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The date of the next Branch meeting is
January 14th

  6 Jan 09 Christmas Lunch with RAFA & RNA
  3 Feb Angel Lunch [Now on First Tuesday in the Month]
28 Feb Coffee Morning Harborough Theatre
  3 Mar Lunch at The Angel
13 Mar  Formal Branch Anniversary Dinner
17 Oct Coffee Morning Harborough Theatre

The Royal British Legion
Market Harborough Branch

Reg. Charity 219279

Hon. Secretary:
Sara Whitley-Kinzett   01858  434476

Welfare:
Vida Edwards   0116 279 3729
Betty Ramsay   01858 434923
Poppy Appeal Organiser:
Dave Pryor  01858 545612

Standard Bearer
George Fleming   01858 462711
Social & Fund Raising Team:

Glenys Hocking-Davies   01858 467835
Wendy Osborne   01858 467636

Les Moore   01858 463112
Freda Carnell  077 422 987 68

VACANCY - URGENT
Branch Treasurer

and Membership Secretary
Following the retirement of Tony Johnson, the

Branch is in urgent need of a volunteer willing to
undertake the joint role of

Treasurer and Membership Secretary.
Details may be obtained from Branch Secretary,

Ms S Whitley-Kinzett, on 01858 434476.
A treasurer’s training course is offered by the

Royal British Legion.

APOLOGY
As I approach another of those birthdays ending in a
nought, I find that senior moments no longer apply.

I now have senior half-hours!
One of these occurred last month when, for some
unaccountable reason, I put in the wrong date for

the December meeting.  I apologise to the Member
who rang me on Saturday morning to complain bit-

terly that he went to the Conny Club on Friday
evening. So far as I am aware, he was the only one

who was inconvenienced, I hope so, anyway.

Thought for Today
Never believe what you read in the newspapers.
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Long before television came along
with regular helpings of the likes of

Coronation Street, Emmerdale and Eas-
tEnders, these were some of the
characters we looked forward to
in our favourite newspapers.
 This selection is from
the Daily Mirror, the best
selling paper half a century
ago.  Drawn by Norman
Pett, Jane’s Journal start-
ed in 1932, although in
the early days she was
not so revealing as in
later years.  Members
of the armed forces
serving during the war
will remember Jane,
the most popular
pin-up of her day and
a great morale booster.  Churchill called her our
secret weapon.
 But Jane was not the only strip star we enjoyed in
the Mirror of yesteryear.  Can you remember their
names?

P.S. What was the name of Jane’s dachshund ?

Our Poppy Appeal Organiser is determined to
make Harbororians aware that the Royal British

Legion has a Branch in the town.  His smart new van
is signwritten with publicity for the RBL and, of
course, the Poppy Appeal.
 Watch In Touch for more about Dave Pryor’s van
in the coming months.

With retirement I seem to have joined lots of
societies with affiliated journal subscriptions.

As a consequence there seems to be lots of gardening
magazines knocking about the house.
 They offer many tips, some of which experience
tells me to ignore.  The “tip of the year” as far as I was
concerned last year was the one where someone had
written in and suggested a solution to keeping the
pigeons off the cabbages.  One way was to go to a
jumble sale, purchase an old fur coat very cheaply and
convert the sleeves, by cutting them off, into pretend
cats by applying big yellow eyes somewhere near one
of the edges of the sleeve.  You then lay them on the
ground in between the plants to fool the pigeons into
thinking that if they come anywhere near the plants
they will be savaged to death by the cats.  Therefore
keeping well away.
 Well all quite plausible in theory isn’t it?  In prac-
tice it seems to be like this: You arrive at the allot-
ment with your cats bulging out of your bike panniers,
having first run the gauntlet of everyone asking you
why you have a load of teddy bears on your bike.  You
lay the cats on the soil amongst the cabbages hoping
your new pets will do the trick.
 Second day you come along and find them all

missing, assuming foxes have absconded
with them and spend the next two weeks
searching for them round about.  They all
turn up eventually, looking a little bedrag-
gled, when the foxes are fed up with them
as playthings.  They then have a bamboo

cane unceremoniously inserted into their bottoms to
keep them 5 feet above the ground.  Miraculously the
cats then appear to look like owls.  You then spend
the next few weeks answering the question “Why
have you got teddy bears on sticks in your cabbages?”
A good tip as a source of entertainment but, sorry to
say, decimation of brassicas still occurs!

Thank you for your help!
Several of the items in this special festive
edition were contributed by Members and

most gratefully received by the Editor.
BRANCH MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

We welcome three new members:
Christopher Vine, 66 Northleigh Grove,

Mkt Harborough LE16 9QX. 01858 462989

Jack Simpson, 25 Beech Court, Aylestone Lane,
Wigston, LE18 IA. 0116 281 1099.

The Rev John Morley, 31 Walcot Road,
Mkt Harborough LE16 9DL. 01858 419714



Christmas Greetings
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Civilian Friends Military Friends
Get upset if you are too busy
to talk to them for a week

Are glad to see you after
many years; and will
happily  carry on the same
conversation you were hav-
ing last time you met.

Never ask for food. Are the reason you have no
food.

Call your parents Mr & Mrs. Call them Mum and Dad.
Bail you out of jail and then
tell you what you did
was wrong.

be sitting next to you saying,
'Mate...we stuffed up ....but
what a giggle?

Have never seen you cry. Cry with you.
Borrow your stuff for a few
days then give it back.

Keep your stuff so long they
forget it is yours.

Know a few things about
you.

Could write a book full of
quotes from you.

Will leave you behind if that
is what the crowd is doing.

Will kick the backsides of
crowds who leave you behind.

Would knock on your door. Walk right in and say, 'I'm
home, got any beer!

Share a few experiences. Share experiences no civil-
ian could ever dream of.

Will take your drink away
when they think you've
had enough.

'You’d better drink the rest of
that, then  carry you home
and put you safely to bed.

Know where you buried the
body.

Help you bury the body.

Are for a while. Are for life.
Will ignore this. Will send this to their military

mates.

 A few differences in respect of friendship.
Do you agree?

Judy Wallman, a professional genealogical research-
er, discovered that Hillary Clinton's great-great

uncle, Remus Rodham, was hanged for horse stealing
and train robbery in Montana in 1889.
 The only known photograph of Remus
shows him standing on the gallows.  On the back of
the picture is this inscription: "Remus Rodham;
horse thief, sent to Montana Territorial Prison 1885,
escaped 1887, robbed the Montana Flyer six times,
caught by Pinkerton Detectives, convicted and
hanged in 1889”.
 Judy e-mailed Hillary Clinton for comments.
Hillary's staff of Professional image adjusters sent
back the following biographical sketch.
 Remus Rodham was a famous cowboy in the
Montana Territory. His business empire grew to in-
clude acquisition of valuable equestrian assets and
intimate dealings with the Montana railroad.  Begin-
ning in 1883, he devoted several years of his life to
service at a government facility, finally taking leave to
resume his dealings with the railroad. In 1887, he
was a key player in a vital investigation run by the
renowned Pinkerton Detective Agency. In 1889, Re-
mus passed away during an important civic function
held in his honour when the platform upon which he
was standing collapsed.
 And THAT is how it's done when you're a
politician, folks!

May I be permitted to include my own message in
this issue of In Touch, which is something of a

personal milestone?
 Although I found it difficult to believe - and I have
checked the figures carefully -  issue number 123 is the
seventieth I have produced.  My first, number 53, was
in February 2003 and those of you who remember me
from those far-off days can see how much the In Touch
burden has aged me!
 Seriously, folks, I have enjoyed my attempts to
create something new each month and, hopefully,
occasionally provided you with an interesting read.
 Happy Christmas and a healthy new year.
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• The first couple to be shown in bed together on
prime time TV were Fred and Wilma Flintstone.
• Every day more money is printed for Monopoly than
for the US Treasury.
• Men can read smaller print than women, but women
can hear better.
• The percentage of Africa that is wilderness: 28%. The
percentage of North America that is wilderness: 38%.
• The average number of people airborne over the US
in any given hour: 61,000.
• The world's youngest parents were 8 and 9 and lived
in China in 1910.
• The first novel ever written on a typewriter was Tom
Sawyer.
• Each king in a deck of playing cards represents a great
king from history: Spades - David. Hearts - Charlemagne.
Clubs - Alexander, the Great. Diamonds - Julius Caesar.
• When you see a statue of a person on horseback
remember the following: If the horse has both front legs
in the air, the person died in battle. If the horse has one

front leg in the air the person died of wounds received
in battle. If the horse has all four legs on the ground, the
person died of natural causes.
• "Go" is the shortest complete sentence in the English
language.
• Q. What occurs more often in December than any
other month? A. Conception.
• Q.  Spelling out numbers, how far would you have to
go until you could find the letter "A"? A. One thousand.
• Q. What do bullet-proof vests, fire escapes, wind-
screen wipers, and laser printers have in common? A. All
were invented by women.
• In Shakespeare's time, mattresses were secured on
bed frames by ropes. When you pulled on the ropes the
mattress tightened, making the bed firmer to sleep on.
Hence the phrase "Goodnight, sleep tight.”
• The youngest pope was 11 years old.
• It was the accepted practice in Babylon 4,000 years
ago that for   a month after the wedding, the bride's
father would supply his son-in-law with all the mead he

could drink. Mead is a honey beer and because their
calendar was lunar based, this period was called the
honey month or what we know today as the honeymoon.
•   111,111,111 x 111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987,654,321
• In English pubs, ale used to be ordered by pints and
quarts. So in old England, when customers got unruly,
the bartender would yell at them to mind their pints and
quarts and settle down. It's where we get the phrase
"Mind your P's and Q's.”
• Coca-Cola was originally green.
• Many years ago in England, pub frequenters had a
whistle baked into the rim or handle of their ceramic
cups. When they needed a refill, they used the whistle to
get some service. "Wet your whistle" is the phrase
inspired by this practice.
• Q. What is the only food that doesn't spoil? A. Honey.
• In Scotland, a new game was invented. It was entitled
Gentlemen Only, Ladies Forbidden - and thus the word
GOLF entered into the English language.

A is for apple, and B is for boat,
That used to be right, but now it won't float!
Age before beauty is what we once said,
But let's be a bit more realistic instead.
So, here’s
 The  New Alphabet
A's for arthritis;
B's the bad back,
C's the chest pains, perhaps car-d-iac?
D is for dental decay and decline,
E is for eyesight, can't read that top line!
F is for fissures and fluid retention,
G is for gas which I'd rather not mention.
H .. high blood pressure--I'd rather it low;
I .. for incisions with scars you can show.
J is for joints, out of socket, won't mend,
K is for knees that crack when they bend.

L 's for libido, what happened to sex?
M is for memory, I forget what comes

next.
N is neuralgia, in nerves way
down low;
O is for osteo, bones that
don't grow!
P for prescriptions, I have
quite a few,
just give me a pill and I'll be
good as new!

Q is for queasy, is it fatal or flu?
R is for reflux, one meal turns to two.
S is for sleepless nights, counting my fears,
T is for Tinnitus; bells in my ears!
U is for urinary; troubles with flow;
V for vertigo, that's 'dizzy,' you know.

W for worry, NOW what's going
'round?
X is for X ray, and what might
be found.
Y for another year I'm left
here behind,
Z is for zest I still have  - in
my mind.
I've survived all the
symptoms, my body's
deployed, and I'm keep-
ing six doctors fully em-
ployed!!!
But I’ll still enjoy turkey, pudding
and wine
‘Cos this Christmas I’m having a jolly good time.
Cheers!


