
In Touch
Meetings are held on the Second Wednesday of each month

at  7.30 pm in the Function Room at the
Conservative Club, Fairfield Road, Market Harborough.

The Committee meets in the same room on the
Thursday preceding the Branch Meeting at 7.00 pm.

The Social & Fund-Raising Team Reports

 1 Dec RNA Christmas Dance
13 Dec RNA Christmas Lunch, Union Inn
2008
15 Jan Branch Late Christmas Lunch - details on page 2
 1 Mar Branch Coffee Morning Harborough Theatre
 7 Mar  RNA Scran Hot Lunch
21 Mar Branch 85th Anniversary Dinner

 For details of RNA events please call
Mike Middleton on MH 445827.

  If you would like to attend a Branch event but have
no transport, please contact the Social Team

and every effort will be made to help you.

In Touch

g.seward@uwclub.net

Lunch at the Angel   The next date for your
monthly lunch-time treat at the Angel Hotel is Tues-
day, 27th November.  Be sure to book with Wendy
by the 23rd.  Here is your menu choice:

Main Course
Baked White Fish sat on crushed new potatoes with

a white wine and dill sauce.
Roast Leg of Lamb with gravy and roast potatoes
Pork and Leak Sausage sat on a bed of mash with

onion gravy
All served fresh with vegetables

Dessert
Apple and Pear Crumble with creamy custard

Fruity Roulade with vanilla ice cream
Fresh Fruit Salad with cream

Fresh Coffee and Mints
Book NOW with Wendy Osborne on MH 467636

No part of In Touch  may be
reproduced  without the

permission of the Committee

Standard Bearing duties can
be tough, but our George
copes with a brave smile.

(Story on page    )

The Editor would like to receive your
Christmas anecdotes for the next issue.
Short stories about Christmases past

will be very welcome, please.
Your anecdote does not have to be about wartime

or service life - but, of course, a bit of humour helps!
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In the year 2007 the Lord came unto Noah, who was now
living in England and said, "Once again, the earth has be-

come wicked and over-populated, and I see the end of all
flesh before me. Build another Ark and save two of every
living thing along with a few good humans.
 "He gave Noah the CAD drawings, saying, "You have 6
months to build the Ark before I will start the unending rain
for 40 days and 40 nights."
 Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw Noah
weeping in his yard- but no Ark. "Noah!" He roared, "I'm
about to start the rain! Where is the Ark ?"
 "Forgive me, Lord," begged Noah, "but things have
changed. I needed Building Regulations Approval and I've
been arguing with the Fire Brigade about the need for a
sprinkler system. My neighbours claim that I should have
obtained planning permission for building the Ark in my
garden because it is development of the site, even though in
my view it is a temporary structure. We had to then go to
appeal to the Secretary of State for a decision.
 Then the Department of Transport demanded a bond be
posted for the future costs of moving power lines and other
overhead obstructions to clear the passage for the Ark's
move to the sea. I told them that the sea would be coming to
us, but they would hear nothing of it.

 Getting the wood was another problem. All the decent
trees have Tree Preservation Orders on them and we live in
a Site of Special Scientific Interest set up in order to protect
the spotted owl. I tried to convince the environmentalists
that I needed the wood to save the owls - but no go!
 When I started gathering the animals, the RSPCA sued
me. They insisted thatI was confining wild animals against
their will. They argued the accommodation was too restric-
tive, and it was cruel and inhumane to put so many animals in
a confined space. Then the County Council, the Environment
Agency and the Rivers Authority ruled that I couldn't build
the Ark until they'd conducted an environmental impact
study on your proposed flood.
 I'm still trying to resolve a complaint with the Equal
Opportunities Commission on how many disabled carpen-
ter's I'm supposed to hire for my building team. The trades
unions say I can't use my sons. They insist I have to hire only
accredited workers with Ark-building experience.
  To make matters worse, Customs and Excise seized all
my assets, claiming I'm trying to leave the country illegally
with endangered species. So, forgive me, Lord, but it would
take at least 10 years for me to finish this Ark."
 Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine, and a
rainbow stretched across the sky. Noah looked up and asked,
"You mean you're not going to destroy the world?"
  "No," He said. "The British government beat me to it."

Please tell your friends about this, especially as
Xmas is fast approaching.

The Royal Mail and the Trading Standards Office wish
everyone to be aware of the following scam:

A card is posted through your door from a company
called PDS (Parcel Delivery Service) suggesting that
they were unable to deliver a parcel and that you need
to contact them on 0906 6611911 (which is a premi-
um rate number).

DO NOT call this number  - this is a mail scam
originating from Belize.

If you call this number and you start to hear a record-
ed message you will already have been billed £15 for
the phone call.   If you do receive a card with these
details, then please contact Royal Mail Fraud on
02072396655 or ICSTIS (the premium rate service
regulator) at www.icstis.org.uk

Three men were hiking through a forest when they
came upon a large, raging river.  Needing to get on

the other side, the first man prayed, "God, please give
me the strength to cross the river."
 Poof!  God gave him big arms and strong legs and
he was able to swim across in about 2 hours, having
almost drowned twice.
 After seeing that, the second man prayed, "God,
please give me strength and tools to cross the river."
 Poof!   God gave him a rowboat and strong arms
and strong legs and he was able to row across in about
an hour after almost capsizing once.

The Ladies’ Section
God Bless ‘Em

 Seeing what happened to the first two men, the
third man prayed, "God, please give me the strength,
the tools and the intelligence to cross this river."
 Poof!  He was turned into a woman.  She checked
the map, hiked one hundred yards up stream and
walked across the bridge.

If you were at the Festival of
Remembrance at the de

Monfort Hall, you may have
seen this young man.
 Richard Todd strode up
and down the steep rake of
the auditorium like a good ‘un.
 But, then, he is only 88!



Most of us look back on our efforts to clean and
shine equipment as one of the least popular

aspects of service life.   Blanco, Kiwi Shoe polish,
Brasso and Duraglit are names which are not remem-
bered with much affection.  It is fortunate for the
manufacturers of these products, therefore, that the
Standard Bearers of this nation continue to be good
customers.
 It would be difficult, if not utterly impossible, to
find fault with George Fleming’s immaculate appear-
ance when he is parading his Standard.  At this time of
year in particular, “bulling his kit” is almost a daily
chore for the conscientious Royal British Legion
Standard Bearer, as George undoubtedly is.
 Remembrancetide activities began for George this
year with the launch of the county Poppy Appeal at
RAF Bruntingthorpe, home of the magnificently re-
stored Avro Vulcan.  A big contrast in temperatures
faced George, who had returned the previous day
from the 39-degree heat of Singapore to a mere
eleven degrees on the airfield.  Happily the cold air
was warmed somewhat by the presence of a certain
young lady, who took the considerable risk of having
her photo taken with George (see cover).  She is Tori
White who was chosen by the Legion to sing a song
especially written for the Appeal.
 The Standard was paraded every day for a week
from Monday, 5 November.  Each afternoon at 4
o’clock George marched into the Remembrance Gar-
den for the moving Sunset Ceremony when the Stand-
ard is dipped as the Union flag is lowered.   George
was in London on Saturday, having been fortunate to
be selected to carry his Branch Standard at the Royal
Albert Hall Festival of Remembrance. On duty at

Grand New Year Lunch
At the Angel

Market Harborough was John Cox, the Deputy Stand-
ard Bearer, for whose help George is most grateful.
 After its trip to the Big City, the Standard returned
to home territory at 1.30 in the morning of Sunday,
November 11.  There was very little sleep for George
that night as he was up at 5.30 to press his clothes and
polish his equipment so that his appearance was
impeccable for a 9.30 start for the Remembrance Day
church service and parade.  The proceedings in the
Square were followed by a shorter ceremony at the
Memorial in Welland Park at noon..
 George’s duties were not over yet, however.
After a short break and a spot of lunch he set off for
Lubenham where he attended a Remembrance cere-
mony at the Village War Memorial.  There was still
one more appearance on the busiest of days for
George and the Standard.  This was at 7pm for a
service in the Church at Foxton.  Then it was home
for an early night and a well-earned rest.  (In case you
were wondering, George assures me that he doesn’t
actually sleep with the Standard, however it is ru-
moured that he does keep it under his bed.)
 On Monday, 12th, George and his team of helpers
should have been dismantling the Field of Remem-
brance, but this had to be postponed for a day because
George and the Standard attended the funeral of
Douggie MacMeeken MBE at the Catholic Church.  So
a very busy spell of duty came to an end on a sad note.

Tuesday 15 January
Meet at midday in the Bar

£10.50

Your Menu Choice
Main Course

Dessert

Please make your booking as soon as possible
by telephoning Wendy Osborne on

Market Harborough 467636.
It is regretted that reservations cannot

be accepted after 8 January.



It was a most enjoyable evening and we hope to
repeat the event next year. We sold 150 tickets and

we raised £2450, a tremendous amount. The auction
was a fantastic success - to say there was spirited and
frantic bidding is a bit of an understatement!

The money will be allocated as follows:  Macmillan
Nurses £1200, Leicester Royal Infirmary Oncology
Unit £1200 and, because of the RBL support, we will
donate £50 to the Poppy Appeal.

I would like to thank all those RBL members who
attended and gave such great support to the
squadron, it is so very much appreciated.

We did very well and actually took £453.86.
After room hire (£45), tea, coffee and a few

tombola prizes (£26.97), a donation was made to the
Poppy Appeal of £381.89 - not bad for a morning's
work - not to mention the 48 hours of sheer frenzy
beforehand!
 Here are the names of the cadet helpers: ATC Cpl
Glover, Cdts Dagley, Finlay, C. Nye, D. Nye, Griffin.
Army L/Cpl Pateman, L/Cpl McVean, Cdt Harrald
and Ryan and the lad on the raffle was Cdt Molyneux.

JOHN STANDISH REPORTS

The National Memorial Arboretum is facing a large
bill after more than 1,000 of its trees were dam-

aged during the summer floods.  The trees were
planted to honour those who have died in wars
around the world.

Grounds Maintenance Manager Barry Jones, seen
above planting trees, said over 15 inches of water
moved through the grounds, washing away stakes and
guards and flattening trees. But the full scale of the
damage is only just coming to light, two months after
the flooding and it would cost thousands of pounds
and more than a year to put matters right.

The Armed Forces Memorial, a tribute to those
who have died on duty since World War II or who
have suffered as a result of conflict, is due to be
opened at the Arboretum on October 12.

For more information about the Arboretum, in-
cluding how you can help by making a donation, visit
www.nationalmemorialarboretum.org.uk

The anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar was cele-
brated by the Market Harborough Royal Naval

Association on Friday evening. Sixty-two members and
guests sat down to a five-course formal dinner at the
Market Harborough Golf Club.

The Chairman, Mike Middle-
ton, and the Guest of Honour
were ‘piped in’ and then clapped
to their table by the assembled
company. The guest of honour,
Commodore Adrian Nance,
OBE, Royal Navy Retired, is Vice
President of the Royal Naval As-
sociation and a survivor of HMS Sheffield, which was
sunk by an Exocet missile during the Falklands conflict.
Commodore Nance has also commanded HMS Ark
Royal and HMS Collingwood.

As this year is the 25th anniversary of the Falklands
war, Commodore Nance gave a topical comparison
with the Battle of Trafalgar. The Dinner was also
attended by Branch member Captain Alistair
Swatridge, Royal Fleet Auxillary, another Falklands
survivor.

A letter from The Queen was delivered by Mrs Joyce
Palmer which heralded an order to ’Splice the Main-
brace‘ This was toasted with the traditional tot of rum.

PAT MIDDLETON REPORTS


