
Branch Contact Numbers
Hon. Secretary:   Betty Ramsay - 01858 434923

Welfare: Vida Edwards - 0116 279 3729
Poppy Appeal: Douggie McMeeken - 01858 463203
Social & Fund Raising Team:   Glenys Hocking-Davies,

01858 467835 and Pat Middleton, 01858 445827

If you would like to attend a Branch event but have no
transport, please telephone Vida or Betty and every

 effort will be made to help you.

The date of the next Branch meeting is

July 12
Meetings are held on the Second Wednesday of each month

at  7.30 pm in the Function Room at the
Conservative Club, Fairfield Road, Market Harborough.

The Committee meets in the same room on the
Thursday preceding the Branch Meeting at 7.00 pm.

The Royal British Legion
Market Harborough Branch

Reg. Charity 219279
www.mktharbrorbl.ukvet.net

www.in-touch.ukvet.net
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Army and Air Training Corps Cadets line up
with George Fleming, the Branch Standard

Bearer, at the Poppy Appeal Awards
Presentation Ceremony.

25 Jul Branch Lunch - Bull's Head Clipston - noon
19 Aug RNA Coffee Morning - Harborough Theatre - 9am
22 Aug Branch Lunch - details to follow
28 Oct Branch Coffee Morning - Harborough Theatre - 9am
  4 Nov Festival of Remembrance - de Montfort Hall
  9 Dec RNA Christmas Dance Conservative Club 8pm - £6

 For details of the Royal Naval Association activities,
please call Mike Middleton on MH 445827.

Newmarket Poppy Race Day   Confirmation of this
event in August is awaited but, meanwhile, if you are
interested in joining a coach party, please let Glenys
or Pat know.
The July Lunch   The time and place - Tuesday, 25
July at 12 noon at the Bulls Head, Clipston. The lunch
(excluding coffee) £5-75 a head.

Joy Banting enjoying a drink and the chat at the
successful May Branch Lunch in The Fox at Hallaton.
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recall of names like Le Cateau, Pommereuil & Mormal
Forest, show that despite his mostly light-hearted
tales, he was indeed where some of the fiercest battles
of the war were fought.
 Yet, in retrospect, Mr. Cramp still says," Soldiering
was easier than farming".
 His farming background may well have saved his
life. He recalls that at one time his unit was living
(resting?) at a Chateau and “they came to me and said,
'the Aid Post is short of milk. Can anyone milk a
cow?”. He set out for the nearby village which was
reported to be clear (of the enemy) and found it
desolate. In the gateway of a smallholding he found a
dead cow, but in the cowshed were two live ones.
With his dixie full of milk, “I set off to where the
Chateau was, but before I got there the Germans had
blasted the place.” Beating a hasty retreat, “I never
stopped running until I got to Le Cateau”.
 A rather more sombre recollection was of a time
when, back in the trenches, his Sergeant asked him and
two others to accompany him to recover a man
severely wounded in no-mans-land. With great diffi-
culty they carried him back on a stretcher, but he had
died before reaching their own lines. Looking in his
pay-book for identification, Robert found that the
poor fellow came from Empingham.
 The great offensive in July 1918, in which the
British Forces were involved in the Cambrai area,
marked the beginning of the end of the war. We asked
Mr. Cramp what was the reaction of him and his
comrades to the announcement of the Armistice.
“Dumb. There was no jollification. I never saw a man
smile. One man said, 'My mate was shot at 10 minutes
to eleven'.”
 The three or four months before returning home
were wasteful and frustrating. There had been the
chance of a Veterinary course for which farmer Rob-
ert had eagerly volunteered. “Draw two days rations
and find your way to Amiens and report at Le Cateau
on the way”, he was told. He got a lift on a lorry but
it did not go to Le Cateau and he never got to Amiens

Robert Cramp was a farmer’s son, born in March,
1899, the oldest of nine children. The family lived

in a large house opposite the Crown Inn in Tur
Langton. Late in 1917 Robert was conscripted into the
Army, joining, not the local Leicestershires but a
regiment depleted by the appalling casualties in France,
the Manchesters.
 His initial training was at Cleethorpes and he
adapted quickly to army life, but not to army food. At
home the family always ate well and the change from
Mother’s roast meat to cookhouse stew was a prob-
lem that had to be solved. A resourceful and persona-
ble young man, Robert got permission to take early
morning Holy Communion instead of normal Church
Parades. This obvious devotion so impressed some of
the ladies of the church that he was invited to their
homes and once more could enjoy home cooking!
 Young Private Cramp was posted to France early
in 1918, spending the first few days in a large transit
camp. Seventy eight years later, he still remembers the
names of two of the soldiers with whom he shared a
tent. Recently released from “the glasshouse”, Private
Kennedy and ex-Sergeant McCauly, were accom-
plished thieves, a skill demonstrated when a whole
cheese arrived in the tent!
 Some time later when in the front line and moving
cautiously under cover, McCauly was on top of the
parapet showing every sign of having made a successful
raid on the rum store. They found his body later. Even
before this Robert was a teetotaller but the incident
must have strengthened his resolve not to drink alco-
hol. Indeed, he attributes his survival of the battles of
the following months to having a clearer head than
some of those who did take the daily issue of rum.
 The seven or eight months before the end of
hostilities, were spent not far from Cambrai, and his

In Touch is Ten Years Old
A Dip in the Archives - Issue No 3 - September 1996

A First World War
Veteran Remembers

A New Flagpole   A donation of
£500 has been received from
Market Harborough and The
Bowden Charity towards a new,
taller, pole in the Memorial
Gardens.

Happy Birthday, Ma'am   A message of
congratulation from the Branch has been sent to HM
The Queen to mark her 80th Birthday.
Branch Membership   The total figure now stands
at 136 members.
Harborough Carnival   The Branch had a well-
presented presence on the Show Field with George
Fleming, Tom Ashmore and David Grove in
attendance.
Veterans' Awareness Week   The Veterans' Agency
website has a calendar of activities scheduled during
the Week and our Branch lunch is the only event
listed for Leicestershire.
County Standards Re-dedicated   The Branch
Standard was paraded by George Fleming at the
event held this year in Thurmaston.  Appreciation
was expressed for the hard work and dedication of
Mr Fleming who has announced that it was unlikely
that he would be taking pat in future competitions.
Why Union Flag not flown permanently  In
response to a query by Tom Jeacock,  reasons for not
flying the Flag at all times were outlined. The official
rules designated dates when the flag may be displayed
and, in any case, undertaking the raising and lowering
on a regular basis was problematical.
Are you sitting comfortably . . .   Con Halsall and
Tom Ashmore went back to school at Clipston to
speak to young children who showed great interest
in their stories of wartime experiences..
National Memorial Arboretum   The recent visit
by Branch Members was a great success, an enjoyable
time being had by all.  It is hoped to arrange another
trip later in the year.

Continued on page 2



Please note the following amendments to your
BRANCH MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

We welcome a new member:
01858 463112 Moore Mr LT Leslie,
6 Tower Court, Lubenham LE16 9SY

Please note the following amendment:
Corrected Telephone number:
Ballard, JW - change to: 01858 440214
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A  Branch newsletter
was launched on a

trial basis in June, 1996
and named In Touch. Its
primary purpose was to
keep those members

who were unable to attend meetings in touch with what
was happening in the Branch. It was published in alter-
nate months until March 2001 since when it appears
each month.
 From its early days it contained short articles of
general interest and became a mini magazine. Its format
is convenient in size and visually attractive and it is
printed on good quality paper.
 Circulation was initially to our members only but
copies are now sent to County Office, local RBL, RNA
& RAFA branches and a few interested individuals.

In August 1997 to bridge the two months gap be-
tween issues, a second publication was started, In Touch,
Too. This was a simple single A4 sheet of news, an-
nouncements and a diary of forthcoming social and other
events. It was discontinued when In Touch became a
monthly publication.

An important aspect of our news-
letters is that, as far as is practicable,
they are delivered by hand by a team
of volunteers who ensure that even
those who are unable to get to meet-
ings do see another branch member
occasionally. These calls can provide
a valuable link to the branch Welfare
Team.

For the benefit of sight-impaired
members, a Large Print version was
launched in September 2002.

Now In Touch has entered the
twenty-first century with an on-line
version which means it can be read
by computer anywhere in the world.

To celebrate the tenth birthday
of In Touch, a selection of articles
from the past will be reprinted during the next two or
three months. Some you may remember, others might
be new to you.

Either way, here’s hoping you enjoy a rummage in the
In Touch archive.

W hen Tom Ashmore
undertook to produce a

Branch newsletter, it was with
only the limited editorial and
desktop publishing experience
gained from running an amateur
computer users group journal.
He introduced the pocket-size
format, still in use, of stapled
tri-folded A4 sheets giving pages
about 8” x 4”. Initially there were 18 pages of which
one formed the front cover and three carried adver-
tisements paid for by local traders. Publication was
two-monthly.

Tom was keen to have stories and articles of
general interest written by members and information

about the Legion and other matters as well as news
about the Branch. He wanted a “mini-magazine”
which members would want to read.

An advocate of this approach was Dick Fulford
who became Editor with Issue 5
in January 1997. Dick had been
the first of our story writers as
was fitting for an ex-RN Petty
Officer Writer whose experi-
ence was well suited to running
In Touch and honing contribu-
tions - even from those who
said, “I can’t write essays” - into
interesting, readable articles. He introduced the first
stories from authors outside the Branch, the first
poems, first photographs and he wrote and encour-
aged humorous articles and “space fillers”.

In the Editor's Chair

or the Veterinary course. What is more, “I left my two
days rations on the lorry”!
 Of his reactions to France as a country, he said, “I
saw little of real France, only desolate villages. I have
never been back”. On mementoes, “My only souvenir
was a German bayonet. My wife didn't like it so I got
rid of it.” Pte. Cramp became Mr. Cramp when he was
demobbed in Cambrai and in March 1919 he docked
at Tilbury en route to Tur Langton and a long life as a
successful farmer.
 He joined the British Legion in 1922 but is not sure
whether he was a founder member of the newly
formed Market Harborough Branch.

Continued from page 9

The Market Harborough Branch of the Royal Naval
Association sent the Queen a card on her recent
birthday.  The following letter was received in reply.

The Queen would like me to write and thank you
all for the card which you have sent on the occasion
of her eightieth birthday. Her Majesty has been very
touched by the response to her special birthday and
I am to thank you all so much for your good wishes
which The Queen greatly appreciates
Yours sincerely
Virginia Airlie, Lady-in-Waiting.

Royal Birthday Thanks

To be continued

1996 - 2006
In Touch

Ten Years Old!

Number One
June 1996
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The Branch is very grateful to our Chairman, Mark
Hudson, for once again attending this three-day

Conference as Delegate.
A full report will appear in the next edition of the

Legion Magazine but Mark reports some 500 voting
Delegates attending  most of the sessions when 7
Motions relating to the RBL Royal Charter and 16
Motions concerning general matters causing concern
to Members and matters relating to Welfare were
voted upon.

Motions carried included the following, and gener-
ally asked the Board of Trustees to make representa-
tions to HM Government:-

- To fund the costs of The Armed Forces Memo-
rial in conjunction with the present public  appeal and
upkeep in perpetuity the said memorial

- To pardon those soldiers of World War One
who were shot at dawn for cowardice and desertion

- To consider the Conference’s grave concern the
current practice of allowing British Service personnel
in conflict situations, to be charged with War Crimes

- To consider the implementation of a Conserva-
tion Order or the relocation (of memorials to ex-
Service personnel) to an acceptable alternative loca-
tion when required due to development of existing site

The last being of particular interest to Market
Harborough in view of the portico at the Cottage
Hospital.

A national total for the Poppy Appeal was also
announced at Conference of over £24.5 million which
was a 5% increase over the previous year. Over
£2,000 was collected on the day.

An overwhelming number of delegates voted that
an extra clause (e) be added to Article 3 - Objects of
the Royal Charter “to promote public benefit by the
commemoration of those who have died whilst on
active Service with the Armed Forces of the United
Kingdom”.  The Board of Trustees believed that this
would ensure that Remembrance would have as high
a profile in the Legion’s Aims and Objects as the
welfare of the ex-Service community; the latter
already being addressed in paras 3(a) to (d).

Royal British Legion
Annual Conference
27 - 29 May 2006

Report by Betty Ramsay

Douggie McMeeken, Appeal Organiser

The Poppy Appeal
2005/2006

A n Award/Reward event was held at the Conser-
vative Club on Saturday, 20 May, when certifi-

cates in recognition of service were received by
long-serving Poppy Appeal collectors from town and
Harborough District

Around seventy collectors and Legion members
attended and the presentations were made by
Clr John Ford, Chairman of Harborough District
Council, and Peter Roffey, RBL County President.

Regrettably, longest serving husband and wife
team, Joyce and Stan Snow from Great Easton, with
sixty years service each, were unable to attend and
their award was collected by Marnie and John Cook.

Paddy was driving along in a sweat
because he had an important ap-
pointment and couldn't find a park-
ing place.
Looking up to heaven he said,
"Lord, take pity on me. If you find
me a parking place I will go to Mass
every Sunday for the rest of me life

and give up me whiskey".
Miraculously, a parking place appeared.
Paddy looked up again and said, "Never mind, Lord, I
found one."

During a visit to a mental hospital, a visitor asked the
Matron how it was decided if a patient should be admitted.
"Well," said the Matron, "we fill up a bathtub, then we
offer a teaspoon, a teacup and a bucket to the patient and
ask him or her to empty the bathtub."
"Oh, I understand," said the visitor. "A normal person
would use the bucket because it's bigger than the spoon
or the teacup.”
 "No." said the Matron, "A normal person would pull the
plug out.  Would you like a bed near the window?"

Just a
Bit of
Fun


