For Your Diary
27 Sep  Branch Committee meeting
30 5ep  End of RBL vear

1 Ot Subscriptlons due at start of new
RBL year

g Ot *Hughands Bosworth trip to
Blackposl

110ct  Branch AGM & Buffet
130ct  Annuat Dinner (see p 17)
28 Qct  Branch Commitiee mesting

28 Oct - Poppy Appsal Coffee Maming
Harborough Thestre

28 Ot Poppy Appeal House to House
& Static Point coflections start.

4 Nov Remembrance 2000 at the
: de Montfort Hail

& Nov Start of Branch Millernium Week.
Garden of Remambrance Opening
Ceremony

7 Nov Poppy Appesl Stall in Market Hall.

8 Nov Branch Meeting and Presantation
of Books of Remembrance (see p2)

10Nov  Poppy Appeal Stall in Market Hall

11 Moy  Remembrance — Welland Park and
11-11-11 on the Square,
Poppy Appeal Stall in Market Hall
Concert by Harborough Band

12 Nov  Remembrance Sunday Parade,
Service & wreath laying

12 Nov  Poppy Appeat Sizlt at Sunday MKL
17 Nov  *Husbands Bosworth Arnual Dinner
Ciate TBA Branch Committae meeting

130ec  Branch Meeting + social event

15 0Dac Christmas Dinner (details later)

. T Detalls from Mr.N. Greenfietd on MH 880718
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Annual Dinner

Market Harboreugh Golf Club
Friday, 13* October. 7.00 for 7.30

if you have nat yet put your name down for
the Dinner, {and the names of any guesis
your will be bringing} you can shilt do so by
phoning Bob England on MH 484288, The
igt wil close on Sunday. 8" October.

Pleasa indicate manu choices i.e.
Starter {A) Vegetable Soup

{B) Melon & Pineapple Cockiail
Main {C) Fillet of Salmon
Crurse {0 Roast Beef Chassaur

There will be Sorbet 83 & second course and
a choice of swasts or biscuits & cheese to
finsh.

Please pay (£13 per head) by 11" October.
Chegues payable to Social Committee alc.

Meetings

Reqular meetings sre
feld on the Second
Wednesday of each
month at 7.20 pm in the
downsiairs Function
Reoom, Conservative Club
Building, Fairfield Road,
tdarket Harberough.

Fhe next mesting is an
1% Ootober and is the
AGK at which  yowr
Officers and Commities
are  elecied.  Please
endeavolr 1o altend.
Momination forms  sent
out tast month should be
retuned by &0 Qctober
Therz will be a Buffet
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Editorial

You will see on the front of this issue that
M Touch has a pew Edilor. Ray Tyler
has decided that for 3 number of reasons he
wiches to resign from the post b Bob
England has volmtegred to take on the job,
For this issue and to cover the transition, I,
Tom Ashmore, have taken on the role |
must thank Ray for helping to maintain the
success of Im Towch md 1 wish Bob
good luck for the fiture.

This column 1s being written afier attending
the Battle of Britain Service at St Dionvsius
Church — Market Harberough’s reminder of
those momentous weeks 60 vears ago. One
hopes that the ATC cadets, lookang =0 smart
ag they marched wiih their Band, falt proud
to wear the wiform of the yonng men and
wonieh of whormn Churehill said,

“Never m the long history of huen condlict
was 50 much owed by 5o many to so few.”

We add our tribute to the RAF with an
article about a unique Baitle of Bntain
memorial and a remarkable development in
the story of the Lancaster which crashed ar
Foxton in 19435, Q
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Normendy, Septembesn 2000,
by Bob England

me inembers and guests of the Royal
British Legion went on a wip to France
on Sunday, 3™ September,

Afer a somewhat lengthy journey of nearly 11
hours, we armved at our destination of St
Valeryv-en-Canx  in  MNommandy, We  were
delighted to discover that we were stping in a
beawtiful modern hotel at one end of the town,
which overlooked the marina across the road.
St. Valery-en-Caux is a lovely litde lown and
was a riot of colours with beawmtiful flower heds
i profusion even at this end of the year. It is
only baif the size of Market Harborongh.

On Monday we had a really full day. We set off
for Bayewx, where some of us went to view the
famous Bayeux Tapestty. while others explored
the town and cathedral. Fromn there we travelled
{0 the D-Day beaches and made a stop at
Onnaha beach and the American War Cometery,
which was really impressive and overlooking
the beach just befow,

Mr Stan Snow made the visit so much more
thought provoking and poignant by giving some
of us an eve witness account of that inomentous
day. It bronght home to us to 2 much greater
extent why we were there and how much we
owe to our Forces and the price that was paid
by o many.

From there we went further down the coast to
Arramanche. thongh we did not have tume to go
inside the D-Day Musewmt which i3 there, We
saw what remains of the famous Mulberry
Harbour and it really must be seen to appreciate
the size and scale of fhis almost inbehievable
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project. Here also was a large plague to
conunemorale Brig A B. (5. Stanier Bart
.5.0, M.C. who had tived in Fast Farndon.

From bere we travelled on to Pegasus Bridge
and had colfee and diinks at the now famous
house that was the first to be liberated during
the D-Day invasion. This was choc-a-bloc with
spuvenirs of the war and letters from all over
the world, Well worth a visit.

On this day we were "out” for over |1 hours!!!

Tresday was the day for a mip to Givermy to see
the home of Clande Monet and the gardens he
made so well known via his paintings, which
some of us (or maybe just me) found a bit
disappointing,

Wednesday was spent exploning §t. Valery-en-
Caux and we found the British War Cemetery
Just on the edge of the town, Mr Tom Jeacock
had taken some crosses to place on a few of the
graves, This is a small cemetery with no chapel
and 1s the resting place of French and British
soldiers, together with a dozen or so Canadian,
Polish and Czech fiom June 1940. The visit of
Markel Harborough RBL mwembers was duly
recorded in the visitors' book.

Un Tlursday we set out for home only to run
ingo the fanners' blockade of the enoy to the
Channel Tuimel, Our duver took us to Calais
ferry port and we teteimed by sea.

Evervbody im  the party expressed therr
enjovment of the wip, and for my parl 1 would
like to say a hearntfedt thatk you lo everyone in
out party for their excelient company, good
humow and warm  companionship. It was
indeed a good holiday. Q
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Newos

ongratnlations, Andrew! It must bave
C been & thrill for yon and alt the other

Pedat to Paris entrants to veach the Arc
de Triomphe on Sunday, 10" September after
the lorg ride from Greerwach, Let us hope vour
sponsors have made your effort worthwhile. No
doubt vou will be delighted stilf to have a call
{on MH 434805} fom anyone who has not
aleeady prornised g donation.

September Branch Meeting. This was another
well altended oceasion, with 36 meimbers
present — over a thind of the 107 total
memmnbership. Six recently joined members were
presented with thetr membership badges and
officialty welcomed to the bramch with applause
fromn all present. Following the business
session, somge points from which are reported
separately, several members atternpted the two
quizzes which had been sei. Scores achieved
have not been released for publication!!

Secizl Events. The nunber of members taking
part i tiost of the events arranged by the
Social Committec remains disappointingly
small but thase who do take part say how much
they have enjoyved occasions like the recent
skittles evening and the RAFA Quiz night, The
lunches and avening meals have been betier
suppotted. Outings such &= the visits o
Winchester and Duxford have required “roping
in” peaple from oulside the branch to make
therg econemically viable, What should be
done? Let us have your erificisms of past events
and ideas for the future. Newer members, vour
views wonld be particularly welcome. And it
wonld be good to huave some “Lettens to the
Editor™ to get the discussion going,
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Ywo Imporiant Meetingo

The Annual General Meeting is on 11"
October, g month earlier than uwsoal to
avoid conflicing with 1he Milleanium
events. The importance of the AGM is that it
allows you (o influence the future conduct and

success of the Branch by who yon elect to run
it. Don’t miss that opportunity?

The Branch Meeting om 3™ November (at
7.30pm at the Conservative Club as usual} is
when the Books of Remembrance will be
presented as a mit friom the Branch to the
people of Market WHarborongh and  the
Bowdens, represented by the Council Chainman
and other appropriate gnests. It is important for
as many members as possible to be present to
emphasise the significance of the event.

Even #f normally vou camnot get to meefings
please make a special effort to attend both of
these_ If transport s a problem please ting Betty
Wesl (MH 434923) who may be able to help.

t the recent branch meecting the
AChﬂjrn]an agked for volunteers to help

with the tremendous amount of effort
involved during the Poppy Appeal peniod. Tom
Jeacock, our Poppy Appeal Organiser needs
people for House to House collecting from 287
Octoher; delivering poppy trays and collecting
boxes to these collectors and to shops, pubs,
offices, schools and ofhor “satic  poims”;
collecting in the streets on the liconsed days and
10 man the siall in the Market Hall {on 4 days
this vear). Ring Tom on MH 466829).

Please spare 2 few hours of your time and also
try to recniit others from outside the Legion,
Page 5

Error could be the cause of the crash and that
they were approaching runway 3.

After Foxton we visited £ast Kirkby the home
base of 530 Sgd. Back i London { went to the
Public Records at Kew and obtained copies of
the Operations Record for 8/9 April 1945 for
both East Kirkby and 140TU. The entry for
140TU stated that there was no contact with
the aireraft prior to the crash. We have obtsined
a copy of the crash from the RAF Museum.
This states “aircraft returning from operations
was diverted (o ancther airfigid.  Aircraft
acknowledged diversion and while proceeding
to diversion airfisld aircraft flew into the
ground”. The findings of the inguiry were "that
the cause of the sccident was due to the
wireless operator in failing fo receive diversion
by wireless". The base commander did not
aceept  this finding. "AOC this command
considers accident dus to Error in Judgemant
on behalf of the pilot”. | understand this type of
a decision oocursd often when all the crew are
killed.

I am writing to Air Historical Branch {RAF)
asking for more details, mainly to determine the
name and jocation of the diversion airfield. |
was led to believe that it may have been 14
OTU &t Foxton and { am sure Colin would not
have gitempted a landing without obtaining
permiggion ia land from the fower and checking
hiz altimeter for the height of the airfiald or
changes to the barometric pressure. In Cofin's
time in the RAAF he had made 340 night
tandings i Cranes, Oxfords, Wellingions and

‘Lancestars  including 16 months as  an

instructor at 15(F) AFU and he had some 1310
flying hours in his logbook. i is interesting to
nota that East Kirkby was 40ff above soa level
while 14 OTU) was 400ft above sea level | will
let you know any details | can find out from Ajr
Historicatf Branch (RAF).

Colin's name is on the Honour Refl &t Plymouth
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and his name is also in the records of the War
Graves Commission. | was toid at East Kikby
that Australia would not permit the relsase of
the namas of next of kin to protect the family.
Other countriee permit the rolease of theso
details. | have photos of the graves of the four
craw members buried at Bolley. They are
together in a group at the front of the cametery.

if you would like more details re F/IO C.
Richardson pleass let me know. He joined the
RAAF in Qctober 1841, raceived his wings at
10 5FTS Duphin, Manitoba in September 1542,
then he went to the UK

By the way | bumped into your web page when
| entered Lutzkendorf into the Yahoo search
engina trying to find cut whare the target was in
Germany. | didn't find the answer but 1 did find
vour site.
Regards

Clive Henderson  crhendo@smantchat.net au
Mark replied

Daar Clive.

| have forwarded your lefter to our Vige
cheirman who is aiso online and 1 hope to
cortact you again as seon as | can with a more
sensible lsMer after | have got settlsd down.
ferfter the excitemet of recerving the e-maif — Fd )

Anyway once again thank you for contacting us
and | hope that you found our site of intsrest
and that we have helped you as much as you
have hatped ys,

Cheers for now, Mark R Hudson

From our own check of the Commonwealth War
CGraves Commission records, we know the names
and home towns of the siz Australians and now hape
Clive Henderson can help in the search for relatives
or pthers who new them, L§
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radar installations, airfields and  airerafi
factories. Realising that their objeclive of
achigving aiv superierity over the Sounth East in
four days had failed they again swiiched the
emphasis elsewhere.

On 15th September, the Battle reached its
climax when 20 squadrens sngaged the Gennan
bombers and fighters, downing 60 aireraft and
damaging 25; the RAF lost 26, The battered
Luftwaffe accepted defeat by the RAT Fighter
Command and this victory marked the tumning
point in the Second World War,

Visitors to the site ot Capel Le Ferne can walk
around the aresa and contemplate those whose
bravery and saciilice contrituted to the saving of our
country 10 her hour of need. Lhere are, on a fine day,
stunning views acress the Chamnel over which much
of the Battle was fought. At the sisitors’ centre,
Hunting T.odee light reffeshments are available
together with an interesting range of souvenir items.
There is arople parking aod the charee is £ peor car;
coaches are free. Totlet facilities, including those for
the disabled. are provided,

Visttors have aceess to the Memorial at any time but
the facifities are open from 1st April uanl 31st
October each year. Hours: 1100 until Spe daily, but
closing time in Autumn is earlier. For firther
infonnation, telephone the sie durng their open
hours, on 01303 240292 or after hours, 01303
276697,

The nearest station 15 Folkestona and there 2 a bus
service which covers the one and g half miles to the
site, By car, the Memorial is approached from either
Dover or Folkestone viathe B2011,

Thig articfe is reproduced from a seclion of the Web
site www. Spitfire-Museurn.com of The Spilfire and
Hurricane Memorial af RAF Manston. This excellent
site has a wealth of ofher iferesling and informative
Sechons.
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The Foxton Crash and M H RBL

he Aucust Issne of In Touch Too,
I promised vou the full story and it starts
with Branch meinber, Stan Woofenden's
long-standing interest in the fatal crash.
Having obtained a good deal of information
about the plane, its mission and the names of its
sever crewmembers, six of whom  were
Avstralian, he was anxious to contact any
surviving relaives or comrades. Could the
Internet help?

A message circulated orn the Lepgion Electronic
Mailing List, vielded several replies expressing
interest, offering suggestions or asking for helip
with respondents’ own quests, but no real leads.
Mark Hudson put an appeal on the Branch
website but again no leads. ... until this e-mail,

This aircraft was pilated by my wife's brother
F{O Caolin Richardson. He was with 630 Sqd.
Based at East Kirkby, Lincolnshire,

Over the years we had understood the aircraft
crashed at Folkestons. Prior to 2 visit (o the UK
in June of this year | got interested in finding
more details and went for a search on the net
#gnd came across ... quite & bit of information
identifying the crash site as  Foxton,
Leicestershire. Foxton and Folkestone don't
sound all that different when you come fram the
other side of the world,

During .une we visited Foxton and met Rev.
tan Johnston, a kind and compassionate man
who showed my wife, Nan and mysslf, the site
of the crash and the site of the airfield that was
140TU on Foxton Moor. Since retuming we
received g touching letter from lan which | wil
answer. He gave us & book "The Foxton Story”
by Derek Lawin which mentioned ND943, | was
disappaointed to read that he stated that Pilot
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Poppy Appeal Coffee Morning

Being held at the Harborough Theatre on 28™
October, it effectively launches this vear's
Poppy Appeal Collections and is an excellent
incentive o do even better than previously. As
usual, belpers and iterns for the Cake, Tombela,
& “For Sale” stalls and prizes for the rafile are
needed, Please bring your contributions on the
day or call Bob England on MH 464288 if you
need help.

Dur Millenniion Weels

“For Your Diary™ on page 16 shows what a
busy time 6™ to 12™ November will be, and il
will be a unique opportunity to put the RBL and
the Branch in the public eye. But to bhe
successful, help and support wili be needed
frotn many manbers.

Meanwhile, preparations continue, Details of
the Opening Ceremonies for the Ciarden of
Remembrance have boen finalised, a grant for
the cost of the flagpole has been obtained,
Vohune 5 of The Books is in progress gnd
tickets for the Band Concert are being princed.

Canal Trip

Tt was said at the Septenber Branch meeting
that this outing, fixed for Tuesday, 19" had
faller victitn to the fiel crisis, but in the event,
it did take place much to the relief of Alec
Tavlor who had generounsly offered to take
members on his boat and of those who had
wished to go. Thank you Alec for giving
everyone such an enjovable day. 0
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The Capel Lo Ferne Mamorial
to the Batile of Britain

A stking memorial to those who flew and
thase who gave their lives in the Battle of
Britain stonds on the White Chiffs between
Diover and Folkestone at Capel Ie Farne, It is an
ideal location and onc which was all too
familiar to both the RAF ond the Luftwaffe
during that desperate stmner of 1940,

The Memorial

The Memorial consists of a pilot in a thoughtful
mood, gazing ol across the Channel, thinking
of his triends long overdue on their retum, and
of his next sortie. He is seated on a sandstone
plinth on which are carved oil the crests of the
sequadrons which participated in the Battle,

‘The stone figure is locared at the centre of three
propellers, cach 38 metres long, cut imo the
chaik cliff and set within a spectacular grassed

t Wing  Commander Geoffrey
g Page D50 OBE DFC served in
% 30 Sgradron. On 12th Augost
1940, during the height of the
Battle, they were scrambled
and attacked a fonmnation of
sect Domier 17 bombers escorted
e by Me 1093 the  KG2
: vt Luftwaffe Squadron

5] outnumbered them by 9 to 1,
,‘.jg?fﬁ%ﬁ‘% Geoffrey Page's Hurricane Mk
“"‘%"{ﬁ i, P2970 US-X, received
St several direct hits and, having

% buled out from the blawing
2% inferno into the Channel g fow

years  tecovering  from  his
Page & Fage &

howifie tjuries under the care of Sir Archibald
Melndoe, he weturmed to fly and fight again, He
received further imjuries when he crosh landed
his Spitfire ¢lose to the bridgehead at Amhem,
which ended his wartime flying.

His vivid memaories inspived Geotfrey Page
with the idea that there should be a permanent,
national reminder of the Battle, He set aboul
leasing the fine cliff fop site from the logal
authority, who owned land, formed a Trust to
creale o memonal and threw his energies into
this exciting bul daunting project. His dream
was realised when on July 9th 1993, it was
opeted by Her Majesty The Queen Elizabeth.

Brituin Preparces for Imvasion

The Battle of Britain was the last inajor contlict
to take place over British soil. In May and early
June of 1940, huge quantitics of equipment had
already been destroyed or abandoned during the
Battle for France. The Royal Air Force had
alraady lost 331 airgrafi, 453 of which were
Hurricanes ar Spitfires. Britain, ill prepoared for
&h invasion, was galvamsed into action and, oo
the other side of the Channgl, Hitler waited for
surrender.

By July. Hiter grew tired of waiting and
planned the invasion of Britain, German forces
of 60,000 men were to be landed along the
coast between Brighton and Folkestone. He
planned to commoence the invasion on 21st
September and expected to have captured the
whole of Kent by October 1940,

The Battle for air superioity over the Channel
began on 10th july. By Avgust, having suffered
many casualties over the sea, the Luftwaffe

shifted emphasis and concentrated on mainland
continied on Page &
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