For your Diary
11th February. Branch Meeting 7.30 pm
25th February. Committee Meeting 7.30 pm

19th March**. Exhibition at the Harborough
Museumn opens, featuring the Branch.

20th March. Our actual Birthday

20th March. Husbands Bosworth Branch
Annual Dinner. Details & Tickets (£11) from
John Cox on MH434983.

21st March**. Band concert 7.30 pm
3rd April**. Anniversary Dinner

24th May.* Anniverary Service of
Thanksgiving. There will not be a Parade.

13th June.* Market Harborough Carnival

13th June. Queen’s Birthday Parade - London.
Andrew Marriott (MH 434803) has details
including Review parades & Beating Retreat
during the previous 2 weeks.

18th July & 29th August.* Branch Coffee
Mornings.

27 - 31st July** Visit to Holland with the
Normandy Veterans Association

16 - 18th August** . Edinburgh Tattoo - Note
change from notice in In Touch, Too.

** [lore on page 4 * Details later
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Contacts

At the AGM in December, it was decided to issue a
Directory of Members giving names, addresses and
telephone numbers. Those who wished to have any
or all of that information about themselves omitted
were asked in the last issue of In Touch, Too to
nform the Chairman. Three such requests have
been made and unless others are received by 10th
February, the Directory will be issued with the next
issue of In Touch, Too. Meanwhile, here are a few
fumbers you may need to call.

President Peter Wilson 464585
Chaiman Taom Ashmare 433108
Vice Chairman Connie Halsall 465314
Secretary Andrew Marriott 434805
Treasurer George Fleming 462711
M'ship Sec. George Fleming 462711
Social Sec Tom Jeacock 466829
Welfare Officer Ken Purdy 440623
Press/PR Offr John Sutton 464532
Meetings

Regular meetings
are  held on the
Second Wednesday
of each month at
7130 pm in the
downstairs Function
Room, Conservative

Club Building,
Fairfield Road, Mkt
Harboro'.

At the next meeting,
on 11th February,
Tony Johnson, a
witty and
experienced

speaker, will recall
some of his

experiences as an
escaping Prisoner of
War. Pdge 17

Regd. Charity No. 215275

The Royal British Legion
Market Harborough

Branch
1923 - 1998

Issue 11 January, 1998,

Editor —  Dick Fulford
67 Northleigh Grove, Matket Harborough,
LE16 9QU. Tel: 01858 431513

Assistant Editor — Bermard Halsall
22 Welland Court, Stamford Close,

Market Harborough, LE16 2ED.
Tel: 01838 463314




FEditorial

Welcome to the fitst In Towch of this our
75th Amniversary Year. The cover has been
changed to include a new T75th logo. This
mcorporates the Old Grammar School device.
surmormted by a large “75%, across which arc
the words “Years of Caring”. The design i5 to
emphasise the time that the Branch has been
doing benevolent work in Market Harborough.
The logo will also be used on Branch
stationery  and  on  posters,  tickets,
programmes. etc., for Events during the year.

1998 is t0 be a year to celebrate, a vear that
needs 10 be distingpishable from other years, 2
yvear to bc noticed. The list of celebratony
events and other happenings in “Dates for
your Diary” shows that this year is special.
Events needing your carly attentiop are
detailed 1 the Progranmme Update,

Hotspur's  “Christmas  Visit® shows an
emotional side to our well known wordsmith
as he stood on the “very spoi™ where “history
was made™,

At the request of our new Secretary, a series of
light-hearted profites of Branch Memnbers, is
to appear in Fn Toweh The Jirst is of our
Chairman, {{ (hink Andrew is cruel | Editor,)

And the Editor, wrting under his own name,
reveals in “Dad’s Army™, that he once wore
haki,
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f-——————?
The Three Swans Hotel

B i, seperbly renovward S0 yrar old coaching
The perfect vistting place...
# |dea) for 3 tombfnttable snermdght touring fop - et bettar

for a langer stay.
4+ Morhitg tnEEet,hmdmmﬂmﬂnddm the CaHPervacary

or Lowsge Bar, with courtyard dindng this summet,
* Elegan gikver service peataimant ssaeded AA maetee for
fvod and wine,

ool
+ Apmactve fnenion roams and privace Ginieg roome fot
meetings and celebradons.
== [figh Sroeer, Matket Harborough, Leics TE15 78]
. Thons 01058 466544 Faor S105E dA32101

R.D.JEACQCK & SONS LTD.

Established 1855
&0 Coventry Rd., Mit Harborough  Tad : (HESS 463042

¥ - VIBED - AUDKG - B H

Auwthorised Main Dealers for

Panasonic

Service and Products
designed for YOU

Ve
HARBOROLEK

Tradithonad vadoee i o chamgiog wasid

Welland Hortse, The Square,
Market Hathorough, Laics. [E1S TPD.
Tel: (DIB6B} 465244

Mnaher of the Eulidng Sedleies. dssstiniion

The County Jewellers |
WATCH, CLOCK & JEWELLERY '
SALES & REPAIRS
R SPECIALLITY IS TO CREATE
YOUR OWN DESIGNER JEWELLERY
56 High Street
Market Harborough
Tel: (D1858) 462773

(IHOMWELL MOWERS
Garden Machines Speciatists
Scrles-Service-Spares
FREE orofessional sdvice, warranty work
urdertgken, all work guaranteed,
collection & delivery.

5% dizcount 1o RBL. mempbers on

all purchaszas, on proguclion |.

: of peembership cand., |
33 - 35 5. Mary's Road

Tel: (01858) 467589 |

FRANK GILBERT'S

We thank al the local
Businesses which
suppodt us by paying
for advertising space

" in this Newsletter

for all your |

HOUSEHOLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARES |
COOKWARE

g
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Spoacialists

SO HIGH ST . MARKET HARBOROUGH
Tel: 01858 462148
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Miscellany

From our Maval Correspondent

{Editor | suspect Bill Cotton lost his Naval
History books when he moved house racently,
o that he considers Fn Towch is becoming a
channs! for too much “ofd men's” stores, so
he suggests the following dify to fiven things
g -By shooking us?)

dack Tar taok his girl to the seaside

One Sunday morn in July

They hadn't seen much of each other, so
Sunbathing they thought they would try.
With seaweed only as costumes

They lay on the sands all the day.

Now they see much more of each other, for
the tide's washed the seaweed away!

“In Far away Places.....”

There are Legion Branches in many parts of
the world and some are ocoasionally
mantioned in Legion Magazine. Did you know
that thers is one in Cork. in the Irish
Republic? Berlin has a branch, one of 18 in
Germany. In Spain, sun-loving sx-service ex-
pats. are catered for in & number of places,
ncluding Tenerife in the Canaries. There is a
branch and club in Valetta in Malta and San
Francisco branch, one of three in the States,
played host to a visiting Royal Naval ship a
few months ago. Nearer homs, Jersey Branch
celsbrated its 75th anniversary last year and
set a target of incraasing the number of

pEE=T—

i
5
Y% J E.MARTIN |
X MKT HARBOROUGH |
o Tel ; 01858 462751

We suppart

CTNA aued GLASSWARE SPECIALISTS

WHITEMORES

appwasite e Paeicl Churcl and (N3 ¢ormmmar Schack
Market Harborough

Phone SEI9235

Wedpewaod = Aynsloy * Crown Derby
Donlion « Lladeo/Nao » Caithness (ilass
Swarovski Crystal + Masons lronstong
Roys Scot Crystal = Lilliput Cotiages
Coalpart » Portissirion

lnembers from 875 to 1000 !
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MrB His & Hers

Hair Fashions

14 5t. Mary's Road
Market Harborough

Tel: {01858) 464308
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
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Rraanch aned Other Newos

Menin Gate and Tyone Cot Cemeterv. In
March the Band of the Market Harborough
Squadron of the ATC, will be visiting Belgium
agam. To make the visit more personal the
cadels wish to place small Remembrance
Crosses on the graves of men from Market
Harborough.. If you know the name of amy
local man buried st Tyne Cot please ring the
ATC C.O_F1 Lt Jobm Standish (0116 240 4170)

Welfare. At the first meeting of the new Branch
Comimittee, Peter Wilson announced his wish to
relinguisk the post of Branch Welfare Officer
(in RBL partance, Service Committee
Secretary). Welfarg is larpely work hehind the
seenes and few will konow the full extent of the
time and understanding support Peter has given
to those he has helped over the years, Thank
vou, Peter fir all you have done and for
promising to be 4 source of advice and
knowledge for your successor Ken Purdy.

Ken, who can be contacted on MH 440623, 1s
supported on the Serviee Committee by Connie
Halsall and Tony Johnson,

War Pensions, The D.5.5, have announced an
increase of 3.6% from April, 1998 in line with
the Retzil Price Index. The Legion believes thal
many ex-service people do not kmow of their
entitlernent lo War Pensions and is campaigning
for greater awareness.

War Graves Pilerimages. The latest 1998
programme issned by Pilgrimages Department,
lists 29 wvisits between April and November,
Andrew Marriott (MH 434805) has the details.
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Branch Meetings. There is a widespread

focling that our monthly mestings have lefi

muych to be desired. Your Commuttes discussed
the problem and have proposed certain changes.

» The Branch Commitise should be the main
vehicle for conducting Branch busimess. It
will therefore mect monthly {on the last
Wednesday), Matters of maportance would
he gut to the next Branch meeting, iwo
weeks later,

» Freed of mnch of the business detail, the
“formal” part of Branchk meetings would be
mch shorfer and sometiines even omitted.
Thug mestings would be more “Socal”
occasions, s¢ encouraging the comradeship
which 13 one of the purposes of the Lepion.

o Branch meetings will stact at 7.30 pm.

At the Branch meeting on 14th January, these
proposals were accepted. Members present
sugezested thar mially activides would include
films, a quiz, and talks. Other ideas would be
tried 1o suit the wighes of Membars,

Questionaire, ILess than a third of cur members
are present at any particufar meeting and about
half seldom il ever attend. To ty to discover
why, a questionaire is 1o be prepared t0 which it
is hoped ali members will respond. From the
answers, the {ommittes hope to be able to mest
the wishes of many more of our memnbers.

Spaca Fillats
+ The cook was a god cook, as cooks gorand as
good ¢ooks 9o, she Weht..eirisessnisas vereradali

* A commiflee is a group of the urwilling, chosen

from the unif, fo do the unhecessaty.......4non |
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Cheistrmes Viait ‘07
by Hoispur

There can be few places in the world where one
car stand and say, “History was made here - on
this very spot”. Over the Christmas holidays T
was able - nav privileged - to do jnst that,

Little dad 1 realise as [ was doven through the
gates towards the Guard Room, and then on to
the mess, that [ was entering a building which,
to my generation, is hallowed ground. I was
entering Bemtley Priory, home to 11718 Group
Foyal Air Force, but 1o 1940 Headguarters of
Fighter Command, the last and greatest
command of Air Marshall Dowding. For 1t was
here, it this building and on this very spot that
Dowding conlrolled and conducted the RAF

Fighter Squadrons of Hurricanes and Spitfives

over Dunkok and later over England in the

Battle of Betain, Here in thds beantiful country

house Dowding must have moved from roorm to

room receiving the latest reports, watching the
From page 9.

Editar's Mote
The FHome Guard was "stood down” on

Armisfice day, 1944, At its peak t numberad
1084 ballalions - 1,701,208 men and 31,824
womean. INVADERS WERE REFELLEDS

Page 10

losses mount, all the tme knowing of the
superior forces available to the epemy. Here,
when poing ont to stand in the beantitl gardens
he would have seen the battle raging in the skies
above, and here towmrds the end. when
Churchall, wisiting to watch the battle for
himself, had said to Dowding, “Send in the
reserves!”, received the reply, “Sirl We have no
reserves.”

You can hear those words echoing from overy
wall and ceiling of this historic building, as you
look with pride and awe at the many portraits
and photos of those who took part in these
mighty events. And you tread quietly and
reverently over what has become to vou in buta
few mmnutes, hallowed sround.

And wou can read on every tribute, every
presentation, every roll of honour the immortal
words which must have echoed through these
rooms and cortidors when Dowding and his
men knew that they had won - “Never in the
long mstory of human conflict was so much
owed by 50 inany o so few ™

* More than three years later this same building

was nsed by Montgomery in which to plan and
co-ordinate the invasion of oeccupied Ewrope.
From the debacle of Dunkids to the hiberation of
Forops this building has seen it all. The fie of
our country had hung by a thread, and had been
saved by the men who served and commanded
from tus building.

H was an honow and a privilege, made all the
greater by being unexpected, to stand and stare
on the very spot where the lrie of our county

had been rescued and sustained.
Page 11



Deiel's Armiy
by Dick Fulford

War on  Germany was declared on 3id
September, 1939 T was too old to be
conscripted at that time so, eager to be “in on
the fun”, 1 volunteered to join the Boyal Navy
the following month, The Nevy however, was
then fully manned, all reserves hmving been
cafted up. S0 1 had to wait and wait T did wnal
Avgust 1940

For a month or so after the owtbreak of the War,
little happened; it has since been referred to as
the “phoney war™. But the bubbie burst in a big
way In the Spring of 1940; Denmark, Norway,
Holland snd Belgium fell to Hifler's Forces in
April and May, and in June France surrenderad
on the 22nd, followed by the Channel Islands
which were occupted on st July.

S0 Britain was alone -~ owr “Finest Hour™| Now
that invasion was more than likeby extra defence
was necessary and on 25th May the L.D. V. was
formed - Local Defence Volunteers or rudely
referred to latar as the “Look, Dive and Vanish
Brigade™ [ joined immediately - my 23rd
birthday.

Armed with 2 4/10 shotgun and a home made 1.
D, V. Armband T was detatled 10 report to a cant
shed on the top of one of the Wiltshirg Downs,
Lord Eseex had been appointed C. O. of our
village contngent and [, being the youngest
was nominated his “ramner™; as telephones were
uchesrd of at that time. The other volunteers
wore gpgrcssive World War I veterans, all
armed with rifles, shot gons, cutlasses and home
made pikes. Look out Hitler, we, the LDV are
ready for vou!
Page &

Then two months later, on 23vd July 1940, the
Home Guard was fonned and replaced the
LIV, One by one we were kitted out with Army
uniform bt I missed owt, for just a month later
my uniform issue was Navy blue and my Armny
career had ended.

{ am proud, however, (o have been a volunteer
in “Dad’s Army” and T treasure the proof of my
service; a certificate signed by His Majosty.

ln the years obim aur {'-uunh-y

wan it reirtal -rlmrugﬁ

Aeais Docker SUIEAAD,

mhe smwnl ISP L2 1B - iTTR Coptasisr, s,
o frmeronaly of Iy tnae wad

for e dedence by v of ann

and with hin Bl i need be

g

THE HOME GUARD

I cannot claim Royal British Legion Ordinary
Membership by visiue of my time n the LDV &
Home Guard for that was for only 3 months and
owr Hadbook says © momnths servige is
required. But I do qualify through my
subsequent 6 wears of service - but that is
another storyt Continued on Tage B
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Anniversary Yecor -
Progmmme Update

All events for which dates are firm are listed on
plo. The following require earty action,

Museum Exhibition, Please dig out any
memorabilia which would help to tell the
History of the Legion in Harborough,

Band Cencert. By the Harborough Band on
Saturday, 21st March at 7.30 pm at the Baptist
Church, Market Harborough, This is a public
concert the proceeds from which are for Branch
funds. Please give it maximum publicity.
Tickets £3.50 from R D Jeacock & Sons, Lid.

or for seats for Members and their Guests, from
Tom Jeacock (MH 466829

Anniversury Dinner. Friday, 3rd Amil at the
Wellingion Svite. A special 7-course meal for g
special occasion, £ 12.50 per head. Send a
deposit of £5 per head for yourself and vour
guests, fo Tom Jeacock as soon as possibie.

Edinburgh Tatboo. A 3 day, 2 nighi Coach
trip. 16th to 18th Augnst, staying in The Siation
Hotel in Dumfiies, © renowned for its excellent
cuising” and including ticket to the Taftoo.
Price £124 per person. Note change from notice
in Fn Fouch, Teeo. Early booking advised,

Visit to Hollapd. In conjunction with the
Normandy Vetersmns  Association, 27 - 3st
Juby. 5 days 4 nighte. Steyving half board at a
recommended botel in Valkenberg . Price £170,

For more details of any of the events and to
book, please ring Tom Jeacock (MH 4668253,
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The Duties of the Branch
Chairmman

The Model Branch Bve-laws, which are st out
i the RBL Mangement Handbook, define the
duties as,

{a) as the Chef Executive Officer to direct afl
branch actvitics,

{by to chair the branch meetings and be
conversant with the contemis of the Roval
Charter and Schedule of Rules and other Legion
publications;

{c) to control meetings effectively, ensuring that
they arc planned according to contenr and time,
avoiding the impesition of his own ideas on the
meeting tuat  encouraging participation from
members;

(d} to delegate responsibilitics to the members
but 10 ensure that such duties are effectively
performed;

{e) to cnsure thal proper handovers take place,
such as enswing that all minnte bhooks,
cormespondence, Legion publications, branch
papers and keys are handed over ... ;

(f) to sel an example ag an active member of the
Legion and make himseit available for advising
bothk the committes and the members;

{2} 1o ensure that such sub-commiticgs,

individuat officers and members for specialist
functions are appombed as necessary.
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That’s the model. now how does our chainnan
measure up?

Examinet's Report oh the
Performance of the Chaitman’s Dufies

{a) "Digs his oar in a bit desp” which freely
transiated means too much intederence?

(b} Knew where te find the Bye-Laws.

{e) Should rake boring meetings short &.
leng ones interesting. Shautd give ail
members special microphones so he can
hear their comments {participation) and so
they can only speak one at a timsa.

{d) Ses (a)

{e) "Cick, has Andrew got all your paperwork,
apart from that which the Chairman lost?”

(1} ¥es, prety active; but advice.. .7 Could try
calling M H 433108.

(g) See {a).

Genegral Commeants

Not too bad for a “New Boy™ but should [eam
to relax & smife more, to lecture less, to
explain things mare simply and to produce
less paper.

Sighed....... O For Fand
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Your Chairman - An Interview with 'arry Porter
An fn Towuch Exciusive

‘arry  “Tell me, Mr Chairman, when did you
join the The Roval British Legion™”

Y € (smiling as he relaxed with his slippered
feet on the desk) 'Tess formality, “arrs,
call me Tom. What did vou say?”

“arry  “Tell me, Tom, when did you join the
The Roval Botish Legion and why?”

YO “3years ago because T waoted a cup of
coffee ™

farry  “but Tomy “Rervice not Self”

¥C {gerting serious) “arry, there's nothing
wrong with “Service and Self”. Givingz Service can
provide a great deal of self satisfaction.”

‘mrry  {quick as a flash) “and what Service
has given you most satisfaction™

¥C (taking feet off desk and turning to the
computer) “Helping to produce and
distritante Ten Fouech, ©

‘arry  “Hold it like that.. ...




