16th August  The R X A Bric 2 Brac SaJe on °
the Chaity Stall in tho Market. |

Hﬂ'l September Dance at the Market Hmb-c}rmlgh
‘Conservative Club from 3 pm fo mideight Tickets :
{2.50. Kindly organised by David Hawke in aid of |
:our Branch Funds. Ring David on MH 431426 :
:2¥st September Battle of Britain Sinday.

‘Lots of people needed to shake hoxes on the i%th
& 20th. Ring RAF.A. Secretary, Jim Lloyds, on

‘MH 463174 if you can help. There will be coffee

in the Settling Rooms on those two days,

éthh Septemhber) R.AF A Coffes Momings :
:25th Qetober ) Harborough Thestre 930 to 12

25th October  County Festival of
‘Remembuance at the de Montfort Hall, Leicoster.

i25th October  Morthants. Festival of .
.Remembrance with the Black Dyke Mills Band af
‘the Demgate Theaire, Northampton.
25th Octoher  Centenary Concert by the
Harborough Band at 8t. Dionysius Charch, M H. ,
(8th November  Festival of Remembrance, Royal
Aihert[—laﬂdtz?:ﬂpm and 7 p.m, :

9ﬂ1 Movember Rememmbrance Sunday al \ffarlcu
I—Iarbamuc,h -

llﬂ: Movember Observing Two Minutes SlleucL
atthe War Memorial | lam. s_

'Further details of all the sbove events are available |
from the Secretdr} oo M H431515 :

——— e LA T LA 8 o —— ———

{ Ken Purdy has drawn our attention to Page
E 682 of the Channcl 4 Teletext Service It
| gives details of Service Re-unions and names,
} addresses and telephone numbers of Velerans
{ secking lost Comrades.
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The County Jewellers

WATCH, CLOCK & JEWELLERY
SALES & REPAIRS
OUR SPECIALLITY IS TO CREATE
YOUR OWN DESIGINER JEWELLERY
56 High Street
Market Harborough
Tel: (D1858) 462773

. Meetings

*Heguiar meetings ara.
sheld on the Se::nnd'
;Thursday of each;
imonth &t & pm in the |
idownstairg  Function
~Finnm in the Conserva- |
tive Club Building, Fair- |
fleld Foad, Market :
‘Harborough. :
iThe next meeting wil |
ibe on 14th August. it
iwil be followed by a
ishowing of the videc
Hfim of the 8th June
‘Ceremonies. :

Mr&Mrs FT Ashmore
8 The Pastures
Market Harborough

Leics,
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iy

Feod. Charty b, 218273

The Newsletter

for

Members
of

Market Harborough Branch
The Royal British Legion

Issue No § July, 1997

Editor -- Dick Fulfprd

67 Morthteigh Grove, Market Harborough,
IElG 3O)U. Tel: 01858 431515

Assistant Editor -- Bernard Halsall

22 Welland Court, Stamford Close,
Market Harbarouph LE L6 GFD,
Tel: 1858 465314




Editor's Page

Welcomne to Tssuc No 8 which containg one or two
unasual iems which we hope vou will find read-
able, Many thanks to those who have contiibuted
this ome. Can we please have more? Unusual is
Bill Cotlort’s avticle on the Zoly War. "In Touch”
does not go out of it's way to educate, bul few
people would have known that the Roval Navy
and Royal Marine Light Infamery were invalved in
1879,

A lighted account of a day in amore recent war
two bits of nonsense, for which both Editor
guilty, have been incleded to raise g few smiles,
wehope,

The main contribation, however, is from our
Chatrman who has produced two excellent reports
on our June 8th proceedings. It was a great day for
our Branch and for members unable to be there,
Tom’s articles are of great berefit. He has given us
a bonus by including photographs of the events.
Tom has also produced two copies of a Pigtorial
Record of the day's ceremondes and onc i3 avail-
able an toan if requested. The second copy has
heen sent to our “Sister Unit” of the American
Legion in Toleda,

Finally, our apologies for the late arrival of
this issue; we hope vouwiH think it was worth

watting for! ](,. .
Obituary
Sadbywr huve to report the deatht I
af two of our fellow members
Bon March
aid ;
George Spence
I We will remember them I ;
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The %ree Swansﬂorel |

£ endque, superbly renovated 600 year old coachirg inn
The perfect vistting place...

4 [deal for a comfortable ovemighe touring stop - even betes
inr 2 Jongst atay.

4 Morning coffce, hanches and tean In elther the Conservatory
ot Lounge Bar, with couttyand dining tds summer.
Elegnm xilver service restaucant awarded AA rovette br
ragd Food and wine
Mmcﬂve!uuﬁanmmmd private dining roaos Eer
meztings and eelebradons,

COCK & SONS LTD.

Established 1855

20 Coventty Rd_, Mkt Harborough Yel - 01858 463052

I¥ - VIAED - AU - W1 K

Authorised Mam Dealers for

SONY
JV.C. B ROBERTS

High Strzet, Market Harborough, m;: ;.:.'1:1 73 | T—
Phane 1858 466544 Rar: 01058 )
FRANK GILRERT'S

e e LU TR PR S -G

LT e e T

MrB His & Hers

Hair Fashions

14 St. Mary's Road
Market Harborough

Tel: (01858) 464308
APPOINTMENTS AVATLABLE

HOUSEHOLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &
COOKWARE

S0HIGH 8T., MARKET HARBOROUGH

T e T Ve —m e

forall your

Specialists

Tel: 01855462148

o Service and Products

designed for YOU

Ve
HARBOADUGH

Teastibioua] valoex In £ changing wedt

Welland Kouse, The Square, -
Market Harborough, Leics. LE16 TPD.
Tel: - (01868) 483244 '
Mambar of the Bulkfing Boviaties Amaccistion

PET FOODS &
GARDEN SUPPLIES

J.E. MARTIN

MKT HARBOROUGH
. Tel: 01858462751

WWesupport
The Royal British Legion

T R e
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The Royal Navy' s Involvement in the
Zulu War

Researched by Bill Cotton

Little 1= known of the Zulu War, even less is
known of the Royal Navy's involvement. After
the battle of "Isadhlwana" in January 1879 the
news was flashed to London that the Zulu's
armed with spears, had defeated the British.
HMIS Shah was at St Helena where the Captain
promptly embarked a company of the 83th and
a section 8/7 Battery R A from the garrison
and set course for Dwban (over 3000 miles
away), amriving on the 6th March 13879 At the
same time HMS Boadicea disembarked a
Naval landing party of 228, which, added to
the soldiers from the Shah swelled the Nawval
Brigade to almost 200 men ready to march to
the relief of Eshowe, a distance of about 90
miles.

Eshowe is about 40 miles north of Stanger
where Shaka founder of the Zuln nation had
been assassinated in 1828 and laid to rest. (I
visited this place in 1941},

The column was formed into two divisions.
The advanced division under Lt Col Law RA
comprised of 350 men of the Naval Brigade.
The rear division was under the command of
Lt Col Leigh Pemberton of the 3/60 and
consisted of 190 Nawval persomnel and a
company of Roval Marine Light Infantrv. The
column artillery was manned entirely by the
Royal Navy and Rovyal Marines.

By April 1st the relief column was seen from
Eshowe forming into a Laager (defensive
camp) on the south bank of the Inyezane river,
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near the Zulu kraal of Gingindhloue, which
had been bombarded some weeks bhefore by
No 1 cohmmn.

While the Laager was being constructed it was
reported that the Zulu’s were massing on the
far side of Umibi Hill There were about
12,000 of them; all the regiments which had
taken part in their victory at Isandhbwana.

After a night of steady rain the day dawned
misty. The entire Zulu charging “Buffale"
formation closed m at the rear on three sides of
the Laager. The British defenders under
General Garnet J. Wolseley, opened fire
between 300 & 400 vards range. The Zulu's
made persistent rushes to get within stabbing
range but failed After about 20 minutes the
heart went out of the attack and the Impis
crumbled away. No group of warriors got
nearer than 20 yards from the square, and
bodies counted afterwards totalled over 1000

killed.

In a final battle at Ulandi the defeat of the Zuln
nation was complete and the war ended. On
the battlefield stands a memorial which reads
"M MEMOEREY OF THE BEAVE
WARRIOES WHO FELL HEEE IN 1879 IN
DEFENCE OF THE QLD ZULU ORDER".

I had a great uncle who was at Ulandi; he
served m the Warwickshire Regiment.

In the early 19th century wnder Shalm the
Zulu’s built up an extensive and militaristic
kingdom in Natal, displacing other peaples af
southem Africa Zululamd became part of the
British colony of Natal 1897 .
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Branch News
The Dedication Ceremony.

Judging by the letters of congratulation and
other verv favourable comments received, all
those who were involved on 8th June, can take
pride in their part of the proceedings. It was an
honour for the Branch that the occasion was
attended by so many distinguished guests, by
the Standards and members of manv other
Legion branches and by the local ENA and
RAFA branches The ATC Band was
magnificent and the smartness of the ACF and
ATC Cadets who acted as Escorts to the
Colours was exemplary. Special mention must
be made of the enthusiastic support and co-
operation of the local Police, which
contributed so much to the success of the
occasion

The dignified church service, led by our
Chaplain, Rev. Chris Moody was truly inter-
denominational and the sounding of the Last
Post and Rewveille by members of the
Harborough Band, very moving.

A fairly unusual feature of our Ceremony was
the Trooping of the New Standard after its
Dedication and a Review of the Parade prior to
a March Past

The Twinning Ceremony

At a simple Ceremony during the Reception
after the Dedication, a Joint Declaration was
signed by which Market Harborough Branch
of The Roval British Legion and the Conn
Weissenberger Post #3587, of the American
Legion in Toledo, Ohio, became “Sister TUnits™
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“in honour, respect and comradeship™. It was
indeed fortunate that a member of the Toledo
Post would be in the UK on 8th June, could
attend the Dedicaton and could be their
representative at the Twinning Ceremony.

Market Harborough Carnival

The result of months of “behind the scenes”
activity by George Fleming was revealed on
Satrday, 14th June when The Royal British
Legion Float joined the Carnival procession. Tt
featured the famous Kitchener “pomnting
finger™ exhorting ex National Service people
to join the Legion. To emphasise that we must
also attract vounger people, the two ACF
Cadets who were Escorts to the New Standard
on 8th June were on the Float (still very
smart).

Getting very wet, the vohmteers manning our
stalls on the field managed to persuade
members of the public to buy just over £100
worth of Tombola tickets and items for sale.
The weather was not conducive to recruiting
but one man said he was likely to join the
Branch when he leaves the Army late this vear.

CHINA and GLASSWARE SPECTALISTS

WHITEMORES

apposite the Parish Church & Old Grammar School
Market Harborough
Phone 462945

Wedgewood = Aynsley = Crown Derby
Doulton = Lladro/Nao » Caithness Glass
Swarovski Crystal = Masons Ironstone
Roval Scot Crystal = Lilliput Cottages
Coalport * Portmeirion
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After eating owr sandwiches, we walked along
on that sunny afternoon. over the dunes and
past the village of Vers-sur-Mer, to a large
field where we made bivouacs with our ground
sheets. Tea was made on a lttle gadget
obtained from the Army & Navy Stores and
heated with a solid fuel tablet. As dusk
approached, we stood drinking our home-made
brew and we all waved as a plane flew
overhead. The plane turned and started to drop
presents for us, but unfortunately, some of the
bovs were hit by the presents and were badly
injured. “T bet he's from Birstall as well”, said
George.

It had been a long, tiring, but exciting day. We
hadn’t built anv sand castles or dug holes in
the sand there just hadn't been time. We
weren't sure just when or how we would get
home., so we crawled into ow makeshift
bivouacs and tried to get some sleep.

When was this?”, you may ask.

It was Sunday, 18th June, 1944

Editor.

We are grateful fo Kenneth West, a well
known local author, for this light-hearted
recollection of his Normandy landing on

D-Day +12.
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Memories
by Hotspur

In June 1940 I became a member of a “Flving
Column™. This consisted of around 30 soldiers
“Standing To™ one hour either side of dusk and
again an hour either side of dawn with a
“charabanc™ alongside. This vehicle was the
“flying part™ of the set-up. We “stood to™ on
ouwr own parade ground, ready to embus and
drive off to meet the invading Germans. Most
of us had a Lee Enfield rifle and 5 rounds of
ammo. This was how England was defended in
those days.

After about 3 weeks of this routine and no sign
of the enemy, we were moved to the nearest
coast, to a small town called Frinton. All the
inhabitants had been evacuated so it was like a
ghost town.

We were hilleted in the local Primary School,
which was about 300 yards from the beach
and no doubt our presence at the Front deterred
Hitler from his evil intent. Everything in the
school was very small to suit the small pupils -
small chatrs, small tables. and of cowrse small
toilets. Imagine the thoughts of an 18 year old
Virgin Soldier who having safely negotiated
the difficulty of settling on the small seat saw
in large letters on the door facing him

IF YOU NEED A MISTRESS
RING THE BELL

No wonder Hitler did not invade!
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Free Trip to France
by Eznnath J West

On the 20th Twinning wisit to Ofranville, 1
was sitting in the luxvry lovnge of the Brittamy
Ferrizs Duc de Nornandie and lulled into a
sense of contamplation by the gentle dip and
sway of the boat as she made her way steadily
to OUISTREHAM. my thovshts tuvrned to nry
first trip to Fanee in the days of my vouth

I was camping with nv pal George on the
outskirts of Sovthampton, when we were
invited to go on 2 trip to Franee with all
expenses paid. Thovgh warned by our parents
never to accapt gifts from strangers, we felt
that this was an imvitation which we could not
refuse. 30 with sandwiches in our lnap-sadcs
and our spades carafully tueleed into our belts,
wa climbad vp the gang-way.

panes’

-
-

At the top, we were met bv a man in a very
smart uvniform  and  bloe  pealed  cap,

whersuvpon nry pal George proffered a half-
crown coin and aslked politely for “One retum
pleaze”. Bomewhat taken aback the man mthe
pealeed cap raplied, “T'm sorry somny, but thers
aren’t anv raturn ticksts today™ or words to
that affzct!!

In the Cafataria we sach reeeived a matal tray
with indentations, into which were served
2oup, Maeat, potato, Vesetables and pudding.
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With the mlling motion of the ship, I mmadced
that the contents might sray. “Don't worny
Bud”, said an American voice, “Gat it down
wou - it will all zat mxed vp inside, anvway .

Bw the time we got vp on deck again, we could
see the coastline of France and all around us
could be seen boats and ships of all shapes and
sizes. Lhere szemed to be some sot of
celebration going on, with moclets and
fireworks gomng off in profusion.

Arpvnd some of the ships we could sze large
splashes. “Looks liks someons over thers 1=
Waldoing duclies in the cut™, zaid Georgs,
vsing Thurmaston slang for ‘throwing stones
in the water”.

Thiz was befors the dayvs of Roll-on-FEollof
Ferries, so0 with childhood memories of
brilding sand castles and digging in the zand at
Eler v and Mablethompe, we clambered over
the side and down the nets dangling from the
rails, into a small boat and sat off for the shore
Az we nearsd the water's sdome we wers
encovraged to paddle ashore and wait at the
gand dunes. Surprisingly, the water was quite
warm as we paddled our way uvp to the dunes.
But still the people on the other side of the
dunes ware “Yakking decliss’. some landing
in the sand beside ws. “That lot must come
from Birstall”, zaid George rather dispustedly.
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New Membars

Wea weleome three new members who joinsd
us in sarly July, Mr A Adams, Mr R England
and Mr A Tavlor. We look forward to sesing
them at futvre mestings and hope that they will
talce a full part in the actrities of the Branch.

Bih June Video

The film referred to on Page 5 maloes quite a
gond record of the Ceremonies and captures
much of the atmosphere of the occasion. It
rons for about 33 minutes. Copies can be
sepplied at £4 =ach + P&P Contact the
Editor.

Service Fetirement Pensions

Mew information iz awvailable on, (1) the
possible affect on ones Bervice pension when
reaching Natiomal retrement ape and ()
“Family Pension™ paid to ones spouse affer
vour death. Contadt Peter Wilson on BMH
464585 for details.

CROMWELL MOWERS
Garden Machines Specialists
Salss-Service-Spares

FREE profezsionsl sdvica, wamanty work
L. 4 vndertzken, 2l work gueranteed,
T\ collection & delivery.

£% discount to RBL members nm
all purchases, on productio
of membsership card

33 -385tMary's Road
Tel: (01358) 467589




A Day to Remember

For those who took part in the two historic
Ceremonies, Sunday, 8th June was truly
memorable. That concerned with the
Dedication of the New Standard was colourful.
dignified. sometimes moving and with a touch
of *Pomp & Circumstance”. The signing
Ceremony to mark the “twinning™ with our
“Sister Unit” of the American Legion in Ohio
was unique so creating a feeling that the
Branch had achieved a “First™.

Some of the many amateur and professional
photographs taken that afternoon. have been
mounted and annotated to provide, in book
form, a permanent record of the events. Also, a
video film was made showing exerpts of the
two Ceremonies. We are indepted to amateur
cameraman, Mr. Frank Pridmore for shooting,
editing and making copies of the film.

The following pictorial account of the occasion
is produced from small monochrome versions
of some of the original colour photographs.

The Twinning.

Signing the Joint Declaration

Mr. Barry Bashore signs on behalf of
Toledo Post #587

Marching to the Church

Secretary, Dick Fulford & Chairman, Tom
Ashmore
sign for Market Harborough Branch
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Coming of Age
Bv Hon Sec

| don't think it is generally known

That when one reaches that crucial milestone
Of four score years since date of birth

m (That's 80 years upon this earth)
That a grateful Government Ministry
Increases ones pensh by 25p.

So when | went to collect my new book

| was very surprised to see that wry look
Of Michael, my favourite Pension man
Who said, "Your new book records a span
Of 80 years: which gives gualification

For gratitude from a thoughtful Mation.

5o here's your gift of 25p .

Do be careful and spend it wisely."

Off | went, deep in thought

How shall | spend it? So | sought

m Advice from the Legion's money man.
"zeorge” | said, "Will you agree

To accept my rise of 25p

For the Welfare fund of your organisation?
It's a gift I've received from a grateful Mation_ "

But George our Treas is not always kindlee
For he hath served in the Queen's arm

He said, "That sum is derisory |

It doesn’t amount to 25p,

‘Cos the tax man will need to have his share
So all you will have is 20p spare.

With a sum of that nature, may | suggest
That you stick it somewhere under your vest!"

S0 back | went to my Pension bloke,

To ask his advice; and with a croak,

He said, "l agree it's now just 20p

So may | suggest you spend it wisely

on a 2nd class stamp which | can sell thee
To send a Thank You card to the Ministry!"
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The Review

Pazz Il

Homage - The Wreath Laying

Deputy Lieutenant, Col. R G Wilkes,
accompanied by the Branch Chairman,
"Reviews" the assembled company by walking
through the ranks and "having a few words"
with a few individuals.

The Salute is taken by Deputy Lieutenant
Col. R G Wilkes, with Clir Ken Day, the Chairman
of the Harbarough District Council, & Senior
County RBL Officers

To conclude a Ceremony primarily concerned
with those who served in the Forces of the Crown
and whao survived, the Branch pays homage to all

those who did not return.
Cur Wreath is laid on the 1914 - 1918 War
Memarial
by Mr. Robert Cramp, a veteran of that War.

As a mark of respect by our Sister Unit of the
American Legion, the Conn Weissenberger Post,
in Taledo, Ohia,
their member Mr. Barry Bashore, also lays a
wreath.
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At the Church

Because Market Harborough Parish Church has

no church yard and stands close to the road, the

standards formed two curved ranks flanking the

entranceinstead of the usual two parallel ranks.

Branch Standard Bearer, George Fleming with

the furled new standard. is seen at the extreme
left.

The Parade members, led by the wheel chairs,
pass between the standards into the church.




The Church Service

The Choir and the Clergy move down the aisle
as the Processional hymn is sung. They are
followed by the standards. The Queens Colour
and the County Standard take their places by the
pulpit and the Women's Section County standard
stands opposite. The other standards occupy
aisle-side seats in pews behind the first four rows
which were reserved for named guests.

standards movie in procession to the back of the
church.
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Preparing to Troop the Colour

Hawving left the Church, those taking part in the
Parade, formed up in Church Square and led by
the band, marched up Church Street, turned left
and left again into the High Street. The Deputy
Lieutenant, Council Chairman and Senior Legion
officers, seen on the right of the picture,
assembled to witness the proceedings.

During the second hymn, the old standard is slow
marched to the Chancel where the Rector, Rev.
Chris Moody, who is also the Branch Chaplain,

accepts it for safe keeping. Next, the new
standard, escorted by two ACF Cadets, is slow
marched to the Chancel where the Chaplain
unfurls and dedicates it and lays it on the altar. It
remains there until the Standard Bearer returns to
receive it after the Act of Remembrance and
another hymn_ After the Mational Anthem and the
Blessing, the service ends with the singing of the
Recessional hymn as Choir, Clergy and

Mr. George Fleming, stands with the New
Standard as the visiting Standards dip in salute.

Branch members and other ex-service guests
continue the two ranks between which the Mew
Standard will be carried in the traditional
"Trooping of the Colour” before all those whose
Standard it is.

Page 3

The Trooping

Branch Standard Bearer, Mr. George Fleming,
Slow Marches between the dipped Standards as
the ATC Band plays the tune "Amazing Grace".



