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Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

The Membership Council will review all 

Branches who have outstanding Branch 

Accounts at its 6 March meeting. A message to 

this effect has been sent on behalf of the 

Chairman of the Membership Council to all 

County/District Chairmen:  

 

Dear Chairmen, 

 

Once again this year we are faced with the very 

real threat of significant adverse comment being 

raised by our auditors regarding the 

Membership’s accounting procedures as a result 

of the shortfall in our Annual Branch Returns.  

For 21.7% of our Branches to be currently 

operating outside of the Legion’s financial 

framework is disappointing and this level of 

failure, which is somewhat higher than last year, 

leaves the Membership vulnerable to significant 

reputational damage.  For individual Branches 

the situation is more serious in that it leaves 

them open to measures initiated by the Board of 

Trustees as they strive to meet the requirements 

of Law and to achieve the legal authority to 

continue the Legion’s charitable work into the 

following year. If the Legion accounts don’t get 

signed off, it impacts on our ability to operate as 

a Charity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chairman of the Membership Council has 

therefore directed that all outstanding Branch 

Accounts are to be submitted to Haig House no 

later that Friday 1 March 2013.  A list of the 

names of all Branches that have failed to 

submit their Branch Returns will be presented 

to the Membership Council on Wednesday 6 

March 2013 for a decision.  I would therefore 

urge you to review the situation in your 

County/District and to contact those Branches 

that have not submitted their accounts so far. It 

is critical that Branch Committees understand 

the repercussions that may result from their 

inability to submit accounts in a timely 

manner; those Branch Returns that remain 

incomplete or are not presented will need an 

individual explanation to be provided to the 

Membership Council from their respective 

County Chairmen. 

 

On behalf of the Chairman of the Membership 

Council, may I thank you for your help, 

 

Mariëlle Postill 

Head of Membership 

 

The Knot Unites 

North Staffordshire RBL 

 
 

Registered Charity No 219279. 
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One Staffordshire 
The joint Special General Meeting of the 

County Conferences at which Branch Delegates 

must decide by resolution whether to approve 

the formation of the new County will take place 

on Sunday 24 March at the Alrewas RBL Club.  

Delegates are asked to arrive by 10.00 for a 

10.30 start. 

 

If approved, Branch Delegates will elect the 

new County Committee and Chairman to serve 

until the Annual Meeting of the County 

Conference. Following the election of the new 

County/District Committee and Chairman the 

old County/District Committees and Chairmen 

retire immediately. The new County/District 

Committee shall consist of the Chairman, Vice-

Chairman and a minimum of seven (7) and 

maximum of fifteen (15) members, excluding 

other necessary appointees. 

 

Branch Delegates must also elect members of a 

new County Conference Committee. The 

election must be conducted in accordance with 

the process detailed in the booklet entitled “The 

Conduct of National and County Elections”. 

 

Advantages of amalgamation would be to 

streamline the administration and make 

considerable savings on administration; to align 

with other boundaries and to be seen as a 

stronger county, with a higher membership, and 

more "weight". 

 

The four Counties that were amalgamated by 

the MC, the four Metropolitan counties became 

Greater London District, made savings on 

meeting cost of £35K in first year. 

 

 

 

Christopher Pincher MP thanks 
all the people who have helped 

knit hats for our troops 

 
Christopher Pincher, Member of Parliament for 

Tamworth, Elford, Edingale & Little Aston, has 

offered a heartfelt thanks to everyone that has 

knitted a beanie hat in aid of local troops from 3
rd

 

Mercian battalion (The Staffords). 

 

So far nearly 400 hats have been generously knitted 

and donated by individuals and sewing circles to 

Mercian troops to wear under their Kevlar helmets 

during training and deployment.  The helmets can 

be very uncomfortable in high or low temperatures 

so a knitted beanie hat worn inside the helmet helps 

enormously. 

 

Commenting, Christopher Pincher said: 

“The generous effort of our volunteers is fantastic.  

This goes to show the profound respect and regard 

in which local people hold our brave soldiers.  So 

far 400 hats have been knitted.  If we can reach a 

target of 750 hats knitted by October 2013 we can 

ensure that each soldier on deployment to theatre 

from both 3
rd

 and 4
th

 battalion will get a beanie 

hat.” 

 

“Thank you to everyone involved in this project.  If 

you would like to help, or know someone else that 

might, please call my office on 01827 312 778.  We 

really want to see every deployed soldier receive a 

hat.”  

 

The 3
rd

 Mercian battalion will be deployed to 

Afghanistan in October 2013.  Mr Pincher will take 

names and addresses of everyone who helps and 

will invite each to take part in a “big handover” of 

the beanie hats to commanders of the Mercian 

Regiment later in 2013. 
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Diary of Events 
 

Annual Conference, Llandudno  

– Sat/Sun 18/19 May 2013 

Festival of Remembrance, Stafford  

– 2 November 2013 

County Conference, Stoke 

 – Sunday 12 January 2014 

 

Standard Bearer Training 

The Polish Club, Stafford 

13 March   2013 

10 April    2013 

8 May        2013 

12 June      2013 

10 July       2013 

14 August 2013 

Standard Bearers Competition 8 September 2013 

11September 2013  

9 October      2013 

13 November 2013 

11December    2013 

Poppy Shop  

Using our Poppy Shop is easy.  Just 

browse our online store and make your 

purchases.  You will be asked to 

register so return shopping is even 

quicker - just login and make your 

purchases.  Buying from the Poppy 

Shop provides funding for The Royal 

British Legion to continue their work 

helping the Armed Forces family. 

www.poppyshop.org.uk  
0300 123 9110 
 

Contact Details:  

AT Preece 

County Secretary 

North Staffordshire 

The Royal British Legion 

Haig House  

Ferranti Court 

Stafford Technology Park 

Stafford 

ST18 0LQ 

 

Telephone: 01785 226526 

Mobile: 07900 058 650 

E-mail: apreece@britishlegion.org.uk 

Website: 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties

/north-staffordshire/ 

Membership Application - MS4/12 

Almost Final Notice 

Despite repeatedly publishing the advice below I 

continue to receive obsolete editions of the 

membership application. Due to changes to the 

Gift Aid declaration demanded by HMRC the 

use of the new MS4/12 has been implemented 

since of January 2013.  

 

Therefore the only membership 

application that is now acceptable is the 

new MS4/12.  

 

The contact details for ordering the 

MS4/12 are as follows: 

 

Nicola Wren 01622 794273 

nwren@britishlegion.org.uk  or 

 

Phyl Summers 01622 795801 

PSummers@britishlegion.org.uk   
 

http://www.poppyshop.org.uk/
mailto:apreece@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:nwren@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:PSummers@britishlegion.org.uk

