For Yowr Diary
Hkth Feh.. 7 30pm Branch meeting (see p17)
I4th Feb, 7 30pm Commitise Meaeting
3rd Mar. 7.30pm Bosco's Bash (ses p17)

1th Mar, 7.30pm Branch meeting - Video fiim
and Talk by John Clark sbout
Parton Dawrs work on
decontamination of Anthrax

24th Mazx, 7. 50pm Committes Meeting

25th Mar. Royal Marines Band Coneert at de
: Montfort Hall. Ring John Cox for
details. Transport may be available,

. 14th Apr, 7.30pm Branch Meeting - Social
event to be arranged.

1st May. Coffee morning at Harborough
Theatre

124 Jun. Market Harborough Carnival
26th Jun. Poppy Race Day at Newmarkat

Witch this space for details of events sall
being planoed. With vour help and soppost
we can have a really excibing and worthwhile

prograrne of social aud fund raismg activities.

CHINA and GLASSWARE SPECIALISTS

WHITEMORES
appenite the Porich Charch and (8 Grassomar Sechoal
Market Harborough

Phong 62945

Wedgewond * Aynsley » Crown Derby
Doulton = Lladro/Nao * Caithness Glass
Swarovskl Crystak « Masons fronstone
Royal Scot Crystal » Lilliput Cottages
Cralport * Pormigirion

FPage 1&

Boasco’s Beash

In response to pepular demand, Tooy Johnsoen

has arranged 2n Informal Evening Meal for
Wednesday, 3rd March in a private room. at

Bosco’s, Coventry Road, Market 1Tarborough. i

The poce of the meal is £7.95,

o TIME

:fli" vou pul your namne down at the Japuary
i meeting, and have not yel relurned your choice

PARTY

of menn form and deposit to Toay, please do
g0 before 3 1st Jannary.

Ti vour name i8 not on the st and you wish to
attend, ring Tony on M1 44050 immedigiely.

;usual  shart  business

Meetings

FRegular mesatings  are
held on. he Second
Wedpasday of each
month at 7.30 pm in the
downstairs Functicn
Room, Conservative Cheb
Building, Fairield Road,
Market Harborough,

At tha next meeting, on
10th Fabruary. after tha

session, thery wil be a
talk by John Liddsit on
Iraq. John has tirst hand
knowledge of the Middle!
East having sarved with|
ta Arab Legion.

Reg. Sharily Mo, 216778

The Royal British Legion

Market Harborough Branch

Founded i 1923

Over

Ye

lssue 17 January, 1998,

Editor -~ Bernard Ialsall
22 Welland Couct, $tamford Closs,
Market Harkorough, LEL6 95D
Tel: 01858 453514




Editosial

Eor the first time o the history of the Branch, we
have a “Lady Chair” and the final stronghold of male
dominatron bas fallen! However, it should not be
forgotten that women have been an integral part of
our defence forces since earky in the First World
War. My oo mother served for over lwo vears
France and Belgimm from 1916 onwards, as no doubt
the mothers of some of our present members also
served. And m the second war, women took a
prominent part in the defence of our Tsland in afl
throe Sevvices, wiibst today women are trained For
combat at seh, on land and in the air,

Sadly, Women today seem to bear the bront to the
suffering in any conflict - indeed in Central Europe
they appear to be the main target for boaiile arack
and terres.

S50 “Welcome, Madam Chair, aod may we all give
you the support necessary to make your temm of
office a Happy and Successful one™,

Help!

In emy first isswee as Editor T peat in an appeat for
material to publish 10 later editions. I was
ovetwheimed with nothing! :

However. 1 had no donbt that this was entirely due to
the approaching christnas angd s svtendant duties,
So, now with Lent the next milestone get vour pens
{and fingersy out and lets have it! There must be
something faitly interesfing that has happened to you
sometime in the long wears that have gone before.
Don't worey sbout grammmar and spelling. 1t can’t be
worse than mine, TF we can receive a short note or
cospment from each of vou, then a reasonable “float”
of articles can be put tapether, and my job will be a
lot easier! T antictpation, very many thanks,
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Thie Three Swans Hotel
o temicu i, meperbly ranovated GO wear ol coashing i
Tie perfect visling place...

# ke fror « comfo-ta™e puermdht oering sop - sn et

o 2 boaegee e
& Morriong chffes, ] and i & Cotors
azLowengs Sar, L'ﬁﬂvﬁ:mmfdﬁrﬁmﬂ. i

# Blrgatt sthiet sepalct testalimant st ed AN ronety for
oo ffoad and wine.

+ At fusction 1coma end privee diing togrms for
nirecindgs st selebiatios.

w——Hllgh Saoer perzer Hachoomupy, Zelin LELS TH| e—me

_ MOWERS

o Phoae B1BEE 466544 Fuc)1B58 438184 f

CROMWELL MOWERS
Garden Machines Specialists
Fater-Service-Spares
FRIE profesaional advics, warranty work
idertaken, all work guerantecd,
collection & delivery.

545 discount b REL mernbars on

8% purchases, an production

af memership cand.

33 - 35 5t, Mary*s Road
Fel: (01838) 467589

The County Jewellers

WATCH, CLOCK & JEWELLERY
SALES & REFAIRS
OUR SPECIALITY 1S TO CREATE
YOUR OWN DESHGNER [EWELLERY
56 High Street
Market Harhorough

We thank all the
local Businessas
which suppart us
by paying for
advertising space
in this Newsletter.

R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

Estatiahed 1955

20 Coventry ., Mid Hamomugh Tel - 01858 G852

1¢ - VIDG - RNGEC - B R
Autkorived Main Dealers for

SONY
.v.C. W ROBERTS

Tel: (01858) 462773
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FRANK GILBERT'S

for sl your
HOUSEROLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &

COOKWARE
Specialists

SOHIGH ST, MARKEY HARBOROUGH
Tel: 01858462148

Service and Products
designed for YOU

Vi
HARBOROUSH

Frakilbmal valuer In i firig witek

Walland Hoase, Tha Jquare,
Market Hastwrough, Leics, LE18 TFTH,
Tel: {fHIB5E) aGFZ4d

Mokt o et Bl oAy Beanrio o sderadiogn
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Continued from p 11

The results of my vessarch were stariling to say
the lean. Ar that time there were some 40
prisoners out of 374 who had served some nme
in the armed forces: this was a stagyering 10.6%
of Gartree’s prisoner population! On my wing
there were 12 men out of 80, some 15%, and of
these & men bad been scrzeants or above. These
12 men had between them given 130 years of
service to “Cueen and Country™.

Fhiv is the first part of an inferesiing and

thoushiful article from an unusual source. It
will be contired i our pext ingue.

. PETFOODS
GARDEN SUPPLIES

J.E.MARTIN

‘MRT HARBOROUGH
Teol: »ISLE A62TEE

Wve support

MrB His & Hers
Hair Fashions

14 5, Mary's Road
Market Harborough

Tel: (Gt858) 464308
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

John Liddel on The Arob Legion.
10th Feb - ofter the monthly
meeting. Don’t miss it!
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Christmuas Presents
try Hotspur

Christias prestnts change in significance as ome
joarneys through Jife. The sarhy years are probably
hest. as it t5 mainly “receiving” without the problomes
and expense of “zving”, And after the flush of early
adwlthood for most of us it 15 a :

changed Clristmas routine. We
kave to think of others. And kid
purselves that it ia “Better to give
than to recelve™! After pasging 50
yveurs old the whole business
becomes a bit of a bore.

So I was delighted this Christmas
1 raceive a book, the review of
which | had read scme weeks
before, bt could nol affoed - as
it was Christmas very soon and I had not bowght
anything for znyone.

The bool s wrtten by a cryptographer who in
January, 142 at the tender age of 22 joined the
Code Department of  “Infer-Services Rescarch
Bureaw™ - or 5. O E. for short. His father was an
antiquarian bookseller  and his shop was called
“Narks & Co" OF 84 Charing Cross Road No
doubt spme of us have browsed through the window
of the shop on a wartime leave. The author, Leo
Marks koows his stuff and holds the reader’s
attention for the whole of the 600-odd pages. Within
a vear he is promoted (o Head of Agemts Codes, and
one’s taken oo A fascingting journey along the
comidors of Whitchall by this brash bur brilliamt
VOUG i,

I can guarantes he will hold your interest the whole
time - I am on page 326 for the second time and its
noi a month xince Christoras.

[ nearly forgot - the book is called “Betwesn Silk and
Cyanide” by Leo Marks, published by Harper
Collins. ¥ou will enjoy it.
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Neuws

QOPS!L At the fast AGM it was agreed that a
Resolmtion should be put to County Conference
to rtemove much of the discrimination against
Associate Members, When the saggested
amendments to the Rules were submitted to
County it was pointed out that what we
proposed was already operational. We were
using an out of date Rule Book!!

January Branch Meeting. Amongst 1deas For
soctal and other eveats for the coming year was
the suggestion that as 1999 would see the last
performance of the Roval Tonrnament and that
the Legion would be taking part, the Branch
shomld arrange a visit on 31st July of there is
sufficient interest from members.

The Legion, in conjunction with Newmarket
Race Couwrse, is holding a “Poppy Race Day™
with special events including & tmassed parade
of stapdards. A good deal of interest was shown
at the meeting and a Branch ocutng is possible.
More details as they become available.

Later in the vear it is hoped to have an evening
of films of local interest made and shown by
Harborought Movie Makers. This is the grop
which video recorded the Légion d'Honnenr
presentation which they are now editing fo
produce a video film for our archives.

The Diary on page 16, lists evonts alrsady
apreed boi what other activities there will be
depends on Branch members. The Edifor will
pass o vour ideas, iterest and offers of help or
coniact any Committee metnber,
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Market Harborough wino Cupf

It's not cricket or soccer or even tiddhy winks!
It is the Jack (Quaim Trophy for Endeavour,
awarded to the Branch in Leicestershire and
Ruotland which is adjedged to have made the
greatest endeavour duting the wvear. This
mposing piece of silverware was presented at
the County Conference on 23rd January to the
our Delegate. Vice-chairman, Tom Ashmaore,

Te compete for the award a Branch has to
demonstrate especial effort in each of a number
of areas. Under “raising meney for the Poppy
Appesl”. we¢ ciled improved planning,
organisation and conwol: ar extra day of Sheet
Colleclions: more stafic collecting pointz &
maore wreaths provided. Effort to raise money
for Branch Fonds mcloded five specified
svents, seeking sponsorship and donations,
ubtaining payment for advertising space i fn
Touch, etc. As aids o recruiting we
mentioned producing and displaving a new
leaflet. owr stand at the Carnival, “Open
Harboroueh™ exhibition and Internet Web site
demonsiration and encouraging imembers to
“spread the word” in their everyday contacts
with other people. We referred to successfil
welfare work and o many examples of
Publivity given to our activities to inorease
Public Awareness of Branch and Legion, Under
Public Relations we listed some of the many
orpanisatrons :nd individnals with which we
mainkain close contact.

Our submission stressed that major enmmphasis
had been gven to attemipis to  increase
Members’ interest and sense of pride in Branch
and Legmon as a prerequisite to suceess in afl
ficlds of our endeavour.
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Vetercna' Advice Hnit

The Ministry of Defence has set up a Veterans'
Advice Unit to provide ex-Servicemen and
woinen with a dedicated imnformation and advice
SEIVACE,

In establishing the VAU, MoD and VAU staff
bave limised closely with ther government
depariments, loval suthority social services, and
non-govermmmental orgamisations® who work in
this area The VAL will conlinue this hisison to
easure it provides a comprghensive, informed
and helpful service.

The VALl is staffed by expenenced Wamrant
Officers from the Army, Navy and Air Foree,
wha are taned in telephone communication
skills and have access to a range of mfonnaton
likely to be ot uze to individeal ex-Servicernen
and woanen.

Veterans can call the VAU on 08456 62 03 02
at logcal call rates. Telephome lmes are open
Monday to Frnday, 09.00 - 17.00, with an
answerphone operating outside oftice hours,

* The RBI. has been operating LegionLine
which can provide mformation on aty Service
or ex-Service related topic for many monids.
The local call charpe nunber is 0345 725 7325,

Promotion

a Sergeant™

In He days whan Policemen had a rouling beat, sur friend was
oft night duty, and his beat took him past his own house, It was
winter, and around midnight he stared b gat very cold. On
passing his house he threw a simall pebble to the window of his
bedroorm and when his wife appeacad asked her io throw down
his ovarcaat, When he rapoed to HQ at the ehd of his duty the
{Micer in charge said ko him, “Well Boh, kow long havae you been
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Food for Thought
by Melvyn Mullin

Some nme ago T was asked by Bemard Halsall
1o wrle an article for the Market Harboroagh
Eoyal British Legion branch’s Newsletter,

I have been a member of the RBL for a number
of years before joining this Branch at Bernaid’s
instigation. Having been a uniformed member
of the Armed Forces for a considerable number
of vears and finding myself in iny present
circumstances, 1 decided to write abom ex-
SErvICe Hien i prisoi.

I joined the Army in September, 1961 as 2
Junior Leader, aged 15, after being in the Ay
Cadet Force for two years, I had worked nv
way up through the ranks and attained the rank
of Captain, having o finglly resion my
conmission i 1997 doe fo oy prison sentence.
T have served in a mumber of active service areas
inchuding Aden. Cyprus sand Northern ireland.

Having never been in trouble with the law in my
life, 1t was quite an experience to find myself in
prisoni convicted of manstanghter and serving a
life sentence. T have never had any problems
with serving my sentence and I believe that | amn
deservedly In prison for the crime I commited.

The number of ex-servicemer whom 1 met
within the Prison system as ] progressed through
it game 2 a great surprise o me, This ncludes
the number of prison officers, now tockdng ns
upt Therefore T decided |, as an exercise, to do
some research imto the numbers serving in
H.AL P, Gartree where | was at the time,

Comtinued on pil
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Whet elic you soy?
by Toin Ashinore

Um nat deaf T just don’t hear as wel] as Idid.
My hearing aid helps but in noisy surroundings
it makes the jumble of soonds cven more
difficelt to comprehend, But my bigpest
preblems have been heanng the TV without
deafening my wife or disturbing the neighbours,
hearing and wsing the telephone and heanng
the front door bell.

I've never been keen on the telly, prefering to
do what I am doing as J write this little piece -
using the computer. However, there are somme
programmes [ wounld have watched if 1 could
have heard the dialogue. Rarher belatedly, 1
have discovered that a nwmwber of these have
sub-tiles and so I can now enjoy “Morse™ and
“Heaartbeat™]

Not being able to hear clearly can be quite
Trustrating and has made me relnetant 1o nse the
phone. [ could never get the hang of holding the
hand-set in my right hand with the earpiece near
the hearing aid"s microphone, However, a fow
months age I treated myself to a phone with an
amplifier and this has made telephosing much
less stressful. The instrument [ bonght is a AT
Corverse 200, the cheaper of only twa models
which the BT Shop in Leicester could offer,
Being able to adjust the volume and pitch of the
nnger is belpful but it has other “Hi-tech”
features which I had managed to live withont
previousty. These I am now pleased to have bur
obviously contribute to the relatively high price
af £44.99

Thanks 1o information pablished in the CVS
Newsletter Nexees (which the Branch receives ag
Page 8

a member of the Council for Yoluntary
Services), | now know that what T shomid have
done was 10 have paid a visit to the Centre for
Deaf’ People in Teicester where thore is a
display of telephone and other equipment for
the hard of hearing which can be demonstrated
by the Centre’s skilled staf?,

I you are becoming deaf, don't leave it as long
as 1 did befors doing something sbout it. Ring
G116 255 6776 to arrange to visit the Centre,

New Hope for
Hearing Losa War Veterana

A recent Press Relense fom HO shows that the
Legion is still fighting hard on behalf of the
“Thousands of ex-Service men and wonen,
denied a war pension for deafess as 4 result of
the Government changing the rules two vears
apa”. They “could have their cases reconsiderad
1 the light of new medical evidence.”

Two papers by Professor Davis of the Medical
Research Council Institute of Heaving Research
suggest that further rescarch is needed to ensure
that the Goverment’s assessing of hearing loss
15 fair. The Royal Brtish FLegion and Roval
Netional Insiitute for Deaf People (RN1D) have
requested copies of the papors to send to
Ministers for discussion at & Review Panel

meeting in February.

The Legion and the RNID are now planming 4
public appeal to raise the £20.000 to fund the
research it the Govemment will not pay for it.

For o copy of the fill Fress Releee
ringr fom Ashmore on MHE 433108,
Page 9

We will remember them

It is willy sadness that we have fo report the death
of two fellow Branch members. We edtend our
sympathy o ther widows and families.

fack Stimpson died on 22nd Diecornber at the age of
84 following a heart attack. He had ot bear in
Good health for some years and this had preventad
him From aftending Branch rigetings and fimetions.
He was a keen supporter of the Branch and
especlally of in Towch for which wrote several picces
Including his poern “Winter” which we publish in
tis fssue,

He served in the Nitth Armoured Brigade in the
North Africam and Nalion campaigns in which he
was mentioned in despatches. He reached the rand
of Wierrrant Dﬁm:

At his fimeral at Tur Langton Clhurch, john Cox
caried the Standard and the Brauch was alse
represented By Ken Stlmpson, Con Halsall, Tom
Ashmaore and folin Dilks,

George Burroughs died at the age of 65 an 73tk
fariary. He was one of @ well knows Medbourne
family. Hl health for the past several years meant
that his only contact with the Branch was thro
the Newsletters and Digh Fulford who delivered
them. fovee aond Stan Smnw attended his fimeral
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Haonowyr and Honneur
Iy Bomard Halsall

It had never happened before and wilt certainly
never happen agais. For a few baef minutes we
were transported back in time - back 830 years,
We went back {o the trenches and to the mud: to
the distimt sound of gunfire, to the barhed wire,
to the cries of the wounded, to the reality of
death. Fleetingly wo were there 1o share m the
haeror of those imes.

Then we were back Back i the Council
Chambers al Market Harborouph, back in the
warmth and comfori of tamiliar surroundings.
We wore back with our coomades, the veterans
of the next seneration, as the Tord Ligulgnant of
the Commty stepped forward towards our puest
of honour, Mrs. Cramp. representing  her
hushand . Eobert, 1o whom the Tord Liewtenani
wis 10 present 1o Légion d Hooneur. Belated
perhaps, bil nevertheless symbaotic of a nation’s
ceatitide 10 owr fabors and  grandiathers
peneration who had fought and died i the
defonce of Frauce,

We watehed quitefly as words of thunks were
said, and dignitaries regoved ther (owers. Mrs
Cramp and her Bamtly. dignified and supportive,
were given a warm welemne,

A mernorablz evenl 1or ns all.

Fage 3

WINTER

The Autemn cofours have gone avway
and 2 sprinkiing of snow heralds wintee's duy.
lingering for an hour ar so
until a pale watery som parsnades H fo go.
The trees have hoal their canopy of green
and ook hare and stark acainst the winder scene,
stanefine like shelerony i a frame
witting ti be horg again,
L'og anvelops alf in a blanket of morky wiiie
bringing a silence of dearhly geacl.
Phantam figures T 10 and foe
Lrom where do they come and where do thew po?
Wilk che ice hear the skater’s weight?
And whe will be the first 1o know thew e
The Christmas rase srnageles through the trosen carth
its debicaic beaury a peignant homage 1o the hoby birth
Saowy transformes the landscape into A white Sahara
ulitlering Hke the diamonds in s queen’s fara,
Dark storm clouds race across an angry sky
dischareing their burden as they fly
hasmering on the window panes with staccato sound
inusic 1o those whe tll the sround.

The shining iciches are wueeping and goatly shedding their tears |

a% 1 Tumenting the passing of the yoars,
T'he regal sdowdeops amive deessed v vineid white
accomganied by their courtiers, the solden aconite
The btackbirds and thrushes and warblers are here,
where they belong
delighiing us with their spontaneous bursts of song,
but whers did the swaltows and blackeaps and saafis all go?
i do oot know! Tdo vol know!

J. R Stimoson Thecamier, 1087,
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Pley the Goame

Cur MNaval Correspondent, Thll Cotton,
“an old tashioned sailor™, has (hese “thoughes
for ioday and the fulore™

In this day and age of ovirpaid spovismen and
bad sportsmanship, to bring real meaning to our
veay of tife it would be wise to consider at keast
otie value of vasteryear

There's a breathless hush at the ciose toright
ten 1o make - a match to win
A burmpy pitch - a blinding light
An haur fo play and the last man in.

Yat its not for the saka of 3 beribboned coat
nor the selfisk hope of & sesson's fame
Wik the Captain's hand on his shoulder spoke
"Play up, play up and play the gams".

The sand of the desert is sodden red,
red with the wreck of a square that broke.
The Gatlins jammed - the colone dead,
the regunent blind with the dust and smoke.
The river of death has brimmed its banks
England far - Honour & name,

Yet the falling fling t& the ranks behind
Play up. play Up and piay the game.

And this they al with a cheerful mind, bear
through life like a torch in flame
where the voice of he schoolboy
calls from the ranks
“May up, play up and play the game”.

Egditor - Doas anvone know who wrote this welf
known poerr and wien?
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