
Branch Contact Numbers
Hon. Secretary:   Betty Ramsay - 01858 434923

Welfare: Vida Edwards - 0116 279 3729
Poppy Appeal: Douggie McMeeken - 01858 463203
Social & Fund Raising Team:   Glenys Hocking-Davies,

01858 467835 and Pat Middleton, 01858 445827

The date of the next Branch meeting is

December 13
Meetings are held on the Second Wednesday of each month

at  7.30 pm in the Function Room at the
Conservative Club, Fairfield Road, Market Harborough.

The Committee meets in the same room on the
Thursday preceding the Branch Meeting at 7.00 pm.
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28 Nov Lunch at the Angel.
17 Feb Branch Coffee Morning.
23 Mar Branch 84th Anniversary Dinner M H Golf Club.
 For details of the Royal Naval Association activities,

please call Mike Middleton on MH 445827.

  If you would like to attend a Branch event but
have

no transport, please contact the Social Team
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Continued from page 1.
 A salute and he was gone. We were dismissed and,
clutching four aspirin looking pills retired back again to
our kit. I found an empty match box and lined it with
cotton wool and placed each pill gently inside. The
matchbox then went into my breast pocket and we
set of as dusk fell.
 It was my first “op”. It was a rough crossing. I was
extremely nervous. By the time I saw the enemy
coastline I had swallowed all four pills. Two days later
I was still charging around like a scalded cat. But when
the effects finally wore off it took me a long time
(nearly a week) to get my strength back.
 They never came round with any pills again.

Glenys and Pat, your Social and
Fund Raising Team,

wish you a Happy Christmas.
We hope to see you at many

social events in 2007.
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Parade Marshall
George Fleming
leads a procession
of Standard Bear-
ers and Veterans at
Leicester City’s
Walker Stadium.
Our share of the
collection at the
ground amounted
to £334.

Poppy Parade

Leicester Mercury photograph

And the good news is . . . . .
We’ve passed last year’s total
and set another record

POPPY APPEAL ORGANISER, DOUGGIE MCMEEKEN, REPORTS.

My grateful thanks to all Members of the
Branch for your help, in whatever way, to
achieve the magnificent Poppy Appeal total for
2006 of over £21,000.
 Village collections were all up and, despite a couple
of set-backs (not our fault) the town centre results
were good.  I was pleased to welcome new street
collectors as a result of my local paper appeal.  The
town’s shops, pubs, offices and other businesses have
responded as well as ever. Last, but certainly not least,
I am delighted once again to acknowledge the unstint-
ing efforts of our affiliated Youth organisations.
 Thank you all so much.

Meanwhile, volun-
teers - young and
old - from our
Branch paraded in
The Shires shop-
ping mall  collecting
for the Appeal.
Their    efforts raised
£241 towards our
record total.

It was late afternoon when the
chap from HQ arrived. We were

due to set off around dusk, reaching
the DZ. just before midnight. And

most of the afternoon had been spent making final
preparations, writing a letter home and resting. The
arrival of a chap from HQ wasn’t on the programme.
 Our party numbered about 50 and the announce-
ment that we were to meet him on the field in 10
minutes caused feelings of uncertainty bordering on
panic to fill most chaps minds. We could not enter-
tain any change of plan this late in the day. Perhaps it
was “off” yet again. We were wound up and wanted
just to get on with it.
 When he joined us along with our Major, he
seemed quite normal. Far more normal than one
expected from HQ! “I wish you all well, and good
fortune for tonight”, he said, and that cleared our
worst scenario. “I have brought something for you
all, something unusual and I want you to pay particu-
lar attention to what I have to say. I am going to issue
each of you with four small pills. These are to help
you in the operation. Put them in an empty match
box and use them as follows.”
 “I suggest you take one about 10 to 15 minutes
before you land. It will greatly increase your alert-
ness, as well as helping in your general well-being,
and will be found to be very beneficial. If events drag
on beyond tomorrow morning then I suggest a
second pill about noon tomorrow will help you keep
awake, but this should be only in the unlikely event
of things not going according to plan. The other two
pills are for the extreme case of you finding yourself
cut off and spending two or three days avoiding
capture. Good luck to you all.”

Please turn to back page.

A Dip in the
Archives

Issue No 12
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Ten Years Old!

Pills
By Hotspur
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are buried all the way down to the Gironde estuary.
Most of the RAF crews buried there were from
Bomber Command and were shot down in that area
either by the German Anti Aircraft Batteries or the
Luftwaffe fighters.

Early in the war the Germans decided to build
some several submarine pens in St Nazaire which
would thus become an important base for their Atlan-
tic war against the Allied convoys. The construction
of this formidable concrete construction on a silt soil
proved to be very difficult and had to be renewed
after several failures due to storms. It is unfortunate
that the deciders were not able or not willing to effect
the required quantity of bombing raids to the site
during this period in which it was most vulnerable.
When this was done in 1942 it was too late 9 of the
14 pens were completed and totally invulnerable.
These raids, carried out by high flying US Air Force
Flying Fortresses, were of practically no effect on the
submarine pens but, because these were close to the
town centre, destroyed over 60% of St Nazaire peak-
ing on the 28th February 1943. The surviving popula-
tion had no option but to move out into the villages.

Another asset of St Nazaire as far as the Germans
were concerned was its capacity to take their largest
warships into dry dock. Specialised before the war in
the construction of the largest liners such as the
Normandie or battleships like the Jean Bart it was the
only Atlantic port capable of repairing their Scharn-
horst, Gneisnau and Tirpitz warships which they des-
perately also wanted to use against the Allied convoys
in the Atlantic.

This is what decided Admiral Mountbatten to
organise a Combined Operation Raid, code name
Operation Chariot, on St Nazaire to put the dry dock
known as the Forme Joubert out of action for the rest
of the war. This was to be done by ramming and
blowing up the dock gates, and destroying its pumping
system. The date chosen was the night of the 27/28th
March 1942.

An old US lend-lease warship renamed Campbel-
town was loaded with 4.5 tons of explosives, modified
to resemble a Moge type German warship. It flew
German colours until it reached the proximity of the
Loire estuary. The Campbeltown was accompanied by
17 motor launches carrying the Commando units and
intended also for the return of the survivors. Despite
very heavy defensive fire from the strong German
batteries, Commander Rider drove the Campbeltown
straight into the southern gates of the entrance lock
to the dry dock. Meanwhile the Captain Newman's
Commandos
undertook
the sabotage
tasks which
had been
assigned to
them under
extremely
heavy fire
from the 7000 German troops in the area.

There  was much fighting in the streets of St
Nazaire and 169 soldiers were killed. Many were
taken prisoner, a few succeeded in returning to the
UK, in the only two launches that got back, and a few
joined the French Resistance. On the morning of the
28th the Campbeltown was firmly imbedded in the
dock gate, the Germans wishing to inspect the damage
were a little wary and took several members of the
Royal Navy with them on board. Although these men
knew the explosives were controlled by a time fuse
they said nothing and as a result when the Campbel-
town blew up, there were several German experts on
board and, unfortunately, some members of the RN.

Tactically, Operation Chariot was a success, the
dry dock was out of action for the rest of the war, it
was however costly in human lives, including quite a
few St Nazaire citizens who fell under the bullets of a
completely frenzied German garrison . If your travels
take you around that part of world, don't forget to go
and pay homage to those buried in this small but very
beautiful cemetery.

The Escoublac-La Baule War Cemetery used to be
situated just outside La Baule. With the growth

of the town it is now surrounded by houses. It is
situated about 18km from St Nazaire which is where
practically all those buried there were killed.

It is felt that
the importance
of some of the
WW2 events
that took place
there should not
be left untold.
331 men are
buried in the
cemetery; 192

from the Army, 91 from the Air Force, 42 from the
Navy, and 3 from the Merchant Navy; they are either
British, Canadian, Australian, New Zealander, or
Polish . As in the 1914 - 1918 War St Nazaire was one
of the ports used by the British Expeditionary Force,
and later the Americans to land their troops and
equipment and form up the units before they joined
the front.

This meant that in June 1940, after the British
troops in the Calais and Boulogne areas had been
evacuated from the beaches near Dunkerque, there
remained those in the St Nazaire area to be evacuat-
ed. These were either the troops stationed there or
some of the front line troops who had succeeded in
rejoining that area. On the 14th June it was decided
to evacuate them all. This was successfully carried out
by the 25th June, except for the disastrous sinking of
the Lancastria in the Loire estuary by the German Air
Force with the loss of over 3000.

A few of those killed lie in this cemetery but many
were washed ashore all along the Atlantic coast and

Escoublac-La Baule Cemetery
and Operation Chariot

Courtesy of the Royal British Legion, Bordeaux Branch

Continued from page 2.

Please turn to page 6.



Page 3 Page 4 Page 5

A LIGHT-HEARTED NOSTALGIC QUIZ

CATCHPHRASES

1. A young boy saying "Hello Darling" was a regu-
lar catchphrase on whose radio programmes?

2. Who would often say, "I've started, so I'll finish"?
3. Who preferred his vodka martini to be 'shaken,

not stirred'?
4. Who used to say about her friend, Cynthia,

"She knows, you know"?
5. What did Alf Garnett call his wife?
6. Who told Barney to give him or her the money?
7. Who said to the child, "George, don't do that"?
8. How did Uncle Mac sign off Children's Hour?
9. Who asked Anthea Redfern to "Give us a twirl"?
10. What was Rob Wilton's opening line referring

to September 3 1939?
ADVERTISING SLOGANS

11. What is the famous L'Oreal advertising catch-
phrase?

12. "Don't forget the - what - Mum"?
13. What mints were too good to hurry?
14. What was the Strand that you were supposed

to be never alone with?
15. What was ' naughty, but nice'?
16. Complete the slogan, 'Melts in your mouth . . . '
17. What privatised utility's shares were we told to

tell Sid about?
18. How were we urged to consume more milk?
19. 'The future's bright, the future's' - what colour?
20. What a day helps you work, rest and play?

(Answers next month)

When the younger ones are out of the way,
settle down with others of a certain age for

this test of memory.

Luck of the Draw
A man found himself in terrible finan-
cial difficulties. He was so desperate
that for the first time in his life he got
down on his knees and prayed to God
for help.

 'Dear God, I desperately need your help. I have no
money to spend on Christmas presents for my family.
Could you possibly arrange for me to win the Lot-
tery?' The lottery draw is held, but he wins nothing.
 He prayed to God again. 'My business has gone
bust and  soon I'll lose my car and Christmas will be
very difficult. Please let me win.' Lottery night comes,
but he's unlucky.
 So he prayed again. 'Please God, I've lost my car
and they want to take my house. Please help me to
win the Lottery or our Christmas will be ruined.'
Come lottery night, he again fails to win anything.
 Undeterred, be prayed to God again. 'I am now
bankrupt, no house, no car and we live on the street.
All I need to get my life back together and enjoy some
kind of Christmas is to win the lottery.'
 Suddenly there was a flash of brilliant life as the
heavens open and the man hears the voice of God.
 'Please, my son,  do me a favour - buy a ticket.'

Kidnappers would not be very interested in you.
In a hostage situation you’d be released first.
No one expects you to run anywhere.
Things you buy now won't wear out.
You can eat dinner at 4 pm.
You no longer think of speed limits as a challenge.
You don’t have to try to hold your stomach in.
Your eyes won't get much worse.
Your joints are more accurate meteorologists than
 the TV weather forecasters.
Your secrets are safe with your friends because they
 won't remember them either.

ADVANTAGES OF BEING A SENIOR CITIZEN


