
Branch Contact Numbers
Hon. Secretary:   Betty Ramsay - 01858 434923

Welfare: Vida Edwards - 0116 279 3729
Poppy Appeal: Douggie McMeeken - 01858 463203
Social & Fund Raising Team:   Glenys Hocking-Davies,

01858 467835 and Pat Middleton, 01858 445827

The date of the next Branch meeting is

December 13
Meetings are held on the Second Wednesday of each month

at  7.30 pm in the Function Room at the
Conservative Club, Fairfield Road, Market Harborough.

The Committee meets in the same room on the
Thursday preceding the Branch Meeting at 7.00 pm.
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The Social & Fund-Raising Team Reports

28 Nov Lunch at the Angel.
   9 Dec RNA Christmas Dance Conservative Club 8pm - £6
12 Dec RBL, RNA, RAFA Christmas Lunch The Angel
17 Feb Branch Coffee Morning.
23 Mar Branch 84th Anniversary Dinner M H Golf Club.
 For details of the Royal Naval Association activities,

please call Mike Middleton on MH 445827.

  If you would like to attend a Branch event but have
no transport, please contact the Social Team

and every effort will be made to help you.
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The Christmas Lunch   We hope Members will join
us in force on this enjoyable occasion.  Details and
menu are on page 2.
November Lunch   Here is the menu for Tuesday,
28 November at noon for 12.30 in the Angel Hotel.
Main course - a choice of - roast with vegetables,
sausages and mash with onion sauce, or mild vegetable
curry with rice and naan bread.
Followed by a selection of sweets - lemon meringue,
fruit salad and cream or jam roly poly with custard.
With coffee and mints, the cost is £7 a head.
Please book by Tuesday 21 November.

Didn’t they do well!   Congratulations,
Ladies. (See story on page 9)

ATC
Cadets set

up the
Tombola

stall at the
Branch
Poppy
Appeal
Coffee

Morning.



Your Branch Committee   Fol-
lowing the AGM, which had a
commendable attendance of 39
Members, the Committee is un-

changed, except that Bob England, to whom we give
thanks for his past service, has resigned, and his place
is taken by Fred Brown.  Fred will be known by many
as the standard bearer of the Royal Naval Association.
A new Vice President   We welcome and congrat-
ulate Con Halsall on her appointment as a Vice
President of our Branch.
Welfare activity   During the past year eight cases
were dealt with.  Arrangements were made for two
couples to take welfare breaks.
Poppy Appeal   Douggie McMeeken reports
encouragingly on the campaign so far.  As a result of
publicity in the Harborough Mail, 13 new collectors
were recruited.
Generous Donation   Reg Tarry (centre above)
has generously donated £50 to the Poppy Appeal.
Sad News   We have just heard, with great regret,
of the passing of Betty Potter, who lived in Smeeton
Westerby.
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LET US GIVE CREDIT WHERE IT IS DUE
It is a regrettable fact that, in so many aspects of life, the actions of a disruptive few can reflect adversely

on the blameless majority.  Unfortunately, particularly among older folk, this can unfairly result in
condemnation of much of the younger generation.

As is well known to Members, our Branch is extremely fortunate in being affiliated to three local cadet
groups.  Those Members who have come into contact with these young people will be aware that the picture

so often painted of youth today is utterly wrong and, frankly, insulting.
Once again willing youngsters are giving their support to the Poppy Appeal and we thank them for their help.

The Oldies salute you.

Combined Operations at the Branch Poppy Appeal Coffee Morning.
Members of the Air Training Corps Squadron manned the Tombola stall while Army Cadets served refreshments.

and Ipoh was mining country. A mountainous area
known as the Cameron Highlands was beautiful coun-
try and at such heights the temperature was perfect
and because of this the main hospital was there.

The Campaign in Malaya up to 1960 was not well
known at home and soldiers, especially the Infantry-
men, felt that they were the Forgotten Army, like their
predecessors in Burma, Siam & Malaya had done during
the war.

With mixed feelings I joined a troop train back to
Singapore on May 6th 1954 where I boarded the
Empire Fowey arriving back in Southampton 3 weeks
later and was demobbed on May 30th. My Army career
as a National Serviceman had ended!

The Poppy Appeal is launched in Market Harborough
Town Centre by teams of  Cadets and Branch Members

delivering supplies to the shops.

The Campaign Begins

On the cover of this month’s issue is a photograph
of two young ladies to whom Members can be

very grateful.
 Thanks to the efforts of our fellow Member, Helen
West (right), and her friend and colleague, Ursula, the
Branch Poppy Appeal has been boosted by the
magnificent sum of £660.
 The two great-hearted heroines completed the
Cardiff Half Marathon on Sunday, 15 October, in a
very respectable two hours and twelve minutes.  They
thank those Members who sponsored their efforts.

Helen and Ursula, we’re
proud of you
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Life for me as a national serviceman began on 20th
February 1952 (my 18th birthday) at the old La-

bour Exchange office (now Park House) in Leicester
Road, Market Harborough when I signed on for 2
years in the army.

After medicals and interviews my final decision
was to join the Royal Army Service Corps as a driver.
My call up papers arrived on the 1st May 1952 togeth-
er with a one way train ticket to report to Blenheim
Barracks, Aldershot.

On arrival I was kitted out and given an army
number and I became 22672959 Driver Cox J, with a
pay book and a wage of £1.22½p a week. For the next
7 days I endured spit and polish before going on to
Blandford, Dorset for 8 weeks training - 4 weeks drill
and weapons and 4 weeks driver training.

On completion of this 8 weeks course I finally
qualified and was posted to Watchfield, Swindon on a
12 weeks Air Despatch course. Here with the aid of
one mock up Dakota, I became a trained Air Supplies
Crewman and was posted to Malaya to take part in
the Malayan Campaign 1948 -1960. I was given 4
weeks embarkation leave and then sailed from South-
ampton in the Empire Trooper in November 1952
arriving at Singapore 3 weeks later.

I joined 3 Company RASC as a Scout Car Driver
in Johor-Bahru but later my platoon was sent to
establish a new base for the Company about 360 miles
to the north near Ipoh.

Shortly after I was transferred to 55 Air Despatch
Company RASC near the capital Kuala Lumpur. We
lived in tents in a clearing in the jungle but close to the
airfield. We worked in 4 man teams delivering supply

packs to our Infantrymen fighting the Communist
guerrillas in the jungle where vehicle access was
impossible.I

We flew with RAF crews in their twin engined
Vickers Valetta, dropping all kinds of supplies, from
ammunition and medical supplies to leaflets and food
- including eggs! We even dropped live chickens for
the Gurkhas!

It was hard going and
not without danger as
the packs had to leave
the aircraft at the right
moment to hit the Drop
Zones - small clearings
in the jungle. Often we
were flying four sorties a
day at very low altitudes
without parachutes over
this thick jungle, and this
type of flying caused
crashes; there were
eight during the 1950s
and our Company lost
19 men. In all 15,000
sorties were carried out
and 30,000 tons of sup-
plies were dropped.
During the Monsoon
period we still had to fly

every day in appalling weather.
All supplies were packed in wooden crates and to

soften the blow Coconut Fibre Bales were used for
packing. I well remember scorpions emerging from
this fibre and tales of the presence of snakes in this
land could fill another article for In Touch!

We had regular leave and went to Singapore
where the Union Jack Club and the Nuffield Centre
gave us rest and entertainment. But with only £1/2/6d
a week to spend, life wasn't too pleasurable.

Malaya was a most interesting country. Apart from
the jungle, there were numerous rubber plantations

A Dip in the
Archives
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Ten Years Old!
The Two Years of a National Serviceman

 JOHN COX

John caught in an off-duty
moment enjoying his favourite

non-alcoholic beverage.

ENJOY GOOD COMPANY AND GOOD FOOD
We welcome all Members and our friends in the Royal

Naval and Royal Air Force Associations for

Christmas Lunch
At the Angel Hotel

Noon for 12.30 on Tuesday 12th December

£11
Melon with fruit and sorbet

Chicken liver pate with chutney and
toasted brioche

 Roast turkey with traditional trimmings
Baked salmon fillet with ratatouille

Christmas pudding
Banoffee pie with toffee cream sauce

Cheddar and stilton cheese with grapes
and biscuits (£1 extra)

Coffee and mints

Please book your place for this enjoyable occasion
and make your menu choice no later than

Wednesday 6th December
Telephone Glenys on 01858 467835

or Pat on 01858 445827

BRANCH MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
We welcome a new member:

01858 467721 Kreckeler Mr E , Appt 12, The Old
Coffee Mill, Springfield Street, Market Harborough
LE16 8BE

Please note the following change of address:
Baker Mr E (Eric), 14 Granville Gardens, Market
Harborough LE16 9BT
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The family of Cpl Robin McLachlan recently cut the
first turf in the construction of the Armed Forces

Memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum in
Staffordshire. Robin's name, along with 16,000 other
members of the UK Armed Forces who have been

killed on duty since the Sec-
ond World War, will be com-
memorated by this new
national memorial.

Unlike the World War
Memorials in towns and vil-
lages, there is no-where that
records the names of those

who have been killed on duty, or as a result of
terrorist action, as a consequence of serving their
country since 1948. The Armed Forces Memorial will
put that right. The names of members of the Royal
Fleet Auxiliary and the Merchant Navy who have died
in conflict zones while in direct support of the Armed
Forces will also be included on the Monument.

Explaining the personal significance the memorial
will have, Robin's widow Jill McLachlan, said; "Death
does not discriminate according to context or place.
A death in a road traffic accident in Germany is no
less painful for the family than a death in Iraq. Many
Service personnel are killed carrying out their duty
outside of conflict zones - surely their commitment
deserves to be recognised?"

The Armed Forces Memorial Trust still needs to
raise £4 million to complete the construction of this
new national memorial, which is expected to be
unveiled in October 2007. You can make a donation
to the Armed Forces Memorial Appeal online at
www.forcesmemorial.org.uk or send a cheque to The
Armed Forces Memorial Appeal, First Floor, Zone A,
St George's Court, 2-12 Bloomsbury Way,
LondonWC1A 2SH.

 National Memorial Arboretum

Armed Forces Memorial
The Market Harborough Branch of the Royal Naval

Association celebrated the Battle of Trafalgar at
the twenty-third Annual Mess Dinner on Friday night
when 60 members and guests sat down at The Three
Swans Hotel.
 The Guest of Honour was Captain Chris Craig CB,
DSC, Royal Navy Rtd., who hit the headlines in 1982
when he was Commanding Officer of HMS Alacrity
during the Falklands war. He was accompanied by his
wife Daphne (nee Underwood), a local girl who was
educated at the Grammar School before going off to
join the WRNS.

Captain Craig drew comparisons between making
decisions in today’s Navy and in Nelson’s time before
calling for the toast
to the Immortal
Memory. Other
toasts were made by
Joyce Palmer, Mar-
cus Middleton and
John Marlow.

The Arctic Star is
presented to veter-
ans of the Second
World War who
served above lati-
tude 63 degrees north.   This includes men who served
in the Russian convoys, the ones based in Murmansk
and Archangel and the men who fought in the ill-fated
Norwegian Campaign of 1940.

During the evening, Captain Craig presented the
Arctic Star to Dick Fulford of Northleigh Grove and
David Hill of Bath Street.

Chairman Mike Middleton said “It was good to see
the bravery of the men of the Russian Convoys recog-
nised after all this time. We had a very enjoyable
evening, with good food and good company - Admiral
Lord Nelson would have approved.”

Arctic Star Presentations
ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION

Upon my arrival at this quiet spot
Where on a headstone I placed a wreath
Made up of red poppies and laurel leaves,
The headstone read for all to see,
Showing, carved in stone, the Army badge,
But here lies, with others, as noted,
An unidentified soldier, it shows a date,
Lying in a grave, in a foreign field,
Which is tenderly and lovingly cared for.
This British soldier, once with a name,
Perhaps a family or sweetheart and friends,
To be sorely missed from that day on,
Then forgotten by most, known only to GOD.
I see the graves of many such as he,
The effort I made to bring this wreath,
Made my journey to this far away place,
Satisfying and worthwhile, so rest in peace,
My SOLDIER BRAVE, I shall never forget.

THE WREATH
OF POPPIES
Jim Livermore

This poem is one of a collection by Jim Livermore entitled
“In Memory of the Boys of the Old Brigade”.

Copies of the book are available through the Editor
and Jim is donating all proceeds to the Poppy Appeal.


