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The date of the next Branch meeting is

August 13th
29 Jul Lunch at the Angel, noon for 12.30
19 Aug Lunch at the Angel, noon for 12.30
30 Sep Lunch at the Angel, noon for 12.30
  9 Oct Informal Autumn Dinner, MH Golf Club
18 Oct Coffee Morning Harboro Theatre 9am-Noon
28 Oct  Lunch at the Angel, noon for 12.30
  1 Nov Festival of Remembrance, de Montfort Hall, Leic.
15 Nov Remembrance Concert, Baptist Church MH
25 Nov  Lunch at the Angel, noon for 12.30
13 Mar 09 Formal Branch Dinner

Hon. Secretary:
Sara Whitley-Kinzett   01858  434476

Welfare:
Vida Edwards   0116 279 3729
Betty Ramsay   01858 434923
Poppy Appeal Organiser:

Caroline Windsor   01858 463660
Social & Fund Raising Team:

Glenys Hocking-Davies   01858 467835
Wendy Osborne   01858 467636

Les Moore   01858 463112
Freda Carnell  79463 38737

AN IMPORTANT REQUEST

It is hoped to circulate with the September issue
of In Touch an updated directory of Members’

names, addresses and telephone numbers.
 If you have not been in touch with me by Friday,
1st August, I shall assume that you have no objec-
tion to your contact details being included in the
directory and circulated to other Members.
 My contact details are alongside.

Since 1997 the ATC 1084 Squadron
Band has played at the Menin Gate.

See feature on on centre pages.We are pleased to announce that the Market
Harborough Town Development Officer,

Mr Chris Sewart, will address the meeting.  Your
questions to Mr Sewart will be welcomed.

This policeman came up to me with a pencil
and a piece of very thin paper. He said,
"I want you to trace someone for me."
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Lunch at The Angel
Tuesday 25 July

Good company and good food is a fine combination
and it’s yours to enjoy at the Branch monthly lunch.
So, why not come along, you won’t be disappointed.
We meet in the bar at The Angel at noon for 12.30.

By the way, the remarkable cost of this feast is,
believe it or not, a mere £7 !

Kindly place your order as soon as possible, but
before 21 July, by telephoning Wendy Osborne on
01858 467636.  Please note that, as Wendy will be away
from the 22nd, late reservations will be accepted until 25
July by calling Sara Whitley-Kinzett on 01858  434476.

The Menu
Pork Chops

served on a bed of mashed potatoes with red wine and
mushroom sauce and fresh vegetables.
Leek and pork stuffed chicken leg

served with peppercorn sauce on crushed new potatoes
and fresh vegetables.

Courgette and leek crumble
with potato wedges and salad.

The sweet course selection
Profiterols

with rich chocolate sauce.
Vanilla cheesecake

topped with fresh oranges and vanilla ice cream.
Fresh fruit salad

with a mini jug of cream.

Coffee and mints

A Question of
Enlistment

Hotspur

In March 1939 I reached my 18th birthday. War
seemed inevitable, and as I had done some time with

the local Cadets, I decided to try to join the city T. A.
Regiment, which was affiliated to the glamorous
Queens Own Cameron Highlanders, kilts and all!
 So I reported to the local recruiting office, and
after a few questions and answers with the Sergeant I
was given a questionnaire to complete. This form was
a good foolscap in size, and seemed to reflect in some
way the size of my problem of getting into this T. A.
Regiment. But I was able to complete all my answers
- except one. “Have you any property in Scotland?”
 The truthful answer would be, “No”, of course. I
had no property anywhere, let alone in the Highlands.
Would this prejudice my chances? Should I put down
a false answer? Was I destined to be a Bevin Boy? The
prospect of marching through the city centre to the
railway station, en route to T.A. camp, with fixed
bayonets and wearing the kilt, seemed to be fading.
After a sleepless night I decided I would offer my
honesty against my lack of property and, armed with
my application form reported to the CSM at the Drill
Hall the following night.
 The CSM (he was a tram driver during the day)
carefully scrutinised my application form, put it down
on the table, looked straight at me for a second or
two and asked, “Have you any property in Scotland,
boy?”. “No Sir”, I replied. He looked hard at me again.
“Have you got another pair of trousers?”. “I have, Sir”,
I answered, completely perplexed. “Right boy”, the
CSM pronounced. “ You take those trousers, tomor-
row morning, for cleaning at Pullars of Perth in Castle
Street. Now boy, put yes to question 15”.
 I was in! 2nd Bn. Liverpool Scottish, Queens Own
Cameron Highlanders. No. 2930957.
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Hurricanes

Hardly Happen!
 Ray Tyler

During the war I was a Jack Dusty (Storekeeper)
in the Andrew (Navy). I normally slept in the

afternoons and did my book-work about two in the
morning.
 Early one morning, when I was preparing for the
Bubbly (Rum) issue, word came that the Galley
(Kitchen} was not to be used. So no Ki (Cocoa) for
those topside (on deck) or those doing the books.
 Then the ship started to corkscrew (roll and pitch)
badly, which we were told was caused by a hurricane
nearby. Suddenly, through the extra noise caused by
the ship's movement there came a scream from the
Galley. A cook, trying to make chips, was covered
with boiling fat which had slopped from the large oil
cooker.
 I was alone and nearby, and action was urgently
needed, but what? Outside the Galley were several
large bags of white flour, used by the baker for making
bread for the several hundred ship's crew. I ripped
open one of these bags and rolled the lad in the flour.
I yelled for someone to get a stretcher and one of our
two doctors.
 Well, I was congratulated by the Doctor, who said
that there would be very little scarring, but "how the
hell do I get that flour off his body?" A few days later,
still looking like a snowman, they flew him off to
hospital shore side and, for all I know, he is still there,
covered with flour and oil!
 Could I have done better? I often wondered what
a good First Aider would have done.
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Anecdotes such as these were a regular feature
of In Touch and it would be good to have more.
So, how about it, all you new Members, don’t
be shy you must have tales to tell.  Please
contact the Editor, details are on the back page.

I was reading this book today called The History
Of Glue. I couldn't put it down.

I told my mum that I'd opened a theatre. She said,
"Are you having me on?" I said, "Well, I'll give you
an audition, but I'm not promising anything."
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The sun shone and the sky was blue on the day we visited the Arboretum. 50 RNA and RBL members left
Harborough for this long anticipated visit. The coach journey was enlivened by one of John Cox’s famous quizes,

which was won by mastermind Pat Walker. The raffle bottle of whisky was won by Con Halsall who generously
returned it to be won another day. On arrival at the Arboretum most of us visited the café for a coffee and cake before
deciding on either a trip around the site in the little train, a whizz around on one of their electric scooters, (I won’t
embarrass the ones who got speeding tickets will I, Bernard and Brian?) or a slow stroll in the sun.
 It was a very emotional journey for most of us. The new memorial to those lost since the second world war is
amazing and beautiful, with hundreds of names and the stunning figures. The floral tributes and messages for the very
recent losses, had been added to only days before, by a splendid wreath from the Prince of Wales. The gardens and
memorials were immaculate - clipped, painted and generally reflecting the fact that a royal visit had recently taken
place. We spent four hours there and only saw part of it. When we gathered at the bus on our departure for a
traditional Naval tot (or in our case a beer or wine) and the class photo, we all agreed it had been a great day out.

This is a Two Pats Report. - Pat Middleton wrote the words and Pat Walker took the picture.

Our hearty congratulations go to the Market Har-
borough ATC 1084 Squadron Band with more

success recently at the South & East Midlands Wing
Band Contest.  Competing were six squadrons, out of
29, from an area roughly from Derby to Wellingbor-
ough and Swadlincote to Stamford, that is Leics,
Northants, and parts of Notts, Derbys and Lincs.
 The Squadron Band won the Full Band Competi-
tion, the Fanfare section and the solo drum contest,
came first and second in the solo bugler contest and
third in the percussion section.  This is the fifth time in
six years 1084 has won the Wing full band contest.  It
has qualified for the Corps Band Championships three
times since 2002 (2002/3/7) winning it in 2003.
 The cadets ages range from 14 to 20 (average
about 16) and the vast majority do not pursue any
musical interest outside the squadron and are largely
self taught.  As will be seen in our ATC feature on the
centre pages, this is just one of the many activities the
cadets take part in.

Over sixty members of the Royal Naval
Association, the RAF Association and
the Branch celebrated Veterans’ Day

with lunch at the Angel Hotel.

BRANCH MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
We welcome two new members:

 Mr Charles J Ford, 5 Ryelands Close,
Mkt Harborough, LE16 7XE.  01858 440010.
Mr Michael O’Connell, 12 North Bank,

Mkt Harborough LE16 9BT.  01858 434026.
(Transferred from Lutterworth Branch)

Why do we press harder on a remote con-
trol when we know the batteries are flat?
Why do banks charge a fee on "insufficient
funds" when they know there is not enough?
Why do they use sterilized needles for
death by lethal injection?
Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard?
Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets?
Why is there an "S" in the word "lisp"?
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The Aims of the Air Training Corps are:
· To promote, and encourage, among young
people a practical interest in aviation and
the Royal Air Force.
· To provide training which will be useful in the
Services and civilian life.

· To foster the spirit of adventure and develop
qualities of leadership and good citizenship.

The Air Training Corps (ATC) was formed
by Royal Warrant in 1941 and sprang
from the Air Defence Cadet Corps,
founded in 1938 by the Air League.
 Although initially formed to meet the
needs of a nation at war, the Corps
continues to thrive and help a new

generation of young people, aged 13 to 20, to find a positive
purpose in life.
 There are now independent Air Cadet Organizations in
many other countries World-wide.

‘Venture Adventure’
THE

AIR TRAINING
CORPS

The Market Harborough Branch of the
Royal British Legion is proud to be

affiliated to No 1084 Squadron of the
Air Training Corps.

 This feature is presented as a modest
tribute to the achievements of the

enthusiastic young cadets and devoted
officers of the Squadron.

 Space allows for only a small sample of the
many activities of 1084 Squadron but if you

would like more information and
photographs, please log on to:

www.1084atc.org.uk

The success of No 1084 (Market Harborough)
Squadron of the Air Training Corps must be

attributed to an enthusiastic, hardworking team led by
an award-winning partnership.  The C.O., Flight Lieu-
tenant Valerie Smith, is ably supported by her prede-
cessor (from 1990-98), Flight Lieutenant John Standish.
 In his typically modest way, John points out that he
and Valerie are only a small part of the team.  “Perhaps
we may be seen” he explained, “as the top part of a
duck where all seems  quiet as it swims across the
water, but hidden beneath are the legs furiously pad-
dling away doing the work.  Our 'legs' at the Squadron
and assisting in various ways are  three other uni-
formed staff, six civilian instructors and the Civilian
Committee who give up their free time to help run
the Squadron.  And,  of course, without the enthusi-

asm of the Cadets, no mat-
ter how hard we all paddled,
we would get nowhere.”
 Valerie’s dedication to the
Cadets was recognised
when she was awarded a
Defence Council Letter of
Appreciation (DCLA).  The
letter pays tribute to her
‘dynamic and energetic

leadership qualities’ and
‘outstanding work done with
the Squadron Band’.

In the 2007 Queen’s Birth-
day Honours list, John was
awarded the MBE in recogni-
tion of his many years service
with the Corps working at
Squadron, Wing and  Region
levels. His citation highlights
his ‘unwavering dedication
and support at all levels of the organisation’.

The squadron was invited to play for the RAF Wittering
Sergeants’ and WOs’ Mess annual Battle of Britain Ball.
The band entertained the guests with a ten minute display
during which a Spitfire made several low passes.

Although the Band more than adequately fulfils the
Squadron’s high profile aspect, it is just one part

of a large range of diverse activities and skills training
available to Cadets.
 Unfortunately, in this brief tribute it is impossible
to mention all that goes on, but the following are
some examples.  Tuition and training on a variety of
subjects at weekly parades; adventure training; sum-
mer camps, including flights, at RAF Stations; Duke of
Edinburgh Award scheme opportunities.
 All in all, membership of the Air Training Corps
offers everything an adventurous, ambitious youngster
could wish for!

Keen young Cadets led by
award-winning partnership

Charitable activities

Over the years a great deal of money has been
raised by the Squadron, mainly for cancer-relat-

ed charities in memory of two Cadets who sadly died
in recent years.
 A highly successful Remembrance Ball, hopefully
the first of many to come, was held last year and
raised over £2,400 for Macmillan Cancer and Leices-
ter Infirmary Oncology Unit.  The Poppy Appeal
received a donation as a token of respect for the
support given to the Squadron by the Branch.

Valerie receives her DCLA
from Grp Capt Ford.

John proudly shows the
MBE presented to him

by Prince Charles.


