to increase the 
membership subscription to £16 immediately was defeated again, a 
year’s free membership will be offered to all Service personnel 
when leaving the Armed Forces. Other gems of information are: of 
every £1 spent, 21p goes on fundraising, 1p on administration, and 
78p on welfare (Other major charities tend to have these figures 
the other way around). And the Royal Canadian Legion has more 
members (320,000) than we do (318,000) !  
 
Capt. Bernard Downes 
Most members will be aware that our member, Bernard Downes, passed away in his sleep on 
30 April. Throughout a long life, Bernard was rarely out of uniform. He joined the Home 
Guard during WWII until he was old enough to join the Armed Forces. He served in the Royal 
Engineers in France, Holland, Germany, Egypt and Palestine, rising to acting  Sergeant Major 
at the age of 22.  He then spent 9 years in the Royal Lincs TA and also 26 years training many 
of our current Branch members in the Stamford ACF, rising eventually to be the County ACF 
Adjutant. It was good to see so many Branch members at his funeral to see him off. 
We will remember him. 

 

      The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                                            Formed 7 June 1922 
Websites: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 

       http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford                     
www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 

 

                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
                         Twinned with Isle of Bute Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland, 2009 

 

 

Isle of Bute Visit 
Bob Bicker, Chairman of Isle of  Bute Branch, and his 
wife and three other Bute members will visit us from 7 
to 10 June. They will join us at the RBL Stibbington 
Poppy Appeal Band Concert at Sacrewell on 8 June, 
and at our stand on the Meadows on 9 June for the 
Stamford ‘Feast’. 
They will also lay a wreath at the War Memorial at 
11.00am on Sunday, 9 June – it would be good if some 
of us could form a Guard of Honour while they do so – 
blazers, berets, medals, and shiny shoes. 
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In brief… 
 

  Veterans’ Badges 
If you lose your Veteran’s badge, the 
SPVA will not replace it (just like 
medals). But David Young (Tel:07919 
490774) knows wehere to find 
replacements. 

  Mayor’s Parade 
Well done to all ten of us who took part 
in the Mayor’s Parade on 12 May, and 
also to the 12 who joined us at the 
church. It is important that we continue 
to participate and to support such civic 
events like this. They are the fabric of our 
civic and social life in Stamford and once 
gone, they will not come back.again. 

 Quiz Night, 15 May 
Over 50 of us gathered for a Quiz Night 
and our first General meeting in the Club 
Room of Stamford AFC on 15 May.  It 
was  a very successful evening, won by a 
large margin by the ‘Obanites’. And the 
raffle raised £78, thanks to the generosity 
of all those who brought prizes, to Roy 
and Marian as always for organising it, 
and to Brenda & John Ingham for their 
help. And thanks too to Ray Beresford 
for being the Quizmaster’s little helper – 
not an easy job, but essential! 

  Branch Calendar 
Sadly, only ten of us – out of 240 - were 
able to summon up enough spirit to 
respond to idea of contributing a 
photograph a Branch calendar. It is now 
too late to do anything for 2014 and John 
& Beryl Ingham have given up on us. 

  New Members’ 
Evenings/Any Questions? 
There was only one response – the same 
person who put all the questions last 
January – to last month’s plea for 
questions for the July event. Sadly, one 
response is not enough so I regret that 
this idea has  also been abandoned.  
 

 

For Sale 
A Mercury Regatta (MReg) mobility scooter, 
bought new for £2600 in September 2012 and 
used within Stamford only a dozen times. It is 
‘road legal’, 8mph on road, 4mph on 
pavement and has a range of 25 miles at 
6mph. It is pictured here, good as new. Offers 
in the region of £1800 please care of Steve 
Bonde (7575041) 
The same source also has 2 ‘large’ regatta 
waterproof jackets with the Stamford Branch 
logo, and a ‘large’ blazer available. Again 
offers please through Steve Bonde. 

Interview: Ian Mowat 
Amber Stokes and I called on 
Branch member, Ian Mowat, to 
interview him about the award to 
him of the newly-issued Arctic 
Star. Ian qualifies for the award 
as a merchant seaman on the 
WWII Arctic convoys. He was 
the on-board radio and telegraph 
signals operator and he told us 
how he was responsible for 

navigating a convoy into safety in Murmansk purely by radio in conditions of 
zero visual navigation. Ian also served on the Atlantic and Mediterranean 
convoys and, after the war, served as a GP in England and then as Chief 
Medical Officer in Turks & Caicos, and the Solomon Islands. Full details of 
Amber’s full and searching interview can be found on the Branch website 
(details at the top of this newsletter). 
 
Williamson Clift War Memorial 
A Rededication Service at the new Memorial will take place in Stamford 
Cemetery at 11.00am on Tuesday, 18 June and members of Stamford Branch, 
Royal British Legion are invited to take part. It would be nice to have a good 
turnout to honour not only those named on the Memorial but also those, 
especially Barbara & Don Parker, who have done so much to resurrect it in its 
new form. If you come along, it should be the usual dress of blazer, beret, 
medals, and shiny shoes 
  
RAF Wittering Families Day 
RAF Wittering will celebrate their Families Day this year on Saturday, 13 July; 
all Branch members are invited. Would those who want to go please let me have 
their names, and those of any guests, together with their vehicle details (make, 
type, colour registration), so that I can pre-register them with the Guardroom. 
Believe me, it will save you a lot of time. 

COMING EVENTS  
Wed, 5 June      Branch visit to RAF Scampton 
7-10 June          Visit by Isle of Bute Branch members 
Sat, 8 June        Stibbington Band Concert, Sacrewell Farm 
Sun, 9 June       Wreath laying ceremony, Town War Memorial 
Sun, 9 June       Stamford Feast Festival, The Meadows 
Tues, 18 June   Rededication of Wiliiamson Clift War Memorial 
Sat, 13 July       RAF Wittering Families Day 
27 – 29 July      Festival of the Forties, Peterborough 
17 – 22 Sept     Branch visit to Eindhoven & Arnhem 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Tuesday, 11 June, Clare Close Community Room           

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL                  
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 19 June, Stamford AFC Clubroom          

Tuesday is again Tuesday 
The Committee has decided to 
continue to meet on the second 
Tuesday of the month – not to be 
confused with the third Wednesday of 
each month for the General Meetings ! 

 

Steve Bonde, Editor 
01780 757041 


