
Branch Contact Numbers
Hon. Secretary:   Betty Ramsay - 01858 434923

Welfare: Vida Edwards - 0116 279 3729
Poppy Appeal: Douggie McMeeken - 01858 463203
Social & Fund Raising Team:   Glenys Hocking-Davies,

01858 467835 and Pat Middleton, 01858 445827

The date of the next Branch meeting is

November 8
Meetings are held on the Second Wednesday of each month

at  7.30 pm in the Function Room at the
Conservative Club, Fairfield Road, Market Harborough.

The Committee meets in the same room on the
Thursday preceding the Branch Meeting at 7.00 pm.
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The Social & Fund-Raising Team Reports

28 Oct Branch Coffee Morning 9am till 12 noon
31 Oct Lunch at the Angel.  **NOTE - Date change**
18 Nov Remembrance Concert Baptist Church, 7-30pm
28 Nov Lunch at the Angel.
   9 Dec RNA Christmas Dance Conservative Club 8pm - £6
12 Dec RBL, RNA, RAFA Christmas Lunch The Angel
17 Feb Branch Coffee Morning.
23 Mar Branch 84th Anniversary Dinner M H Golf Club.
 For details of the Royal Naval Association activities,

please call Mike Middleton on MH 445827.

  If you would like to attend a Branch event but have
no transport, please contact the Social Team

and every effort will be made to help you.

Lunch Menu at The Angel
CHANGED DATE -   Tuesday, October 31

Roast of the Day with Roast Potatoes
Grilled Sausages and Mash Potatoes

Vegetable Lasagne with Salad and Garlic Bread.
Fresh Fruit Salad with Vanilla Ice Cream

Vanilla Cheesecake topped with Autumn Fruits
Bread and Butter Pudding with Custard.

Coffee and Mints
Ring Glenys or Pat now to reserve your place
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Street Collectors
Town Centre Locations
Saturday 4th, Tuesday 7th, Friday 10th

and Saturday 11th November
Between 9am and 4pm.

At least one hour - more if possible.
Please contact

Douggie McMeeken NOW
on 01858 463203

Poppy People
Wanted

Poppy Appeal Concert
featuring the

HARBOROUGH BAND
7.30 pm Saturday 18th November

The Baptist Church, Coventry Road
Market Harborough

Tickets £5
On sale now at

ABC Music, 7 ST Mary’s Road
RD Jeacock 20 Coventry Road

Or pay at the door
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Did you ring about a ring?   An
incomplete message was left on
Chairman Mark Hudson’s phone
some weeks ago about a ring which
was found in the Conservative Club

following a Branch meeting.  Would the person who
made that call please call Mark, who still has the ring,
on 01858 434436.

I was asked to sell poppies door-to-door this year. As
a member of the Legion I mentioned this to a collec-

tor last year and she remembered me. I was glad to be
involved. I live in a ‘middle-class’ area with a cross-
section of retired couples, married couples with chil-
dren, married couples no kids etc. Their jobs are
varied from the professions and what might be ‘middle-
class’ salaried people. My patch was some 60 houses in
our Yorkshire village.

Here are some of my experiences whilst out col-
lecting.

The older and retired people gave the most gener-
ously. I was invited into two homes for a brew and a
chat. This I thoroughly enjoyed and discovered an
‘ex-Desert Rat’ and an ex-RE sergeant attached to 30
Corps. I will be paying visits on a regular basis from
now on. The Desert Rat had phoned the RE sergeant
that I was out collecting after I had left his home. My
60 houses took just over four hours!

One lady answered the door and rather sheepishly
said that she reserved her giving at her local church. I
don’t have a problem with this. Ten minutes later she
chased after me, and in the gathering cold and gloom,
came up to me and gave me £1 for the box. Her
reasons she said were that she felt sorry ‘for me’ out
in the cold! I explained to her politely that I very much
appreciated the donation on behalf of the RBL and
pointed out that feeling sorry for me was missing the
point. I asked her to imagine and give a prayer for
those who served our country not only in the cold, the
wet, the heat, the dry, the filth, the horror etc. but
because they made it possible for me to go back to a
warm home to be with my family in comfort and
security. I think I got through.

I did attempt to encourage parents to take more
than one poppy if they had young children and to

encourage them to wear them at school. This went
down very well, and generated an extra dig into
pockets as a result. Some teenagers hanging around on
bikes came up to me and asked what Poppies were all
about. I gladly explained. Out came their pennies and
on went the poppies!

One ‘20 something’ young woman rather haughti-
ly told me that she didn’t have any money. So I offered
to give her a poppy on the understanding that she put
a donation into another box somewhere else. I saw
her two days later at the railway station and I
re-introduced myself and asked her how her poppy
was getting on. After reminding her that I was a
neighbour and a poppy collector, out came the purse
somewhat sheepishly!

One rather stressed young woman shouted at no
one in particular as she answered her door to me
“Why do people always want something?!’ She gave
me four bob and took a poppy and dropped it on a
mountain of unread mail on a hallway table and
slammed the door.

Her neighbour, a middle-aged man pompous in
manner, was the only person to refuse saying  “I don’t
believe in it, it’s a waste of time if you ask me”. This
was heard by his young daughter. He seemed proud to
state his opinion. I wished him a cheery goodnight and
accidentally on purpose dropped a poppy on his drive
next to his car, which had a ‘Christian fish’ badge on
the boot lid. I’m a Christian myself but I’d rather sit
and have a beer with a downright atheist who believed
in fighting for right against wrong than the pompous
chap as described. I imagine him singing out loud at his
church, chest out, lungs full of gusto, and asking God
for his blessings. Forgive me harping on, but this man
made me angry at the time until I realised he was the
tiniest minority in what is a very generous neighbour-
hood, the vast majority non-church goers.

Some had already bought poppies but were glad
to give again. On the whole I sensed that people do
not like to be disturbed at home after a day’s work but

Continued on Page 2

KNOCKING ON DOORS
The experiences of Christopher Toplis in 1998 may

strike a few chords with Members.
They were found on the ‘Legion Mailing List’ web site.

BRANCH MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
It is with regret that we record the passing of

Mr T Duckham, 8 Glebe Road, Little Bowden.
We welcome two new members

01858 464567 Adock Mrs M F (Marjorie) 93 Fairfield
Road, Market Harborough LE16 9QH

01858 410438 Green Mr F (Frederick) Flat 66
Huntingdon Gardens Market Harborough LE16 9LE
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Douggie McMeeken
reporting

The Appeal will soon be in full
swing and our objective will be

to maintain our record of exceed-
ing the previous year’s total.  So, with a reminder that
2005/6 brought in £20,677, you know what we are
aiming for!
 If you can help in any way - particularly with town
centre street collecting - please ring me.
Situation Vacant
 The efficient administration of the Branch Poppy
Appeal, particularly in regard to the accounting of
cash collections, is undertaken by a comprehensive
computer system which has been evolved in recent
years. It is with some regret that I do not have the
necessary skills to manage the system myself and
urgently need some assistance.
 I wish to obtain the services of a volunteer con-
versant with the operation of a simple spreadsheet
to enter details of cash collections on the computer
situated in the Poppy Appeal Cabin.
 If you think that you, or somebody you know,
could help for just a few hours during November and
would like to assist in this important task, please
contact me as soon as possible for further details.

Douggie McMeeken, Appeal Organiser
01858 463 203 (after 6pm)

A Dip in the
Archives
Issue No 7
 May 1997

1996 - 2006
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Ten Years Old!

I first set foot in the Falkland Islands in August 1986,
some 4 years after the end of a short but bloody war

over sovereignty between the British and the Argen-
tines. I was based in the British Forces Headquarters
in Stanley and my arrival there was like stepping back
in time to my childhood in the 1950s in deepest
Leicestershire. There was very much a village feel
about the place and I actually felt quite at home.
People were friendly and undoubtedly pleased to have
British troops there in significant numbers, but there
was also a hint of resentment; there were definitely
those who were beginning to object (in private) to the
intrusion and the inevitable effects the presence on
the Islands of more military personnel than Falkland-
ers was having on the way of life.

The Islands are absolutely fascinating. For those
who are familiar with the northern islands of Scotland,
the similarities are numerous. However, nothing quite
prepares the newcomer for the treeless moonscape
that covers much of the land mass. The Falklands are
roughly the size of Wales and yet the entire local
population numbers only 2000. Many of today's
youngsters have been attracted to Stanley, the capital,
and the "Camp" lifestyle is gradually but inextricably
withering on the vine. The total population is doubled
if the military establishment is included, but more than
80% of this is stationed at Mount Pleasant. This is a
modern, purpose-built airbase which is most impres-
sive as it looms out of the darkness as one returns late
from a trip to Stanley. Darkness is not strictly correct;
blackness would be more accurate and the sky is often
filled with stars stretching from horizon to horizon.

The Falkland Islands
A personal perspective by

Wing Commander M W Halsall

I returned to the Islands 9 years later to command
the newly-formed Air Wing which was responsible
for providing 24 hours a day air defence cover, The
system is a microcosm of a modern air defence
system consisting of Tornado fighters supported by
an air-to-air refuelling VC 10 tanker, air defence
radars, Rapier short range surface to air missiles and
other support aircraft including Hercules transport,
Sea King Search and Rescue Helicopters, Chinook
Mark 2 heavy-lift helicopters and civilian Contract
Sikorsky S61 support helicopters. The base is home
to nearly 2000 personnel and boasts its own power
station, sewage works, bakery, dry cleaners church
and coffee shop! Most people are there for 4 or 6
month tours and the majority enjoy their time far
more than they had dared hope. The weather can be
appalling, wind speeds regularly and persistently ex-
ceed 40 knots and that can wear you down. However,
the air is pure, there's lots of space and the wildlife is
breathtaking: whales, penguins, elephant seals, seal-
ions, birds of prey. . , the list is endless. Fortunately
even with the military in close attendance, man has
generally left the wildlife alone and they exhibit little
fear of humans: to stand within a few feet of a 5 tonne
elephant seal is a sobering experience!

What of the future? This is certainly unclear.
Diplomatic relations with Argentina are still improv-
ing steadily, although the sovereignty dispute remains
insoluble. Argentinean relatives have begun to visit
the graves of their loved ones lost during the war and
have been surprised by the courteous and helpful
assistance they have received. The threat of another
invasion seems slim, but then it did in 1982. I don’t
believe that we shall ever return to the token 40
Marines of pre-war days but I for one will have very
mixed feelings if I am denied the opportunity to
return, as the Islands and Islanders have a unique
character. We were right to go to war to defend their
right to remain British.

The author was Officer Commanding the Falklands Air
Wing from September 1995 to November 1996.
He is the son of our Member, Bernard Halsall.

when they realised it was to be asked to donate to the
poppy appeal their faces changed and out came the
smiles....”oh yes I’ll have a poppy” kind of reply “thank
you for calling round”.

One young mum gave generously and her teenage
daughter took a whole five minutes to squeeze all the
two pence pieces into the collecting box which had
previously been in a large jam jar.
 Anyway that about sums up my first experience of
collecting.
 Oh, I’ll be doing it again next year.

Continued from Page 9
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Saturday 28 October
Coffee Morning at the Harborough

 Theatre doors open at 9am.  All proceeds
 to Poppy Appeal.

Saturday 4 November
The Royal British Legion Festival of
Remembrance Concert at 7pm in the
De Montfort Hall, Leicester with the Band
of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines.

Monday 6 November
Set up the Garden of Remembrance,
Market. Harborough. Your help is needed
and volunteers are requested to meet at
the Garden at 8-30am. (Please remember
40p for parking on the Tesco Car Park if
you do not have a blue badge.)

Monday 6 to Friday 10 November
 There will be a short Sunset Ceremony

each day led by the Branch Standard
Bearers at 4pm in the Garden of
Remembrance  Your support at this
moving ceremony will be most appreciated.
This will be the seventh year that we have
carried out the ceremony and we must try
to keep it going.

Saturday 11 November
 At 10.15am sharp – The Act of

Remembrance at the Welland Park
Memorial.  The Park entrance is left of the
school on Welland Park Road.

 At 10.55am – The Act of Remembrance,
11-11-11am at the War Memorial in the
Square in front of the Memorial Gates,
followed by Two Minutes Silence and
Wreath Laying.  A maroon will be fired to
signal the beginning and end of the
Silence.

 (Please note there will be no Sunset
Ceremony on this day.)

Sunday 12 November
 The Remembrance Service and Parade.

You are invited to join the parade to the
Parish Church, assembling at 10am on the
Tesco car park (free on Sundays).

 The service will commence at 10.45am,
but you are requested to take your seat in
the church by 10.30.

 Following the Service there will be the
Laying of Wreaths on the Memorial in the
Square.

Monday 13 November
 The volunteer working party will com-

mence the removal of the display in the
Garden of Remembrance at 8.30am.  It is
hoped the work will be completed by
10.30am. (You will need cash for parking.)

Saturday 18 November
 The Branch Remembrance Concert with

the Harborough Band will take place in
the Baptist Church on Coventry Road
commencing at 7.30pm.  Tickets cost £5
and all proceeds from this popular event
go to the Poppy Appeal.

Programme for
Remembrancetide

Compiled by George Fleming


