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23 Mar Branch 84th Anniversary Dinner M H Golf Club.
11 Apr Branch Meeting : Speaker Martin Halsall
14 Apr RNA Coffee Morning  9 am MH Theatre
20 May Sailor Sunday Lt Bowden Church 6pm
13 Jun Branch Meeting : Speaker Rosalind Willatts
23 Jun RNA Wine & Cheese 36 Lubenham Hl MH £5
27 Jun Veterans’ Day Lunch at Angel with RNA & RAFA
30 Jun/1 Jul  The Husband Bosworth Veterans’ Weekend,
 including Drumhead  Service.
14 Jul Music for Summer Evening at Quorn.
27 Oct Branch Coffee Morning, Harboro’ Theatre
17 Nov Remembrance Concert
 2008

  1 Mar Branch Coffee Morning, Harboro’ Theatre

 For details of the Royal Naval Association activities,
please call Mike Middleton on MH 445827.

  If you would like to attend a Branch event but
have no transport, please contact the Social Team

and every effort will be made to help you.
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Branch Contact Numbers
Hon. Secretary:   Betty Ramsay - 01858 434923

Welfare: Vida Edwards - 0116 279 3729
Poppy Appeal: Douggie McMeeken - 01858 463203
Social & Fund Raising Team:   Glenys Hocking-Davies,

01858 467835 and Pat Middleton, 01858 445827

The date of the next Branch meeting is

April 11
Meetings are held on the Second Wednesday of each month

at  7.30 pm in the Function Room at the
Conservative Club, Fairfield Road, Market Harborough.

The Committee meets in the same room on the
Thursday preceding the Branch Meeting at 7.00 pm.

The Royal British Legion
Market Harborough Branch

Reg. Charity 219279
www.mktharbrorbl.ukvet.net

Calling All Supporters of
the Poppy Appeal

Please read the important
message on centre pages.

Guest Speaker - 1 At the next Branch meeting on
April 11, a talk will be given by Air Commodore (Rtd)
Martin Halsall.
Guest Speaker - 2 A talk by Rosalind Willetts
from Harborough Council on Listed Buildings in the
area (which include the War Memorial) will follow
the July meeting.
Summer Lunches   The Social Team is anxious to
know if Members would like to return to village pubs
during the summer or continue at The Angel.
Veterans’ Lunch   The Angel can accommodate a
maximum of sixty for this joint occasion on June 27.
Summer Outings   Nothing has been arranged yet,
but a return visit to the National Arboretum, maybe
to coincide with a special event, is being considered.
Coffee Morning   The recent event raised the
excellent sum of £306.52.
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The Royal British Legion Village, originally named
the Preston Hall Colony, was founded after the

First World War to help gassed and injured soldiers
on their discharge from the Preston Hall hospital. It
was the centre of a small farming community. In 1921,
when The British Legion was founded, it became one
of the first branches. Later, in 1925, it became the
British Legion Village branch.

Over the years a thriving community has grown up
helping all disabled veterans who either came from the
hospital or moved into the area. In 1972 the Poppy
Appeal headquarters of what was now called The
Royal British Legion moved to the village. Now it is
one of the main hubs of Legion life and an industrial
complex houses Royal British Legion industries.

AROUND THE WORLD

WITH THE RBL
We stay in the UK for this visit to the
web site of the Royal British Legion
Village Branch in Aylesford.

The branch has supplied several national chairmen
of the Legion, notably Lt Col Sir C Gordon-Larking
and Mr C Busby.

The branch Union Flag was originally flown at the
HQ of Field Marshall Earl Haig at the Chateau Beaure-
paire at Montreil-Sur-Mer, in 1918. (Earl Haig later
went on to found the Poppy Appeal - originally called
the Earl Haig Fund - and was one of those responsible
for founding the Royal British Legion in 1921). The flag
was then used as the first Union Flag at the Cenotaph
on the first Remembrance Day which was always then
held on the 11th November at 11am. It was then
acquired by Captain W W Needham of the Exeter
Branch of the Royal British Legion and presented to
the HQ of the Royal British Legion.

Its history over the following 50 odd years seems
to have been lost and the next time it surfaced was five
years ago, hidden away in the Poppy Appeal ware-
house. The Chairman of this branch persuaded the
present Head of Poppy Appeal, Tony Davis, to loan
this historic exhibit to the Capel Morris RBL Village
Club to be put on permanent display.

Russell Thompson, the
Director of Fundraising

and Marketing at The Royal
British Legion has been
awarded an OBE in the New
Year Honours List for   serv-
ices to ex-Servicemen and
women.

Having headed up the
Legion’s Fundraising  Campaigns since 1997, Russell
has made a significant difference to the lives of serving
and ex-Service men and women and their dependants

OBE for Legion
Fundraising
Director

Mr & Mrs Thompson
at the Palace.

by substantially increasing the scope of the charity’s
fundraising programme during his time with the Legion.

Before joining The Royal British Legion, Russell
spent 18 years working in a variety of fundraising roles
at Oxfam and 5 years as Head of Fundraising of the UK
and Ireland at the Red Cross.

Russell Thompson said: “I am privileged to have
been mentioned in the Queen’s New Years Honours
List. It is important to me that the work The Royal
British Legion does for the ex-Service community is
recognised.”

A university creative writing class was
asked to write a concise essay containing
the following elements:

1. Religion  2. Royalty  3. Sex  4. Mystery
The prize winning essay read: “My God, said the
queen, I'm pregnant.  I wonder who did it”.

Smile,
Please

The article about Lord Haw Haw in last month’s
In Touch reminded me of when I met Albert

Pierrepoint while I was serving in Germany.  He used
to come over now and again to hang those guilty of
war crimes.
 He came into the Sergeants’ Club in Hamlin and
sat with my mates and I.  We had a good chat about
his job and he ended up by guessing our weights and
taking our neck sizes.  All in good fun, I might add!

Hanging out with Albert
Tom Jeacock

 A BLAST FROM THE PAST - 1946

Please note the following arrangement should
you have the misfortune to need the services

of the Small Accident Unit at the Cottage
Hospital during the night.
 Between the hours of 11pm and 8am the Unit
will be located in Ward 3 at St Luke’s Hospital.
This does not apply to the Casualty Ward.

Important Hospital Notice



The War Memorial After
suffering damage from high
winds, the wreaths have been
removed.  Concern was
expressed by John Liddell

that there would once again be misuse of the site as the
wreaths had acted as a deterrent.  The Chairman
hoped that a proposed plaque would indicate the
reason for the Memorial.
Is It Fair Campaign   Activities continue in support
of the Council Tax protest, John Liddell reported.  An
example of recent publicity pointed out that in 1993
the average Band D tax was £668.  If increases had
been in line with inflation it would now be £794, but it
was in fact £1,268.  (Reference: www.isitfair.co.uk)
RBL Mission Statement   Following a review, the
Statement now reads:

“To safeguard the welfare, interests and
memory of those who are serving or have
served in the Armed Forces.”

New County Office   It is hoped that by the time this
is published the move to Friday Street, Leicester, will
have taken place.  Telephone numbers will follow.
RBL London HQ Move   After being located at Haig
House, Pall Mall, since 1947, a move to Borough High
Street, London SE1, is planned for next year.  Equity
released from the freehold of Haig House will further
the funding of welfare work.
Branch Membership   It is hoped that the elusive
140 total will be achieved shortly.
Market Harborough Carnival   A space has been
requested and George Fleming has made arrangements
for the County marquee.
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Lords and ladies turned out to pay their respects to
Britain's Forces' Sweetheart Dame Vera Lynn, on

her 90th birthday recently.
 The House of Lords hosted a special party spon-
sored by the Royal British Legion in the first of half-a-
dozen parties for a woman whose singing inspired the
nation during the darkest days of war.
As one of the guests told her: "You put a smile on
everybody's face, even in those terrible times. Our
wireless was always on."
 There was warm applause when, at the end of a brief
speech, she quoted from one of those memorable
songs which meant so much to British Tommies far
from their loved ones: "We will meet again."
 A sprightly Dame Vera, who said she felt like she
was aged 60, was in chatty mood as she mingled with
her many friends. Even now she is engaged in charity
work for a number of causes, not simply those involving
ex-servicemen.
 She said: "I don't know where the years have gone.

It is amazing what you can do for others. It is up to
everybody to utilise whatever talents they have to use
to help others inasmuch as they can. I hope I have spent
my life well. I tried to do
what I could to help others."
 Dame Vera, who walks
with a stick, wore a double
string of pearls, a royal blue
jacket and a black skirt.
She said that she didn't sing
at all now. "I never did sing
in the bath," she stressed. "I
potter about in the garden
now, and am still involved in
charity work - I am as active
as I can be."
 Labour peer Lord Morris of Manchester, who has
campaigned alongside her for years, and who hosted
the party, said: "You are a most remarkable person.
You deserve the nation's love. In the swinging 60s they
talked about yesterday. In the darkest days of the war,
you sang about tomorrow and about bluebirds over the
white cliffs of Dover..."

Dame Vera’s 90th birthday
celebrations at the House of Lords

Meeting
PointsBr

an
ch

Can you
remember the
product you
were never
alone with?

Puzzle
Corner - 2

Last month - Sharp’s Toffee

Boys of the
Old Brigade

Gathered for this historic
picture are (from  left)

C Kirby, E Motton,
Lt Col (Retd) D Hignett,

Mr Crisp, C Featon,
Mr Marsh, F Tuffs,

C Featon,  Mr Simmons.
The Editor would be

obliged if a Member can
supply details of when,

where and why the
photograph was taken.
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THE POPPY APPEAL
IN

HARBOROUGH

THE POPPY APPEAL
IN

HARBOROUGH

Douggie McMeeken, the Branch Poppy Appeal
Organiser, paid tribute to the army of house-to-

house and street collectors, and the staff of pubs,
clubs, shops, offices and other businesses, who gave
wholehearted support to the Appeal.
 Douggie also expressed his gratitude to the team
of willing volunteers who assisted him. “It is because
of their efforts”, he said, “that the organisation ran so
smoothly throughout the campaign”.
 “As I am retiring as Organiser, I should like to
thank my supporters over the past enjoyable years.  I
am particularly delighted to be bowing out and hand-
ing over the reins after such a successful year.”

Would you
be willing
to help
carry on
the good

work?

 2006/7 - A Great Result
2007/8  - A Great Challenge

Looking
Ahead

Please read the
important
message
below.

Once again the Poppy Appeal
in our area has raised a
record sum, beating last

year’s result, itself a record!
With the current appeal year

almost complete, the total
stands at a magnificent

£21,836.

After a very successful spell as the Branch Poppy
Appeal Organiser, Douggie McMeeken has

announced his retirement.
 Consequently, there is an urgent need to appoint
a successor and Members are earnestly requested to
give consideration to the possibility of taking on this
most important role.
 The administration and organisation of our Branch
Appeal campaign has been extensively refined and, as
a result, the role of Organiser is not too demanding.
 Based on the Branch Portacabin, an experienced
team ensures that a well-oiled operation is now in
place.
 Although inevitably more intensive during the
Poppy sales period, the time involved over the rest of
the year is not excessive.

  The voluntary role of Organiser is primarily
supervisory and is summed up by this definition:
 The Organiser co-ordinates the work of the Poppy
Appeal Team in the local area.
 The key tasks are to supervise:

· The organisation of volunteer Poppy Appeal
Collectors

· The distribution of collecting trays to local
businesses and keeping them stocked up

· The collection and banking of the Poppy
money raised by the Poppy Appeal collectors.

 (With regard to this final aspect, the present
Organiser has expressed his willingness to continue
handling the finances.)
 It is emphasised that the workload is undertaken by
the established team of helpers and the Organiser is the
named team leader and supervisor.

 It should be pointed out that the Poppy Appeal
Organiser does not have to be a Legion member.
 If you, or someone you know, are interested and
would like to learn more, please contact:

George Seward - 01858 433 873
 As Members you will be well aware of the valuable
work undertaken by the Royal British Legion to help
past and present service personnel and their families.
This work is financed solely by the Poppy Appeal and
its successful continuation depends on the work of
RBL Members around the world.

The Harborough Branch
Poppy Appeal campaign

is particularly successful and
a major source of valuable revenue.

We need an Organiser - can you help?

• Why do we press harder on a remote control
 when we know the battery is low?
• Why do banks charge a fee on "insufficient funds"
 when they know there is not enough money?
• Why doesn't glue stick to the bottle?
• Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard?

• Whose idea was it to put "S" in the word "lisp"?
• If we evolved from apes why are there still apes?
• Why is it that no matter what colour bubble
 bath you use the bubbles are always white?
• Is there ever a day that sofas are not on sale?
• Why is it that no plastic bag will open from the
 right end on your first try?
• How come you never hear father-in-law jokes?

Why, Oh Why?Pause for
Thought


