Social Notea
by Bob England.

‘ ﬁ ’ e will be holdng another Beer and
Skittles cvening at Kibworth an
Friday 18th Febiuary., Members

wishing to attend should inform the Social
committez by the Febmary meeting Also by
ther we mnust kmow if there is sufficient interest
for holding a Bithday Dinner on Friday, 244h
March, possibly at the Goif Course.  Cost

about £13 to £15 per ticket.

The Social committes hope that, once again, we
can depend on members’ time and generous
donattons of prizes and cakes ete., for the coffec
morning to be held st Harborough Theatre on
Saturday February 26th.

rome ON & Saturday in
@#‘!Lﬂ May we are hoping

i‘o PRI A ol il to arrange a day np

t0 Winchester, with
a visil to the Army Adr Corps Museum en route
and a refreshment stop at Newbwy RBL Ciab
on the returp journey. We need about 30 seats to
be taken to mustify booking a coach =t £10 or

less - a full coach would cost only £6.56 a seat -
50 nawes, please at the February meeting.

I need to know as soon as possible how many
places to reserve for the proposed thp to
Nomuandy frome 3rd o 7th September.

Non-ireonbers are welcorme to join any of these
gvents, so if you, your family or friends wish to
book or you need more infonmation piease
phone me on MH 464288

There is a vacancy on the Social Committee and
theyv would welcome another member to help
with planming and organising a quite ambitious
programme of activities,
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For Your Diary

Piease nate that the Lunch planned for
25th January has been cancelled.

% Feb Branch Mesting and Buffet

18 Feb Beer & Skitttes at Railway Inn,
Kibworth™®

23 Feb Branch Cornmitiee Meeting

26 Feb Coffee Morning at Harborough
Theatre™

8 Mar Branch Meeting (social event TBA)
24 Mar Branch Birthday Dinner™

¥ For details or to book please contact Bob
England {MH #64288).

*¥ See Social Notes on page 16

Meetings

Regular meetings am|.
hetd on tha Second|
Wadnezdey of sach
month at 7.30 pm in the |
downskirs Function |
Room, Conservative Club |
Building, Fairfield Road,
Market Harborougi.

Foliowing the businass|
part of the next mealing, |
on Gth February, there|:
will be a finger buffet and ||
& chance far some of our ||
newer and our  moe
aestabished members 6
el ko kntw one another.

Mr&MrsFT Ashmore

9 The Pastures
Market Harborough

Letcs.

[LE16 9EA
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Editorial

It is January, 2000 and we start this first Isave of the
Millenpiom with a New Year Messape from our
Chairman and Seasomgl Greetings from  County
Otfice a.;:d-HQ Plans-for tlmﬂranch’s week in the
town’s ’Mjlle.n;um B g tak:lhj:. é’hapn&‘S and the
proposed pl;ggrame {if‘ sogial aﬁtl?ﬁms péit needs
YOUr supp-'on, (3] hﬁk{: i§ i, i*eaht:jf 'Fhe é;ne:ns are
good: £ Erbing merr;herglup? a ‘solid core of
hardworking enthusiastz and a sense of purpose.
What better eay to start the 21st century 7

The T Fouch Werld Dews Seryjces feporis on
condmons i BagtiTimir i ;\uve%lbgt am:ﬂp East
Midlands ; @\Iottmghamf ot Nt Vear's Hve A
hitherte cphfidential keckroom activity | £ revealed
and two.voltesrs. aré unmaskdd. .

From the finure and the presemt we go back over 80
yedrs T Sty front i fife; OF Yhe T4k Mr Chilrles
James ','fho YOL: ‘MH: rempmbar WS Premntﬁd with Le
Légion dHonnedr last ear,} rindﬂmspur rm'i;gﬂs us
of dark“days weary ﬁ@‘ymaagd "{EE&IL it really be
that long?}

As your new Fditord st wisheyou.ail-our readers a
Goed New Year. Fextends véiy snicpre fvelcofne to
new B’ranch mmh@ers and ilﬂpé you i f’nii,thc jﬂuﬂ‘i&]

Most of us think cur own experiences ate not worth
recording.  Wrong!!. Anmecdotes, thougls.  ideas,
ETipes; ﬂlteresﬁs, news of - past’ @1 fm’lh-::aﬂ!m eg\ents
as weH ,nrstmtes cmmke mwrestmg réa&[mg Just
ning me Ra%r Tylm' ops 01858 461880 sbout
anvitinig which could Be shatsd With othidis. We will
telp with the words!

Finally, I pust wish & very good Tra;hngblm Year
“tof he” ftrfn_]s ﬂmt suppon us’ Qy; 3dvar§|s-mg m:e In

Tessech! We (anks e and rule. i f‘suppor; witl

'!.

currtmuf R

i SR
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" __?-"'.- —-nm:-::mnﬁ
The Three Swans Hotel
o oo, mueperisly rensaiated 500 Yooy obf mashing itk
The prervfeci visiting piace...

4 1deat fora combortable amemight MU mtop - seen hetter
For B lorger et

+ e coffes, luedhes ard tearin sithes the Concetratons
or Lounge Bar, veich eourtyatd diaing B scmemer.

4 Zlegant alleer asrries ratavrant svecded A4 posette Fox
gerdd Enod and wine.

4 Atzactive hunotion rapew and private diving rooma e
nucenitps and celebaaion.

~—— High Eaert, batke: Hurhomugh, Lo L3186 FRY ———
N Phonr J1ASE 466544 ax 01487 455101 _

MOW

CROMWELL MOWERS

Garden Machines Specialisis
Sodes-Serviee-Spares
FREFE professionat advice, warranty work
witeriaken, sl wenk puprantesd,
cothaction & delivery.

5% dizcount 1o RBL mambara on

all purehages, on proguction

of mambarshdp can,

33 - 3% St. Mary’s Road
Tel: (B1B58) 467589

The County Jewellers

WATCH, CLOCK & fEWELLERY
SALES & REPAIRS
QUR SPECIALITY IS TO CREATE
YOUR OWN DESICNER [EWELLERY
56 High Street
Market Harborough
Tel: (01858) 462773
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R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

Estabiishad 1655
20 Covariry Ad., Wid Haborough  Tel - 01858 63082

1y - VIDIB - MGG - H A

Atthorised Main Dealers for

ROBERTS

FRANK GILBERT'S

forali your
NOUSENHOLDESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &

COOKWARE
Bpeclalists

SGHIGHST., MARKET HARBORGUGH
Tel: 01855462148

W thank alf the
local Businesses
which support us
by paving for
advertising space
in this Newsletter.

Service ond Prodacts
designed for YOU

Vit
HARBOROUGH

‘P binnud vt ko b ohsnging win

Walland Rouge, The Soars,

Market Harbormuigh. lejcs. LEVG 7PD,
Tel (01858 463244
btyrabuir &t Eullivegr Sont et Bawcointion
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Viait to Ireland with the Royal
Fiele Artillary, 1916.

1 have recently had the plessure to read the
personal fife story of the Jate CHARLIE
LAMES of Market Harborough, who recerved
the Légion o 'Honnenr last year, Charlfe fames
served tis Counky fn teo wars, spamrt a
fitetime with the Raitwavs and in Bis 505 wrote
his memosrs i & clear strong hand and with
detaifed recall We are honoursd to have been
fent his manuseript by A daughter with
permission to copy from it 1 am sure youo
waild wish me fo incliude fom time to tme
some spippets for you fo enfov.  Editor

efore he joined up in the First World
B War in 1916 he spent much dme with

farm aninals and speciafly horses. He
was groom o a titled family, and as horses and
mules wers the main means of transport in the
1514 to 1916 war his skill was very
valuable This is part of the story about his visit
with the army to Irgland.

Charlie wanted to join the Roval Army Medical
Coms but when he joined ap in 1916 he was
posted to the The Roval Field Artillery as a
Gunner, "Afer fraining | was posted to Ireland
atong with fourtsan othar Gunners, and twenty
five Drivers. Gurners and Drivers trained
separately and seldom mikad. We were put an
a8 frain at High Wycombe Station  for
Paddington, and then marched to Euston for
the Irish Mait to Holyhead. We crossed the Irish
Sea in the night. The sea was very rough and
we were all seasick. Ve sntrained at Narh
Wall Dublin, and crossed freland to Limerick
agnd joingd the 58th Divisional Ammunition
Column, based in the Old Butter Market. It was
here that | becams Batman to 1st Lieutenant
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Shields who had captained Leicester County
Cricket Club before the War___ "

“... My best pal was in charge of a mule that
kicked, | showed him how to grip the hind lag
just above the hock joint and so it would fling
fhe mule away instead of kicking him. Ths
majority of Limerick people were against us and
even the kids used to spit af us and say "Go
Home English Dogs". | used to wait for 1zt
Lieutanant Shields 1o retun at about 10
o'clock, One night some frishmen came out of a
pu, and came towards me and shouted "Get
Him". | ran for the door of the Butter Market
and asked the guard to let me in but to stop
the hioke behind me. He did so with his rifle
butt. He was kept in the Guard room undi the
following morning.

We were supposed to be home for Christmas
1916, but because some of the Leicesters
upset some rishmen coming out of a pub, we
were not ahle to gat the horses on board tha
feiry at Dublin unlil well after Christmas. We
had a smooth crossing to Liverpool, end then
on te Larkkill on Salisbury Ptain. Knowing that
we would soon be off to France, Lieutenant
Hetherington gave the Officers, their wives and
lady friends a dinner and dance. Tha officers’
batmen acted as waiters, and after the dinner
we had o clean up. After the meal { want io see
my boss and asked K there was anything sise
hefare | left. The answer came “get me a bottle
of whisky". | was told | needed a chit This
infuriated my boss who gave me a ¢hit for bwo
bottle ¥ whisky. He gave one to me (o take io
my Father when | went on |save. He was
delighted.®

More about action @n the First World War from
these memons to come. Cne Problem. Way
did the army send e heavy guns and borses of
the Roval Freld Artiflary fo frefand?  Editor
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A New Year Mesaage
from our Lady Chairman

s we enter the 213t Century it is a tine of
hope and renewal,

No doabt many changes will occor in the next
few years, one change which has already been
made in our owm branch is the post of Editor of
In Touch Bemard Halsall retired from that
posiion at the AGM in November 1999 and
one of our newer members, Ray Tyler, has
taken over. We wish him everv snceess. 1 am
pleading to all members to @ve him all the
encouragemnent and help we can, so please let
tim have any bits of news, fithits, etc.

We have a very busy year ahoad of us - both
work and pleasure. So if we all contribute what
we can corofurtably cope with this will ease the
pressiie on oW varioos coimmittes members.
Many thanks for your support.

I wish all the members and their families a
healthy and successful year.
G H atrarll

Greetings from On High

o this i3 not a message passed on by
NBranch Chaplain, Chrs Moody, bur a

reference to the Seasonal Good Wishes
frorn County Chainan, Tony Griffith and
CF(), Peter Locket, given m the December
County Circtar and to the Christmas Message
of thanks in the LegionLetter from HO to “all
o vohureers and staff for their temendous
efforts and continued contribution to the wok
of The Royal British Legion over the past
yeur.™ 0
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Greomge & John on the Telly!

1d you watch thar part of the BBC TV
New Year's Fve epic called Reflection
and Hope?

For the viewer, the whole day-long programme
livking events throughout the world was a
remarkable technical aclievement. For those
who were involved in the link to the Royal
British Legion’s cergmony at Notingham it was
2 bitterly cold, patience testing experience and
disappointing for the 68 Standerd Bearers who
had expected to parade as part of the TV
ppisode. However, it was a proud day for
Gearge Fleming, who in his now role as depaty
County Standard Bearer and at short notice, had
to deputise for the County man who was ilf.
Congrahilations, George. This meant that John
Cox had the honour of carrying the Branch
Standiard. I 13 untikely that you spotted either of
them on screen but they were there - in front of
that hupe War Maemorial, 0

Poppy Appeal Organiocen

Following Peter Wilson's decision to relinquish
the job of PAD, there was a call for volunteers
to be considered as a successor. The post is a
Head Office appointment but usually made on
the recommendation of the Branch At the
Branch meeting on 12th Janyary, Tom Joacock
said that he was willing to have this name pit
forward with that of his wife Betty, if that was
the wish of Menibers present. It was their wish!

The Chairman again thanked Peter for all the

good work he had dong for the Poppy Appeal

over many years and was sure that his successor

would benefit from his experience and be able

to ¢call on him for help ad advige. Q
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W. 8, Chumrchill
by Hotspur.

5 we enler the 21st ceptury it may be

worth recalling that 60 vears ago in May

1940, we had an army of nearty
560,000 met with all their inpediment:
emirenched in Frapce. On 10th May the
Germans invaded Holland, Belgium and France
on 1 huge scale.

On the 71th May the Prime Minister resigned
and Winston Spencer Churchill became Prime
Mimster. By the end of the Month the batile
was over, Although over 306,000 troops were
rescusd and bronght back to the UK., most of
their equipment had been lost. The enemy
occupied the Channgl Coast. Invasion seemed
mminent. Resistance seemed difficult, to say
the least,

On the 4th June, and again on the 17th Jupe,
Churchill addressed the House of Cormnons.
Here is a short paragraph from each address,
unaitered from the oniginal. | believe that this
fme Churchill mobilized owr lanpuage, when
there was precious little left with which to fight.

Contnued from p %

All the people here are normally very calm by pature
but they become  very apitated and violent whenever
viclent whenever they spot a militis”. With 200,03 still
waiting 1o return from West Timor, Ben expects “a
big merease in violence. .. as the people try to pet even
with the Militia.”

Finally he says "Despite afl this 1 am having a good
tour s far. My company is now up to 229 so [ have
lots of people to look after”,

1hank poodness we don't have scompions in our
bedding over fore. Horrad things, Editor
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As we celebrate in January 2000
we should also remember

JUNE 1940

We shall not flag or fail
We shall go on to the end,
We shafl fight in the seas and aceans,
We shall fight with growing confidence in the air,
We shall defend our lsland whatever the cost may be,
We shall fight on the beaches,
We shall fight on the landing groands,
We shall fight in the Ralds - and in the streets,
We shall fiaht in the hills,
WE SHALL NEVER SURRENDER.

Letd us therefare, brace ourseives to sur duties,
S0 bear ourselves, that if the British Commonwealth and
Empire lasts a thousand years, men will stifl say

"THIS WAS THEIR FINEST HOUR".

CHINA end GLASSWARE SPECIALISTS

WHITEMORES
vpperrite the Porish Charck amd Q8 Grawamor Sohac)
Market Harboraugh
Phone 462045

Wedgewaood ¢ Aynsley * Crown Dextry
Doulton = Liadrof™ao = Caithiness Glass
Swarovekd Crystal « Masons {ronstons
Royal Scot Crystal » Lilliput Cottages
Coglport » Portmeirion
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REPORT Na. Y2K

To prove that every trace of the date change
problem has been eliminated, 1 am starting this
repart just before midnight o New Year's Eve
and will continue thraugh the transition from
ong miilennium to “8%06<3E2@ mhta

wai=wk MNem "Peop o Eme vl ankd rovaivue
mpovynove > * X £l 2] o[

@7 eas @ IO B
M0 O 2 0G0+ 40
T EF I ot V5 oAb Tk

Editor - [ fope that either vou were kidding or
You bave fived ith As they say, “To errJs
human but to really thuf thinas up requires &
conpiter’

Millennivm Celebrations

have nissed the near half-page picce about

the proposals for the RBE week 6ih to 12th
November, We, itke many other groups in the
town, have accepied responsibility for mounting
events for the community, Tom Jeacock, with
help from other members, is developing an
ambitious programme. This includes a Concert
by the Harborough Band, a Garden of
Retnembrance with a8 named cross for each of
the 320 dead from the two World Wars
commenorated on the War Memorials, a Book
of Honour giving details where known of each
casualty’s place of burial or the mmemorial where
he is henoured; 3 ACF marching band display;
other activities involving youth and ideas stil]
being considered wnd not yet conceived. All of
this superimposed on the assal activity of the
Poppy Appeal and Remembrancetide!! g

If you read the Harborough Mail, you cannot
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Sewming In Eaast Timor
By The Editor

ou will remember the problems in East
Timor, when the Indonesian Forces
pulled out, and Jeft the popuiation to the

mercy of the mitiia whom the local people
hated and fiom whom they flad.

I have been reading in an e-mail from Ted
Maciabb, a conmbuior to the Legion
Electronic Mailing List, a letter from M W O
{(Master Warrant Officer) Ben Boudreau serving
with the Canadian Army contingeni of the
Umited Mations Peace-keeping Force W East
Timor. The letter is dated 16¢h November, last,

In light-hearted style Ben  complains of the heat
{(32°C in the shade), rain every night (“Tots of it”)
and mud, of the “13 foot long crocodiles in the river
a0d the shatks further out to sea” which prevent him
gwitening. After "2 fantastic supper, cooked by the
Mew Zealanders” there is little to do  except prepare
for bed. “.. shake every bit of kit ta s=t the scorpions
free, but they don't bke the rain... so they will come
back falong with the spiders and the § inch
centipedes).” He does have 2 "Mozy Net". bt the
version Issued is without a floor, which “stops
anything which fligs” but not “what i crawling”,

In more serions vein, he mentions “cute littls houses,
school, hospital, and market places that used 1o be
there hefore they were set on fire. . we mest nice
peaple, most of them refugees coming back to what
uwsed to  be their home Amazingly they are all
smifing and waving at us.._... 500 today with 10 militia
hiding ameng them. They pot spotted and the
villagers started beadng the crap out of them. They
tried to hang & woman {mifitia).... and we had to get
her out too.... We took them all to Brigade HQ™ for
intesTogation. Continued on p 10
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| The January Branch Meeting

Welcome.
In a smple ceremony the Chairman presented
Maembersbip badges to Mrs. Vida Edwards and
Mrs, Phyilis Sutton. It is with great pleasure that
we also welcome the following members who
have joined us since 1st October, and who will
receive their badges in due course,

Mr Barry Peck.

Mrs Kathleen Nobie

Mrs Joyoe Stimpson

Sir Michael Carlton-Smith,

Mr. David Grove.
We trust they will enjoy being with us,

Donation Acknowledged

The Treasurer has received a letter from the
Head of Fimd-raising for St Dhinstans, thanking
the Branch for its donation o £100 and saying
that it will help to improve the quality of lifz of
the Blind ex-Service people in its care.

[Under the termis of the Legion's Royal Charter
and Rules, donations may only be made to
Charitias having the same purpose as our own

Le. to serve the ex-ssrvice commurity]
e S T e L ol T

_ HIGH I
AIRPORTS - LOCAL
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Weliare

The Service {(Welfare) Committee has given
help and advice to a local War Widow who
wished fo visit her hoshand’s grave. Contact
was made with Pilgrimages Department (now
renamed Remembrance Travel) as a matter of
utgency as this is the last year in which thete
will be a Govertment Grant for such visits.

[ Batty West (MH 434523) has a copy of the
latest list of visits and Tom Jeacock (MH
486822 a copy of the full colour brochure. |

The Quiz.

Most members staved on after the business pant
of the meeting to take part in a quiz about
Market Harborough, Tt showsd kow mmch
people miss as they walk around the town
There were vo prizes but the winners were
promised a mention in (hese pages. They were
Keith Bowley, Kath Noble and Peter Wilson,

MrB

The Barber
Far
Appointmente

01858 464308 THOME  oooce 168304

14 5t. Kary's Road, Market Harborough,
Leiceslershire, L.EF6 7D
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e “Tie Secret's Outf | L___
e _ |.__. . | |l"__"'*-\\ /'_.-" I| :In' I_l.ll—---'—-_____
i (author’s news with hé:ld for éeemity reaséms) -' i

/ '|

3] secre-; that emtn the E{iimrs past and presen did n@t immzif of'it. Bm: here ms Just as
. the scoop of r!he ;.rem*‘fsa-t‘ar’j “here the'rﬁrst jasue of In Touch of the ‘\caw
Mllicnmum Herq.,,w&put mttrpe»m;i ive, all the hype over the, Anst fow mmlths which appeared in
1‘@@5]:-@@1{ in magazmcs, o1l rad,z and on TWV. Yes, hére 15 ihe m:-;de story of ,.ﬁ‘!l: exgensive
,'pmgrmmle of i lmmngatmu lesting and smmianpn undaﬂaken 10 ensife that HD msastpr shoutd befall
{7ydu. feltbw members, as flie clocks!ih the Branch’s cumpupm;fﬁdvmp%d fromi the final #ic of 3;;?' 12/99

.-'“ 10| Ihc first-fpe of 1/ lfﬂ,ﬁ‘ It was m]prgﬁrrtam that Glﬂ should fnean Eﬁﬁﬂ\and)mt\l{)ﬂﬂ athet'wlsa ‘pu each

wbu]d hiave Been loni overdue fm tf@ hxrﬂ;dgy telggraf:n me the O'LTEN:[[ and’ xyptf w-i:-uld b&\e _]nmed
the thmn befﬁrc’{/waa fmnue”d ! '-[- ") P \

‘-_ II | I

We do undmxlaud that sonfie {mm:t‘"} mernbers think !Lhal mmputers are things clf myslcrgr of I:rladr,k art '_., .
. there'is a |

and the ‘creation §f the Dlevil and' so cluse their mm,tis io the whple subject. Howeve

-
~,
S

\.
3

.'llll‘l

growing mnber of vour fallow members w’hn for oné‘ma&qn or angther, have, venmrediiog this datk §
world. Some hmrq becn shaénsd !Jﬁto it by theg R 5; 5t ycai‘s olc} children a:br grandchildren, spme -

YOUNger mcin ers‘qse cumpruteﬁs_)at “work, some abgnd Eriisty and ¢ ir;klﬂn,g Repnington for-a”
Word F:roc-:smr d e took th n;xt s?egm acqui}q,ar ‘real compiiter”” Gird- ave. Iwe-whiose first
encounter with i‘%& " nothet, kmgdqm dates bqelx to when it was home to%gasts not very different 1o
Bletchley Park’s C’Qde—brcakmg CDLDSSMS B i

—-\._\_H || —— n— |

Tt world have been famnanng to mvestlga;e h o dl:pth ]ww aax:h of this elite band of computer
aware members tacklod tﬁe daunting tas}f of tracking dovn this ms;thnu;rs creature known as the
Y2KBug. Professiofial Jeticence on theif ]th and inadequate funding by the powers that be for a
properly mndume;@ nr-:::gramme of rescarch has unfortunatety limited th¢ scope of owr enquiries.
Statishictans will- t/eﬂ you that conclugions ‘base on a sample of ong cannbt be representative of the
whale group, f;l-u-t ‘with that proviso sefeproducs overleaf the report' pre»psmi by a member known for
his techoical expertisrs, his det tion to do ﬂ1mgs right and whg is thuughi to have kept in touch
with the nthérfmveshgatnrs h(shﬂrt, it iz likely to give a prefty geﬁ‘fa! picture of the work that was
utdertaken '111 your interests my"the computers in the Branch. it shoutd a}m e noted that the report is
rﬂpmduced i full, Jjust asxf was produced on the member’s computer. We tust (hat even the sceptical
will now ]'.lswe confi clenc{ l,n {his rea of technology and those who have become, 1f&dav0tees

5 L e
"’N:'_-/:r O e \\\ S
i) gl 3

o
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