The Lewion’s Poppy Appeal collection precceds
the UK Remembrance Day, and Peter Wilson
describexr what is involved in being the Branch
Poppy Appeal Organiser.

Our acts of Remembrance rightly honour those
who died but we must always remember that
the RBL exists to serve the living It is impor-
tant that members of the general public, espe-
cially vounger people, are made more aware of
the RBL. A leaflet has been produced describ-
ing briefly what the Legion is and does, and a
copy is enclosed Tor vour mformation.

! Contacts :
‘Welfare, War Pensions, Peter Wilson 464585
iWar Graves {President)
\Ganeral Branch affairs, Gordon Adnett 466533
Entertatnment / Sccial  {Chaimman)

1General Branch & RBL Tom Jeaceck 468829
’[matters Vice-Chairman

Iformation from HGY  Andrew Mamiolt 434805
& Hegion, Meetings,  [Secretany)
Membership, etc.

iBranch Finance, George Fleming 462711 :
18ubscriptions, etc. {Treasurer) F
iThe Newslatter Tom Aghmore 433108 |
| (Fditor}
EF‘nppy Appes Peter Wilsan dB4585 I
: Dick Fulford 481515 |
|Standard Bearers George Fleming 482741

& Geremonial John Gox 434983
s e Ry e AR
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Poppy Appeal Plans
& Displeyy

Following the regular mceling on i0th
October, there will be a presentation of]
plans tor the Branch's participation in this
year's Poppy Appeal.

Peter Wilson, Appeal Orgawiser and Ap-
peal Assisants, Renie & Dick Fulford will
explain  what arranpements have been
made to ensure the maximum sale of
poppies throughout the district. I they ask
for offers of hetp where they feel this is
needed, please be willing to do your bit in
this vital effort.

There will also be a display of the various
items available for sale for Poppy Day.

| Meetings

‘Reqular meetings are!
‘held en the Second’
:Thursday of each;
‘morgh at & pm In the:
:Canservative  Club:
Building, Fairfield!
{Road, Market Harbor--
ioligh, normaily in the
:upsiairs lounge (thera
lis no lifty, ;

The next mesting will; é

ibe on t0th Oelober.i
We hope that you will!
ibe able to attend and
istay for the feature on.
‘the Poppy Appeal:
‘(see top of this page].

et e B e s e
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Ecditorial

Youmay be surprised to receive another

Tn Touchatter only a month since the lastone,
Thereason isthat [ shall be onholiday in Octeber
when I would have been preparing Issue 3. Being
sure you could not bear to wait unlil November
for your Newsletter, | am rushing this to you be-
fore I go away!

Let us hope that T leave myself enough time to
have this edition proof-

read and so avoid the sorl n
of howler which appeared Y e
in August. { apologise un- %;é b
reservedly to any Russian # 1
citizen who may have read
my piece on Weston Park:
Tehatkovsicy did write the
1812 Overture! Lovers of
Besthoven forgive me!

Last time I said that I would try to have in each
wssue, articles and shorter picces with anunderly-
ing theme, This time it is Remembering and Re-
membrance.

When Dick Fulford visited the World War 11
grave of lus Uncle George, he had no idea that
ong of our Branch members was a survivor of
those ternible battles. Mr. Robert Cramp, now
aged 97, remembered incidenis from nearly 80
years ago when he spoketo Dick & I recently and
agreed that we could publish them in this News-
letter.

Remembrance is a rather special kind of remem-
bering, more formal, solemn, even with official
dates and some of these appear in “Remem-
brance Days™.

!
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R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

Established 1955

20 Coventry Rdl., MitHasbomugh Tel ; 01858 463082

TV - VIDED - AUDID - Wl H

Awuthorised Main Dealers for

SONY
ROBERTS

FRANK GILBERT'S

forall your

HOUSEHOLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &
COOKWARE
Spacialists

50 HIGH ST., MARKET HARBOROUGH
Tel: 01858462148

Low Cost, High Quslity
Mong- or Maulti- Coloar
Prirting of Standard or fmw;wgw Haapaft
spedially created designs & f’y%ﬂf
of Personalisad Stationery, | =74

Tz gonoimtneriial

. Py
Mote, Hirthday & Xmas Figin ;

: s in o Sy
Cards, Tickets, Posters, J

Certificates_stc.

Our gift packs make ideal| Tom Ashrore
inexpensive presents. | Tek MH 433108

Ihave also designed and producedthis
MNewsletter.

® - Members' Ties

T e e e T T e e T e s e

T wrroons |
| GARDENSUPPLIES |
| J.E.MARTIN |

MKT HARBOROUGH i
Tel:01858 462751 [

We support Fs

The Treasurer has
available the following
official RBL tems:

Badges i
Commemorative V] Day Mugs £1 5¢ 3

Going Abrocaed?

My attention has been drawn to a bookier
called "Health Advice for Travellers™ and
includes an application form which yon
take to the Post Office to obtainFormE111
This latter 1s your means of obtaining free
or Jow Gost emergency medical treatment in

most Burgpean countries,
Ring 0800 555 777 for your free copy.
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Thank yﬂu.’

[ am prost grateful to our
adwvertisers fortheir kind support,
to Mr John Forster for geperonsly

offermg the use of his Photocopier,
and to all those Members who have
encouraged me since the Newsletter
was faunched .
Together we canmake it more
successiul & usefil.
Tom Ashmora
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Coffee Morning

A big thank you must go to Betty & Tom Jes-
cock for organising such & snccessful event on
17th August, The arrangements had to he made
at very short nolice when the Otd Grammar
Schoel became available unexpectedly.
Branch members & others responded quickly
& gencrously to the appeal for help and for
items for the stals.

‘Therc was just time flz' ’

1% ey T} :'\l
to give the eveni [
some prior public- / '-.."y'ﬁ \r’
ity with a notice in =~ <3, """"'“""“,r} X)

the Harborough
Mail & wiath post-
ers around the
LW,

The venue being in the centre of the town en-
sured that passers by also were attracted ta the
activity. The raffle was well supported. many
cups of coffee and plates of biscuits were cen-
sumed upstairs & comparatively few items of
bric-a-brac remained at the close,

Financially 1t was a great success, contnibuting
over £240 to Branch funds, OF greater value
was that the Roval British Legion was put
firmly in the public eve at a time when
thoughts of, and preparations for, the Annual
Poppy Appeal are so important, There was an
encouraging number of people who wanted 1o
know more ahout the RBE and who were given
the Branch leaflet which had been prepared for
the oceasion.
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Meetings & Other News

MNew Standard

At the meeting on 12th September, it was
agreed that 4 new Bianch Standard complete
with its various accessorics, should be ordered
forthwith regardiess of the cutcome of the bid
made to the Carnival Committes for a donation.
The cost wilt be about £440,

Donations

The Age Con-
cern Commu-
nity vehicle was
vandalised re-
cemlly. As il s
used by ex-
service as well
a5 other elderly
people, 1t was
agreed that
£100 should be donated from the Branch wel-
fare fund .

1n & similar spirit of generosity, and as a mark of
respect and admiration for those marvellous
soldiers from Nepal, a donation also of £100 is
to be made to the Ghurka Welfare Trust (o help
those whose senvice has been terminated before
qualifying for the normal pension.

Reminders

Ag mentioned m the last Issue, you should con-
tact our Secretary, Andrew Marriott (Tel: M H
4348035} if vou wish to

order Xmas Cards or Diarvies or

attend the Iestival of Remembrance at de
Montford Hall on 2nd November,
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The Poppy Factory

I has become part of the British way of life {o
buy and wear a poppy each November, but this
tradition arose from the idea of a French woman.
it was a Madame Guerin, who shortly afler the
end of the “(ireat War”™, suggested that artificial
poppies be made & sold to help ex-servicemen
and their famulies. The first British Poppy Day
was on |1th November, 1921, but the poppies
s0ld had been made in France.

A Major George Howson, who had lost a leg
during the war, persuaded the then fledgling
Brtish Legion to finance a workshop o cinploy
other disabled ex-scrvicemen making poppies
and so with a grani of £2000, the Poppy Factory
was opened on 5th June, 1922 staffed by How-
son and five others.

From this modest beginming, the Factory bhad
grown by the mid-1930°g, to ap organisation em-
proving nearly 400 disabled ex-service personnel
& making cther producis and during the second
wiprld war was making things for the war effort.

Now the Roval British Legion Poppy Factory, as
it has become, emplovs 110 people of whom
about 80% are disabled and 60 disabled home
workers. It concentrates on poppies and other
Remembrance items, other activitizs now being
the responsibility of Royel British Legion Indus-
tries, based at the RBL Village, near Axlesfordin
Kent. The Poppy Factory 1s still at 20, Petersham
Road, Richmond, Surrey, TW10 6UR, where it
15 happy to have single or groups of visitors,

Tha Entertainments Commitiee might fike to cnn-é
sicler arranging a visit, possibly combined with one:
to the Yillags. If you would be interested, please lat:
’ma know or get in touch directly with the Chaimsan’
1or any Committee member......... Editor. :
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Legionline

You may have read in the Juiy/August issue of
“Legion™ about Legionline, the advice and infor-
mation gervice introduced by the RBL in May
this vear. Not restricted to RBL members, the
service is available (o all those st1ll serving, and
who have served in the Forces. [ used the service
recently and was most impressed by the friendly,
helpful advisor to whom 1 spoke. Most of the
calls the adwisors receive will be about Pen-
sions, Bepefits, Convalescence, Training and
similar matters which are the mainstream con-
cerns of the RBL. but my encuiry was different.

It arose from a conversation with ong of ouwr
members when | was delivering the last newslet-
ter. He had a query about a2 medal available to
those who, like himself, had been in the Nor-
mandy landings and atso wanted 1o get w louch
with a local branch of the relevant Association.

1 expect someone 1n the Branch could have
helped him, but | did not knew who that might
be, so 1 put his queries to the Legionline advisor.
He gave me the phone aumber of the Ammy
Medals Office (01905 772323} and one for the
Mormandy Veterans Association (0181 907
96421 for details of any local branch.

As it happened, when I lold our member what
the advisor had said, he teld me that he had seen
a reference to a local branch of the N V A, in the
“Leicester Mercury™|

If you, as an ex-service person, need ad-
vige or informalion ask Legonline, The
number to ring is 0345 723 725 between
Oam & 4pm, Moenday to Priday. It is
charged at local call rate, about 4p a
minuie. Or try the Leicester Mercury!!
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Remembrance Dayo

in the UX, the nationat day of remembrance
for those killed in both world wars and later
conflicts. is Remembrance Sunday, the sec-
ond Sunday of November. Prior to 1945 the
day was kmown as Armistice Day and held on
1 1thNovember. '

Last year, at the instigation of the RBL, the
fradition was revived of ohserving 1wo min-
utes silence at the tlih hour of the 1 1ih day of
thellth month, the time of the gignature of
the Ammmstice with Germany in 1918, As
Members of the RBL we should encourage
others to respect this act of remembrance this
vear and (n future vears.

Remembrance Day in{ anada1s still the 1 1th
November. '

i the TISA, the name adopted in 1954 for
Armistice Day was Veterans” Day and froin
1971 has been observed by most states on the
fourth Monday in October. Another dav of
remembrance was instituted inl 868 for those
kiiled 1 the US Civil War and then known as
Decoration Dav, later to be called Bemorial
Day. Since World War 1 it has been obscrved
as a national holiday on the last Monday in
May, traditionally falling on 30 May, in re-
mernbrance of ali Americans killed in war.

Australia observes two days of remembrance:

ANZAC Day on 25th Apnl and Remem-
brance Day on | 1th November.
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The Poppy Appeal Organiser
by Pater Wilson

The local area Poppy Appeal Organiser is not actu-
ally an office of the respective local Branch of the
Royal Brilish Legion but is designated, ofien on the
recommendation of the local Branch, and approved
by the Poppy Appeal Headguarters at the Legion
Village, Avlesford, Kent. He or she is responsible
for co-ordinating the whole of the Appeal withinthe
district of appointment and may include some other
place where there isno organiser or RBL Branch.

Inabout July cach year, the Organiser receives from
Appeal HQ a form for ordering wreaths, poppies,
crosses, publicity materinl, ete, Parmits for Street
Collections will have obtained from the relevant
aathorities & for House to House colections from
the Home Office, by HQ) which notifies the Organ-
iser when these may be held in his area,

The Organiser needs to ensurg sufficient Collectors
are recruited to cover his area and thatl permission is
obtained for them to be present on private property
such as, in Market Harborough, the Market place
and Shopping Precincts.

The Orgamiser is also held responsible for correctly
distributing the poppies and collection boxes, the
subsequent return of the boxes, and the counting &
banking of the contents. By mid-December he must
aecount for & remit o HO) the monics collecied,

In allthis activity, Fam greatly assisted by Renfe &
Dick Fullord, without whose willing & generous
help my task as the Market Harborough local
Organiser would be impossible.
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"Pilgrimos Progresos ”
AVideo

After the business part of the meeting on 12th
September, ihe film was shown describing the
work of the RBL Pilgrimages Department and
showing some ot the War Cemeteries and Memo-
rials to which visits have been arranged during the
past 10 years. It shows what the department does
to ensure that everyome who makes such a pil-
grimage has "a vigit of a lifetime”. There are
scenes of very many of the places which have
been visited, some of them ona regular basis. The
filin is incidentally, a tribute to the werk of the
War Graves Commission for the way 1n which the
cemeterics arc so beautifully maintained.

Although one member felt that the film over em-
phasises the work of the Pilgrimages Department,
mest of those who saw it thought it very mterest-
1z and worthwhile.

If you would like to sce it at home, you may bor-
row 1f, subject to returning it in good condition
and paying the cost of post and packing. Please
apply to Andrew Marriott.

Subscriptionos

The membershipyear ends on 30th September
and subscriptions (affiliation fees) for next year
lare due on 1st October. Unless yon pay by Direct
'Dehitor Bankers Crrder, the Treasurer would
prefer you to make vour payment to him at the
next meeting({ 10th October).

The amount due is £6.
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A Firat World Wer
Veteran Rememberos

Robert Cramp was a farmer’s son, born in
March, 1899, the oldest of 9 children. The family
lived tn a large house opposite the Crown Inn in
‘Tur Langton. Late in 1917 Robert was con-
scripted into the Army, jomning, not the local
Leicestershires but & regiment depleted by the
appalling casualties in France, the Manchesters,

His initial training was at Cleethorpes and he
adapted quickly to army life, but not to army
food. Athome the family always ate well and the
change from Mother’s roast meat to cookhouse
stew was a problem that had to be solved. A re-
sourceful and personable youog man, Robert got
permission to take early morning Holy Com-
munion mstead of normal Chuarch Parades, This
obvious devotion so impressed some of the la-
dies of the church that he was invited to their
homes and once more could enjoy home cook-
gl

Young Private Cramp was posted to France carly
in 1918, spending the first few days in a large
transil camp. Seventy eight years later, he still
remembers the names of two of the soldiers with
whom he shared a tent. Recently released from
“the glasshouse”, Pte. Kermedy & ex-Sergeant
McCauly, were accomplished thieves, a skill
demonstrated when a whole cheese arrived in
the tent!

Some time laler when in the front line and mov-
ing cautiously under cover, McCauly was on top
of the parapet showing every sign of having
made a successful rard on the rum store. They
found his body later, Even before this Robert
was a teetotafler bul the incident must have

Pape &

strengthened his resolve not to drink alcehol. In-
deed, heattributes his survival of the batiles of the
following months to having a clearer head than
somge of those who did take the daily issue of rum.

The seven or eight monihs before the end of hos-
tilsties, were spent not {ar from Cambrai, and his
recalt of names like Le Cateau, Pommereuil &
Mormal Forest, show that despite his mostly
lighl-hearted tales, he was indeed where some of
the fiercest battles of the war were fouglht. Yet, in
retrospect, Mr. Cramp still says,' Soldiering was
easier than farming”. '

His farming background may well have saved his
life. He recalls that at one time his unit was living
{resting?) at 2 Chateau and “they came to me and
said,'the Aid Post is short of milk. Can anyone
milk a cow?' . He set out for the nearby village
which was reported to be clear {of the enemy) and
found it desolate, In the gateway of a smallhold-
ing he found a dead cow, but in the cowshed were
two live ones. With his dixie full of milk, “Isetoff
to where the Chateau was but before [ got there
the Germans had blasted the place.” Beating a
hasty retreat, “I never stu;'nped running until I got
toLe Cateau™. '

A rather more sombre recelicction was of a lime
when, back in thetrenches, his Sergeant asked
him and two others to accompany him to recover
a man severely wounded in no-mans-land. With
great difficulty they carried him back on a
stretcher, but he had died before reaching their
own lines. Looking in his pay-book for identifica-
tion, Robert found that the poor fellow came from
Empingham.

The great offensive in July 1918, in which the
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British Forces were involved in the Cambrai
area, marked the beginning of the end of the
war, We asked Mr. Cramp what was the reac-
tiont of himself and his comrades to the an-
nouncement of the Armistice. “Dumb. There
was no jollificatton. ITnever sawa mansmile ..
Aman said, "My mate was shotat 10 minutes to
eleven’.”

The three or four months before returning
home were wastelul and frustrating, There had
been the chance of a Veterinary course for
which farmer Robert had eagerly volunteered,
“Draw two days rations and find vour way to
Amiens and report at Le Cateay on the way™,
he was told. [{e got a lift on a lorry bui it did not
go to Le Cateau and he never got to Amiens or
the Veterinary course. What is more, “1left my
twa days rations on the forry™!

Ofhis reactions to France as a country, he said,
“I saw little of real France. Only desolate vil-
lages. ... [ have never been back™ On me-
menloes, “My ooly souvenir was a German
bayonet. My wife didn't like it so I goirid ofit.”

Pie. Cramp became Mr. Cramp when he was
demobbed in Cambrat and in March 1919 he
docked at Tilbury en route to Tur Langton and
along life as a successful farmer,

He joined the British Legion in 1922 but {s not
sure whether he was a founder member of the
newly formed Market Harborough Branch,

Thank you Mr, Cramp for a talking to Dick Fulford
& | and for agreeing to share your memorias
through the colurmns of this newsletter, We are
Indeed horoured to have in the Branch such a teng
senvingmember of the Leglon ... Editor
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