
Branch Contact Numbers
Hon. Secretary:   Betty Ramsay - 01858 434923

Welfare: Vida Edwards - 0116 279 3729
Poppy Appeal: Douggie McMeeken - 01858 463203
Social & Fund Raising Team:   Glenys Hocking-Davies,

01858 467835 and Pat Middleton, 01858 445827

The date of the next Branch meeting is

September 13
Meetings are held on the Second Wednesday of each month

at  7.30 pm in the Function Room at the
Conservative Club, Fairfield Road, Market Harborough.

The Committee meets in the same room on the
Thursday preceding the Branch Meeting at 7.00 pm.
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The Social & Fund-Raising Team Reports

19 Aug RNA Coffee Morning - Harborough Theatre - 9am
22 Aug Lunch Shoulder of Mutton, Foxton - Noon
26 Sep  Lunch at the Angel.
12 Oct Branch Autumn Dinner M H Golf Club 7-30 for 8
24 Oct Lunch at the Angel.
28 Oct Branch Coffee Morning 9am till 12 noon
18 Nov Remembrance Concert Baptist Church, 7-30pm
28 Nov Lunch at the Angel.
   9 Dec RNA Christmas Dance Conservative Club 8pm - £6
12 Dec RBL, RNA, RAFA Christmas Lunch The Angel
17 Feb Branch Coffee Morning.
23 Mar Branch 84th Anniversary Dinner M H Golf Club.

 For details of the Royal Naval Association activities,
please call Mike Middleton on MH 445827.

  If you would like to attend a Branch event but have
no transport, please contact the Social Team

and every effort will be made to help you.
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 Members were joined for the
Veterans' Day lunch at the Angel Hotel by
friends from the Royal Air Force and the

Royal Naval Associations.

Hurry! Hurry! Hurry!    Please be sure to book no
later than 19th August for lunch on Tuesday, 22
August at the Shoulder of Mutton, Foxton. Two
courses for £4-95 (with coffee and mints £6-60).
Main course choice - Roast; Braised Faggots & Onion
Gravy; Steak & Kidney Pie; Salmon Provencal; Vegeta-
ble & Stilton Pie.
Desserts - from the trolley or Peach Melba.

Black Country Museum Visit  Have you got your
name on the list for this superb trip?  Join us in
September for an enjoyable day out with friendly,
reasonably well-behaved, company. The cost for
entrance to the Museum and coaching will be approx-
imately £17.  If you would like to join us, please let the
team know as soon as possible.  The actual date will
be decided when all the names are in.  (There will have
to be a cut-off date to see if the trip is viable.)
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Bob England sat in the Editor's chair from
September 2000 until December 2002. It was

also Bob’s sad duty to write the obituary to his
predecessor and friend Ray Tyler, “one of life’s natural
gentlemen”.

His experience in the newspaper
business and his skill as a short-story
writer brought a valuable profession-
alism to the job. During his years in
post we saw more photographs, the
use of icons in subject headings, the
occasional supplement, the introduc-
tion of a large print version and the

launch of the In Touch website. The report on what
was probably the first time the Branch had been
represented at a RBL Annual Conference, showed a
facsimile of our first national award, the Lister Cup
Certificate of Merit. A year later we see our Chairman
receiving the Haig Cup at the 2002 Conference.

The first change to be made to In Touch was to
drop the advertisements for local shops and
businesses as these tokk up two pages. With issue
number 30 (March 2001), In Touch became a monthly
publication, having previously been bi-monthly.

In an editorial in January 2000, Bob commented on
an article he had written about all the wars that had
taken place during the past century.  "Even as I write
this" he said, "there is fighting in Israel and Palestine
with many deaths resulting." Some things never change.

In another interesting article in the same edition,
Bob remarked upon the cancellation of the De
Montfort Hall Festival of Remembrance the previous
November owing to 'organisational difficulties'.  He
asked the question: How much longer will the
Remembrance Services continue? This year (2006) we
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have been informed that the Festival of Remembrance
will be revamped into a general service of
remembrance and so will be unlike the service we all
know so well.  (Incidentally, a crystal ball was not
supplied as part of the Editor's kit!)

Much was written during the period about the
War Memorial at the Cottage Hospital.  This has still
not been resolved, of course, although we have
obtained some guarantees abouts its future.

In conclusion, Bob says, "I think the most
memorable thing to come out of my years as Editor
was the publication of the book, 'Memories are Made
of This' which Tom Ashmore and I edited together,
and (mainly Tom) ptoduced. I was very disappointed,
however, with the lack of help. Encouragement or
even enthusiasm received from Pall Mall."

 One of the new members Bob recorded as joining
the Branch in August 2002 was George Seward..
With his newspaper background, experience in pro-
ducing newsletters and small publi-
cations, artistic and computer skills
and a humorous, persuasive person-
ality, he was an obvious choice when
Bob resigned. He became Editor
Number 6 in February 2003 and
later also assumed responsibility for
production and distribution. Al-
though he has retained the original format and objec-
tives of In Touch, he has put his own professional
stamp on the publication in both design and editorial
style. Serialised contributions have become more
common, the most notable being the transcription of
the audio recording of Sid Read’s wartime memories.
Stories and news items are more pictorial, aided by
the use of the digital camera and the vast resource of
images on the internet. Significant events George has
covered include the affiliation of all three local cadet
units, D-Day and VE/VJ anniversaries, the Gala Evening
at the Harborough Theatre, Poppy Appeal Awards,
receiving the Lister Cup, Branch members holding
four County posts, etc.

Poppy Appeal   Douggie
McMeeken is assuming his role of
recruiting sergeant as he builds
his team for action in this year's
Appeal.  Douggie is particularly
concerned about the lucrative

town centre collections and would like to hear from
volunteers willing to give a little time to help the
Appeal.  Please try to recruit your friends - they do
not have to be Members of the Legion.  Ring
Douggie soon on 01858 463203.
A Royal Response   The following message has
been received from the Queen's Private Secretary in
response to the Branch letter offering loyal birthday
greetings and congratulations.  "At the Queen's
command, I have been askd to thank you for your
kind message of good wishes sent on the occasion of
Her Majesty's eightieth birthday.  Your
thoughtfulness in writing on this special day was
much appreciated and the Queen sends you her
warm best wishes in return."
Matters of Welfare   An often un-sung aspect of
local Legion Branch activity comes under the heading
of Welfare.  A recent statistical report from the
County Chairman indicates the extent of
involvement in this all-important work.  In June of
this year,  twenty-five new cases were opened to add
to the 118 that were on-going.  A total in excess of
£16, 000 was expended during the month bringing
the annual amount to £163,500.  You can assist in
this admirable work, of course, by giving your full
support to the Poppy Appeal.
Welland Park Development Plan   An
interesting talk was given at the August meeting by
Andrew Watson, who is co-ordinating the Plan as
described in the leaflet recently delivered to all
households.  There has been a good response to the
request for ideas and comments on the future of the
Park and, even though the date shown has passed,
you can still respond if you wish.
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Twenty-seven years ago I was at a small all girls
grammar school in the depths of Dorset where the
only career information was on teaching, nursing,
secretarial work or motherhood! I was not at all
interested in any of these options - only in my hobby
of playing in a brass band and a yearning to do some-
thing 'different'. One day a friend's mother mentioned
that she had heard that the Women's Royal Air Force
had a brass band and maybe I would be interested. As
my father had served in the Royal Navy and my
mother in the Army it seemed a sensible option to try
the Air Force!

At the age of seventeen years and three months I
arrived at RAF Spitalgate in Lincolnshire to do my six
weeks basic training. I found it a challenge, but thor-
oughly enjoyed it. In October 1971 I was posted to
RAF Uxbridge to start my career as a musician with
about 30 other girls in the WRAF Central Band. As I
had played in a brass band since the age of 11 years
(quite unusual for girls in those days), I did not have
to do the 12 months musical training and went
straight in to the Band. Within days I was taking part
in a marching display at the Grosvenor House Hotel
in London - this was certainly different! Over the next
twelve months I played at many parades, fetes, con-
certs, and tattoos - and spent a considerable number
of hours in an RAF bus.

The day before my 18th birthday I took part in
Kettering Carnival.  Hercules the drum horse with
two of his friends were at the front of the parade and
we were trying to march in straight lines behind them
- I'm only sorry I didn't know any rose growers at the
time! We then drove back to Uxbridge, and left at 3

am the next day to march on Plymouth Hoe in the
afternoon and play in a concert at night. As I was the
‘baby’ of the band I had been 'bedchecked' every night
at midnight but now that I was 18 I was looking
forward to a proper celebration and not rushing back
to the barracks. However, we were staying with the
WRNS at Devonport - they hadn't moved with the
times, (as usual, sorry Dad) and insisted 'bedchecking'
anyone under 21. Having spent a short time in their
NAAFI and watched the behaviour of a few sailors
who had just arrived from 6 months at sea, maybe this
was just as well!

It was at about this time that our Wing Command-
er called us all in to a meeting where he told us that
due to defence cuts the WRAF Band would cease to
exist from the end of 1973. I was the last civilian to
join the band and we were all devastated. The next
few months were taken up performing at several
farewell concerts, including Battle of Britain Week in
Jersey and playing at the Royal Albert Hall Festival of
Remembrance, an experience I will never forget. My
musical career then came to a close and I was again
looking for a job, but there are not many outlets for
Tenor Horn players who can march well!

I sensibly decided to re-train as a Telegraphist at
RAF Cosford and continued to serve in the WRAF up
until my marriage in 1979. I was fortunate to have
served during eight years in peace time and have many
good memories of friends I met and places I visited.

Footnote  -  In 1994 the WRAF completely merged with
the RAF to become the RAF - which it has been in fact, if
not in name, for some time! It is the finest tribute the RAF
can pay to its partners of this postwar era. Many more
female aircrew have joined the service, and are now flying
on all types of aircraft, tankers, transports, trainers and
fast jets in fully operational roles. Many more still serve as
engineers, doctors, air traffic controllers, policewomen and
indeed in most of the supporting roles so vital to the
efficiency of the service. All the RAF's men and women
wear the same uniform, and all are equally proud to be
part of an air force that is second to none.

A Dip in the
Archives
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WRAF Music
By Marion Vine

Market Harborough Movie Makers are considering
producing a film about Market Harborough

(including Great and Little Bowden) during the 1939 -
1945 War.

We would be interested to hear from local resi-
dents at the time who were drafted into the services
and can say how their absence affected their families
left behind in the town.

We would also like to talk to those who did war
work in this locality, such as making parachutes at
Symington's, or aircraft parts at Harbuilt. In addition,
there were Land Army girls, the Home Guard, Air Raid
Wardens and members of the Observer Corps.

Teachers had to contend with an overflow of pupils
because of the influx of evacuees - how did they
manage ?

There was a Prisoner of War camp on Farndon
Road. Are there any ex-prisoners who stayed behind
to marry local girls ?

Subject to receiving an adequate response, we
expect to produce the film in the next 12 months.

Anyone who feels that they can contribute, or lend
photographs, film etc. are invited to contact me on
01858 525372.

Peter Wilford, who is
Honorary Secretary of
Market Harborough

Movie Makers, writes in
the hope that Members
will be able to assist in

the Group’s next
production.

•   For sale - several old dresses from grandmother
in beautiful condition.

•   Tired of cleaning yourself?  Let me do it.
•  Dog for sale: eats anything and fond of children.
•   Vacation Special: have your home exterminated.

ODD ADS
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In 1946 George Stuart, then branch Vice-Chairman
and Manager of the local Savoy Cinema, offered the

use of a temporary canteen hut at the back of the
cinema as club premises. This was just a short term
measure and after frantic fund raising 3 Union Street
was purchased. This was possible due to a lengthy list
of donors, and a substantial gift and interest free loan
from Major Potter, the then President.

In 1961 we were threatened with compulsory
purchase of the garden and stabling. By 1968 it be-
came apparent that we would be forced out eventual-
ly, so 3 Union Street was put up for auction. The
prime mover was Major C Dalton MC, the Branch
President. He did so much for the Legion that the
Union Street club house was named Dalton House. It
is obvious that he spent an enormous amount of time

on the Union
Street property
and in looking for
a new location.
He saw an advert
in the local news-
paper for the sale
of 4 Western
Road. This was a
house with six
bedrooms, bath-
room, three reception rooms, domestic offices, cel-
lar, garage etc, in all 2,400 sq ft: and he decided that
it was suitable for the Legion.

The Union Street property was sold for £17,500:
and 4 Western Road was bought for £12,750. How-
ever, since the Club wanted to extend the building
and turn the garden into a car park, the total cost of
the move was £29,000; to which the Club contribut-
ed a substantial amount.

The Club occupies 4 Western Road to this day:
and next to it, on the corner site, is Charles Dalton
Court (a further tribute to Major Dalton). This is a
residential complex of 28 double and 25 single flats,

with a three bed-
room flat for the
warden. It is built on
the site of the Cen-
tral Hotel, which
was acquired by The
Royal British Legion
Housing Association
in the early seven-
ties. Construction
was completed in
December 1977 and
the flats were pro-
gressively let to ex-
Servicemen or their
dependants.

Around the
World with

the RBL
We stay in this country for our second trip

and this time the Internet takes us to
Hampshire, where we visit the Andover

Branch of the Royal British Legion.
“The Club Committee organises dancing on

Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays and occasionally
on Fridays. We have a pool team, a football team,
a cricket team and a ladies and gents darts team.
The Club also has games competitions, line and
sequence dancing, cards, dominoes and bingo.

The Dance Hall is hired out for functions such as
weddings, birthdays and children’s parties.

The Club is open every evening and at lunchtimes
on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays and visitors are

very welcome.”

A Brief History of Andover Branch

The Club House

The Andover War Memorial

At the inauguration in April 1979 there were 32
standards from all over the country. After 28 years of
working closely with the Legion, the Royal British
Legion Housing Association felt that it had to alter
direction in order to
meet changing
needs. It now draws
its clientele from a
much broader popu-
lation base and the
previous emphasis
on the ex-Service
community has been
much reduced. This
is recognised by the
change of title to
“Housing 21” and
the severance of
links with the Le-
gion. However,
Charles Dalton
Court is still thriving.

Grave of S Sgt Wilson, RE/RFC,
killed in a flying accident

5 July 1912.

VE Day 60th Anniversary Parade on 8th May 2005 in
St Mary’s Churchyard, Andover.

There were 19 Standards on parade and about
180 Regular troops including the splendid Lucknow Band.

The service was led by the Bishop of Basingstoke

The Andover War Memorial


