Memorieo
by Hotspur

?It was about 1916, A soldier knocked at the stage
édﬂDI of a famous London theatre. He asked to
[ sec the star of the show - 1 think it was Vesta
Tilley. It wasg a very patriotic line dnd the soldier
was admitted.

He said to Miss Tilley, "I have written a song
whilgt ire the renches i Prance, and hoped you
might ook af it", She wok the paper from him
and tead the words and music. She then called
for the Musical Director. "ls it possible for us to!
play this tume this evening™ she asked. ‘Fhe!
musical director read through the tnusic, and said !

he woulid be able to play it at the Second House,

%— 1 [ | ¥

e
Unfiortunately the soldier was unable to siay for
the second house, but promised Lo do his best to
revisit the theatre the next day to gce how it all
went at the perfonmance. Miss Tilley sang the
song as promised, She recetved five encores. [t
was a Hit and she waited cagerly for the soldier
to cail in the next day. He did not come - neither
the next day - or ever again. The song was to
ibecome one of the great songs of the First World
:War, If you by the music sheet today the authar
is shawn 2s Anonymous.

The song was called
“Theve's a long long fraid awivding™

£d. This is definitely one of Hotspur's true
storfies, and very moving.
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Remincors

25th October. RAFA Coftee Morning, 9.30
ter 12 at the Harborough Theatre.

25th October. Centenary Concett by the
Harborough Band at St Dionysias Church,
Markel Harborough,

27th Ocreber. Poppy Appenl

House to Flouse {Collections start,
7th & 8th November. Poppy Appeal
; Street Colleclions,
i Volunteers needed in the town and villages. If
tyou can help by distributing Poppy boxes,
being & Collector or manning the Market stall,
please phone Dick Fulford on MH 4315815,

Sth November. Remembrancs Sunday Puarade
& Service at 5t. Dionysius Charch, M LT
11-11-11, Cegramony at the Town Square to
ohzerve the 2 minutes silence,

!

i

Meetings

Regutar meetings are
held on the Second
Thursday of each
month at & pm in the
downstairs  Function
Hoom, Congervalive
E'CIuI:} Building, Fairfield
1 Road, Mit. Harborg'.

Mext Meeting
9th October.
This is a conveniant
oocasion on which to
pay your Subscription
for the vyear starting

on 15t October,
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Eclitorial

Can it be 12 maonths since Ty Toueh eminded us
all thar Remembrancetids was fast approaching?
St igspes later we again festure the Poppy
Appeal, this time with geperal information fiom

HQ and cries for help locally, Please answer the

call willingly.

:Our main “T was there” story concerns the often!

forgotten campaient in Malaya just after the
War, and in which National Sorvicemen played
such a major role. One of them was John Cox
and he tells us something of his activities,

From a different time, a diffcrent place and a
different culture is the copy of a much creased
document typed on Amny paper, @ treasure from
fen Stigpson’s archives. It had no heading but
we have called it “A Fond Fareweli”,

(i

P

ans flotel
ST aemise, anperhly reownd B0 year ald caeshing ing
The perfect visiting blace...

4 Kook Jo; s oonnfiztanle acemight reesing sop - emen aemer
Far g Fogger atay

# Mlorting caflee Juezhees ond t¢ad o sicher the Crireetvztary
a2 Lrmge Bar, with ofe-ryact wilming chis som-ner

* Elegmt kive: esnvice recha-eanz anamded AN maesbs fos
206 $aad o wiar

# Abmsivs Fencdion eciiss anc rvabe din'sg taoms bar
meetings M ol b,

e [ igh Strset, badiaet Herbomugh, Lews SRR 7 M| s—

R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

tatabllshed $955

20 Cetimby £d., b Hatorough T - 91658 463082

1% - WIBCE - ABDA - Hi H
Auvrimrized Main Deatfsrs for

Panasonie

ROGERTS

b, . Phone(MBSE $4€664 Tux OTBNE 434101 - F

CHHNA and GLASSWFARE SPECIALISTS

WHITEMORES
asperxine she Parieh Charek and (8d Grapunar Scieod
Market Harborough
Fhane #6105

Wedgowood * Avosdey # Crown: Dby
Denrliom + isdroMNae « Cailhness Clnss
Swarpveki Crystal * Mesons onstone
Royal Scot Cryetal » Liliput Conages
Ceomfport = Pastineinan

FRANK GILBERT'S

for all your
NHOUSENOLDESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &

COCCOWOA IR
Spadcialixts

50 HIGH 5T., MARKET HARBIROUSGH
Tol: 01855 462148

Kenneth West's poema and its foreword wers The Cﬂﬂﬂfy JEWEHEI‘S
inspired by his I'Ei'l.ll'lﬂ to Normandy m EQIEA‘, b MrB Liis & Hers WATCH, CLOCK & JEWELLERY
what spatked off Bill Cotton’s recollections of ; SALES & REFAIRS
lite as a Boy Sailor we do not know. Hotspur . OUR SPECIALITY IS TO CREATE
may have beenl listening to old music hall songz 14 St Mary's Raad YOLR OWN DESIGHNER IEWELLERY
when one of his Memories came to the surface. ; Mariel Harborongh 56 Rish Streel
All make for interesting reading. Tel: {01858) 454308 Market Harborougih
E B ot ot e o S APPOINTMENTS AVAILAELE : Tel: (HE858) 462773

! ' We thank =zl the local

Branch & Other Newo - ;
mgjﬂd;f | Businesses which
L7 .
New Members. We welcome Mehvyn Mullin ‘ fcﬁp;};g:fsﬁgziﬁ
{Ordmary Member) and from Ohio, as our first MARKET fo s MARTIN
overseas members, Anne & Barry Bashore & HARBDAGHGH in iie:Newsistler { J-E.
£UL0S SLCATY : 5.1 MKT HARBOROUGH

John Marshall {Associates), Barry & Johu now
have the rare, probably unique distinction of
being memhbers of both the American [egion
and The Royal British Legion et S b

Triftlany: iniwmy i1 w ghanging woeld

Yok oIBES J62YET

Weland Housa, The Sguares,

Murket Iarbiraggh, Lojes, B TPl Weslbport
- L e T | Tive Rcyral Britsh Legion
S
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HMS Ganges
by Bill Cotton

Jamuary 9th 1932, Sam “Come on Bill; time to
get up. Uncle Fred will be here soon™. Uncle
Fred was taking me to the station to catch the
6am train to Derby. It was there that we had to
muster en route to Shotlev in Suffolk. Tram to
London, trains to Harwich ferrv to Shotley.
HMS Ganges was the boys™ Training Ship on
the Suffolk coast, a harsh place to be when vou
are only 15, and have never been awav from
home before.

It seemed to be alive with RPOs (Crushers as
Regulating Petty Officers were called).
Evervone seemed to be shouting at once
“You're in the Navy now and don’t forget it
and don’t ever let me catch any of vou
smoking

We were taken into a mess with about 26 beds:
told to stow our gear and fall in outside. We
were then taken to the dining mess and given

food (I think that™s what they called it).

Next day at 6, “Wakey, Wakey up vou get. ten
mimutes to wash and fall in outside™. After
breakfast we were taken to the main Barracks
to be kitted out, and then back to the ammnexe
where we had to sew our name tags on every bit
of kit. Five weeks of sewing, squad drill,
Dentist, Doctor, swimming tests, mast climbing
and at last the training started.

Into the main Barracks. into No 40 mess. then

Seamanship. Guonerv and School everv dav.
Eatly morning laundry (5am)} once a week
early morning bath once a week, and endless
marching.

Pay day every Thursday meant one shilling (3
pence} a week pocket money to spend on
stamps and sweets. The Tobacco Barons did a
good trade, as 20 Players bought for 11%%d sold
for 2d each. When caught smoking once vou
were given 6 of the best with the cane. In the
toilets the crv “Lobs a jock™ went up when the
Marine senfry was seen getting near.

Easter leave came and went and summer leave
was due giving 3 weeks at home with plenty to
eat and mother doing the washing It was
heaven.

On September 3rd 1939 whilst still on leave,
war started. Tl get called back now, I
suppose”. My mate Len Tebbut. who was in the
Fleet Air Arm was recalled and I went to the
station to see him off. That was the last time we
saw each other as he was killed when the
Glorious was sunk off Norway in 1940.

Back from leave we had owr exams and were
then classed as traimed seamen. October 5th
was my 16th birthday; October 6th I was off to
Pompey for my first real ship, but that's
another story!

The Ex-service World Games due to be held
in South Africa have had to be cancelled
because of security problems in Pretora.
Naturally, the Legion’s BEWSA team, which
the Branch had supported, are terribly
disappointed. We wish them well for the 1999
Games in Sheffield.

News continuned

Thanks are due to David Hawke for organising
the Dance on 12th September for the benefit of
Branch Funds. Sadly, it was wvery poorly
attended and a disappointing result after all
Dawid’s time and hard work.

Welland Park Memorial Tom Jeacock has
arranged for Harborough District Council to
enhance the setting of the memorial The
Branch has been asked by HDC for suggestions
for improvements to the Memorial Gardens.

Welfare. An elderly widow needed repairs to
the roof of her house - could the Legion help
with the cost? Service Committee member, Ken
Purdy found that cover was provided by her
House Insurance and helped her with the
Claim. Such help and sound advice can be more
vahiable than direct RBL financial assistance.

Battle of Britain Sunday. The Branch was
represented at the RAFA annual Service of
Commemoration held i the Parish Church
John Cox (deputising for George Fleming, who
was still recovering from a knee operation).
carried our Standard i the Parade and m
Church. Thanks are due to John and to the
Branch members in the congregation but it is a
pity that not more members came to support our
RAFA colleagues on their dav of remembrance
for “The Few™.

To quote Churchill, “At the summit the stamina
and valour of our fighter pilots remained
unconquorable and supreme. Thus Britain was
saved.... Never in the field of human conflict
was so much owed by so many to so few™.
( Their Finest Hour p2 75,




Poppy Appeal Collections
T997

House to House and Static Point Collections
should commence on, and no adier than, 27th
Oetober 1997, Such collections taken on private
property may take place throughout the peniod
27th October to Sth November mnclusive, These
may be pub to pub, office o office, shop 1o
shop, business o business etc, but NOT
colteciions in public places.

Remembrancetide  static  point  collections
comprise a way of poppies and scaled collection
box placed m business establishmenis, schools,
hospilals or any other premises hot having free
public access. Sealed static coltection boxes
placed in the absence of poppies may be sited
any tirng during the year. Special all year round
collecting boxes are available from the Poppy
Appeal for this purpose.

Collections in the street and public places
should oniy take place during the day{s} lor
which Local Awthodties bave granted a licence,
It is against the law to colleet in public places
outside the prescribed dates which for the
Harborough District Councal is t]le period Zod-
Oth November.

The “Charty™ stall in the Market Eall is
available to ws on Frday and Saturday 7th &
Bth November. Once again, the hire cost witl be
paid by the Market Traders. Renee Tulford had
said that she would like someone else to be
responsible for the design and preparation of the
stall, Volunteers please calt her on MHL 431515,
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Gently Graze the Cattle

By K.J. West, Fus {Ret’d),
11th Bn Royal Scots Fusiliers

In 1984, to celebrate the 404h anniversary of the
landings, 1 refurned to Normandy with my trusty
old hike and spent two weeks cycling aronnd
the battle areas. Startiog at Cherbourg, [ visiied
the American beaches and went on to the British
sector.  cventually reaching the village of
Fontenav-le-Pesnil, where, in a matter of a few
days, wnore than a quarter of the 49th Infanty
Davision (The Polar Bears) wore killed or
wourtded in the bloody battle.

I {found the orchard where T°d joined the | lh
Battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers on that June
evening. Memmies came flooding back of the
blasted apple trecs and the dead caltle, Tving
with their legs at grotesque angles, their innards
heaving with maggots and the stench of cordite
and death
penmeatny alk,

Now 4 vears
later, cattle were .- = E -

back in the orchard and :.mod
gudetly chewing, The
hedges had  re-grown }
and some new trees had

been planted, but older

ones grew i odd, twisted shapes, Many old
sipmps remaingd and here and there, cows
ribbed themselves against a broken stump, a
sceme of quiet solitode and contentment which I
{vond to ke a most emotional moment and one
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of the 1most memorable of the whols two weeks
trip, one which in some way, mads all the
former hardships and efforts  seem  so
worthwinle.

As Teveled on, T couldn’s shake this scene from
my mind and ! found myself putting my
thoughts mio verse, which were as follows:

Return to Fonienay

Gently graze the calile now,
Beneath the shady apple bough,

It guiet conterment they scrafch their rimps
Agatnst the twisted, grarled old stimps.
Blasted by shell whilst in their prime,
Fart of man’s inkutrman crime,

They rematn g memorial, still foday,

To those who fell at Tontenay
And died benoath the apde bowgh,
Wheve genttly graze the cattle now.

E s 3 - n . 3 " & #“ :_. ..
% CRO]\T\’VELL MU\“\?ERS
! [rarden Machkmes Speciahsts
5 SaresServee-Saay
FEEF professional advice, wamanly work
nodertaken, 2l work guaramtccd
collection & deliverny.
5% discount to RBIL
members on ali
purchases, on

production of
rmambership card

H
E
H
1
S B 23355 Mary's Road
L Tel (01558) 467539
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A Fond Farewell
(an echo of Empire - from7945)

“Address represemted om the occasion of the
repatriation of Capt K Stimpson RE 0QC 734
ILM.E. Platoon I.E.

We have this day assembled here to pav our
humble respects and homage to our worthy and
sympathetic Commanding Officer on the eve of
his repatriation to his Home, The United
Kingdom. As such our feelings can well be
imagined. We are not only very sorry to have to
part with him, but we are rather perplexed
about it. No doubt, Sir. vou must be having any
amount of pleasure in looking forward to vour
happy return to vouwr awaiting kith and kin
Every one should like the same. We also do
envy it. But at the same time our feeling at our
having to part with you are intense.

You will agree with us that we, inder vour able
and enthusiastic guidance have done our best to
keep up the traditions of the Indian Engineers
and have done our bit towards precipitating the
victorious end of the war. We can never
remember single occasion when we let down
the cause of Victory. really speaking it is not
only all due to your unparalleled qualities of
initiative, sympathy and appreciation. But it
should be needless to mention that vour
treatment with every body from a sepov to a
V.C.O was such that it not only inspired our
admiration for vou, but simply won our hearts.

As such we prav to God to shower upon vou
and vour nearest and dearest ones the choicest
of his blessings that he can possibally have in
His Stores and let the places where vour feet
take you flourish in roses and nightingales.

Before vou leave us, Sir, we desire to impress
upon vou that vou are leaving vouwr goodwill
and happy memories behind, which we alwavs
shall cherish for the rest of our lives. That will
be our only consolation.

We hope, that your successor, Capt K.O. Perry,
will do his best to keep our spirits as nice as
have remained hitherto. In him we foresee the
same traits of character as we have appreciated
in vou and we take this opportunity of assuring
him that we will leave no stone unturned to
maintain the same healthy relationship and
efficiency in the unit.

A word here about Lieut B H.C Robinson. R.E.
we think should not be out of place. He has
been all along quite understanding and
magnificent towards us and we pray for his
promotion in the near future.

In the end we request you that in case any one
of us has happened to annov vou in his
unguarded moment (Though we think that this
never have been done - much less meant) vou
will bury it here and not allow our happy
association in any way to be marred thereby. As
a humble mark of owr gratitude, we are
presinting before vou a humble token with a
view to ever remind vou of us and we request
that vou will very kindly accept it in the same
spirit. This reminds us of one of the most
passionate poets of vour country in the name of
Shelley when he composed the historic words
that, “Our sweetest songs are those that tell af
saddest thoughts”

So be it understood that our sweetest memories
will be those that will represent our feelings of
this time of having to sadly part with vou.™

Closed Period

Between l4th October and l4th November 1997
inclusive, no fundraising events may be held
except in support of the Poppy Appeal. This is
mandatory by authority of a resolution of
Annual Conference.

In eatly June School Packs were distributed to
all schools in England, Wales, Northern Ireland
and the Channel Isles to promote awareness
amongst voung people of the meaning of the
Poppy emblem at Remembrancetide and the
continied needs for funds. The aim of the pack
is to mform schools about the Legion's work
and to solicit their involvement with the
Legion, most specifically by inviting their
participation in a Poppy Appeal competition
and joining in the Two Minute Silence on 11th
November.

Wery often schools request a speaker to address
the assembled school. In cooperation with their
local PAO, branch secretaries are requested to
arrange a suitable speaker. A copv  of
“Suggested Speaker's Notes for Schools™ is
available, on request, as an aid to those making
presentations. The video “The RBL at Work™ is
available on loan, (or for purchase at £10.00)
by application to the Poppv Appeal.

Poppy Appeal Posters

Use of posters is an excellent wav of promoting
public awareness of the forthcoming Poppy
Appeal. Some new designs are available for
1997 and all members are asked to help by
displaving. and encouraging others to display as
many Poppv Appeal posters as possible. In
order to achieve maximum impact on the
general public, posters should only be



The Two YWearos of a National

Serviceman
by dodm Cox

Lif for m¢ as a national serviceman began on
20ith Febmuary 1952 (my 18(h birthday) at the
old Labour Exchangg office (now Park House)
m Leicester Road, Maket Harborough when T
stened on for 2 vears i the amy.

After medicats and interviews my {inal decision
was to join the Roval Anny Senvice Comps as a
driver. My call up papers arnved on the Ist May
1952 topether with 4 one way train ticket to
teport to Blenheim Barracks, Aldershot,

On arrival 1 was kined ot and gives an artoy
oumber and T became 22672939 Driver Cox I,
with 4 pay book and a wage of £1 2 a weel,
For the next 7 dayvs [ endured spit amd podish
before ening on to Blandford, Dorset for 8
weeks training - 4 weeks drill and weapons and
4 weeks driver training,

On completion of tis 8 weeks course [ finally
qualified and was posted 10 Watchfield,
Swindon on a 12 weeks Air Despatch course.
Here with the aid of one mock up Dakota, T
heeame a twamed Adr Supphes Crewrmnan and
was posted w0 Malaya to take part mm the
Malayan Campaign 1948 -1960. I was piven 4
weeks embarkation leave wand then sailed from
Soathampton  in the Ewmpic Trooper in
November 1952 atriving at Singapore 3 woeks
later.

I joined 3 Company RASC as g Scout Car
Driver in Johor-Bahm but later wy platoon was
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sent to establish a nrew base for the Company
ahout 360 mules o the north near ipoh.

Shortly after 1 was tfesnstered W 55 Adr
Despatch Company RASC near the capital
Faata Lumpur, We hived in tents in a cleaving i
the jungle but ¢lose to the airfield. We worked
in 4 mwan teams delivering sapply packs to our
Infantryinen fighting the Communist gueritlas
in the jupgle where wehicle  access was
impossible.

to soften the blow Coconut Fibre Bales were
used for packing, T well romember scorpions
emerging from thizs fitve and wles of the
presence of snakes in this land could il another
arficle for Tn Touch!

We had repular leave and wenl to Singapors
where the Union Jack Club and the Nuofficld
Cenite gave us rest and entertainment. But with
onby £1/2/64 a week to spend, life

We flew with RAF crews in
their  bwin  engined  Vickers
Vateita, dropping all knds of
supplies. trom ammunition and
tedical supplies to leaflets and
fond - including engs! We even
dropped live chickens fer the
Gurkhas!

It was hard poing and not
without danger as the packs bad
to leave the aircraft at the right
moment to hit the Drop Zones -

small clearings in the jungle. MALAYA

Often we ware flving  four
sorties a day at very low
atiitudes  wilhout  parachutes

SIM
THAILA

POl {Eameron
HIGHLARDS
.\rjl-

B HUALA LUKRPL

wasn't too pleasurable, I

Malaya was a most interesting
country. Apart ffom the jungels
there were nutngrous  rubber
plantations and Ipok was ining
country, A mountamouns  area
koown a5 the Cameron Highlands
was beavtiful country and al such
heights the temperature was
perfect and because of this the
main hivspital was there,

The Campaigm in Malaya up to
19610 was not well kmown at home
and  soldiers,  cspectally  the
Infantrymen. felt thal fhey were

SINGAPG the Forgotten Army, like their

over this thick jungle, and this
type of flying cansed orashes; there were eight
during the 19505 and oar Campamy 105t 19 men,
In all 15000 sorties were carried cut and
30,000 lons of supplies were dropped. During
the Monsoon period we stll had to fly every
day in appatling weathei.

All supplies were packed in wooden crates and
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predecessors in Burma, Siam &
Malaya had done during the war.

With mixed feelings | joined a2 woop train back
o Singapore on May 6th 1954 where | boarded
the TEmpire TFowey araving back m
Routhampton 3 weeks later and wag deinobhbed
on May 30th. My Army carecr as a National
Serviceman had ended!
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