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Conservative Club, Fairfield Road, Market Harborough.
The Committee meets in the same room on the

Thursday preceding the Branch Meeting at 7.00 pm.
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Roast Leg of Lamb

Ham Salad

Grilled Barramundi Fillet

JJJ
Lemon Meringue Pie & Cream

Fresh Fruit Salad

Rhubarb & Custard Cheesecake

Join us and enjoy good food in congenial company.

Reserve your
place now with
Wendy Osborne

on 01858 467636

Tuesday
August 4

SUPPORT YOUR BRANCH - GET INVOLVED

The date of the next Branch meeting is
August 12

  4 Aug Lunch at the Angel
  8 Aug Newmarket Race Day
15 Aug RNA Coffee Morning Harborough Theatre
11 Sep ATC Annual Charity Ball (see page 1)
16 Oct October Branch Meeting REVISED DATE
17 Oct Coffee Morning Harborough Theatre
21 Nov Remembrance Concert
 8 Dec  December Branch Meeting REVISED DATE

The Social & Fund-Raising Team Reports

Market Harborough Branch

The
Royal

British
Legion
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See page two.

RNA Coffee Morning
Saturday 15th August.  9 - 12 at the Theatre

Great Tombola, Cake Stall, Books, Bric a brac.
Proceeds to Help for Heroes and Naval Charities.
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The photographs on pages 8 and 9,
clockwise from the top left:
• Pipe Major Graham Pryor played a
Lament.
• Youngest and Oldest ? Army Cadet
Luke Coleman and Bernard Halsall
MC with the Roll Call Book.
• Mark Hudson presented a certificate
to RAF Sgt Chris Parker.
• Parade Marshall, Dave Harrald, of
the Army Cadet Force.
• The Lessons were read by Chairmen
Mike Middleton, Royal Naval
Association, and Geoff Moth, Royal Air
Forces Association.
• The ATC Band prepare outside the
Edinburgh Woollen Mill shop where
several young cadets were later kindly
invited to shelter after suffering from
the effects of the heat.
• St John Ambulance Officers, Clara
Taylor, Sue Clare and Rita Kullenberg-
Brown, with a group of cadets.

Members at the July Branch meeting were fascinat-
ed by a talk given by Lt Andrew Marriott, Com-

manding Officer of the Harborough unit of the Army
Cadet Force.  Andrew led a party of Cadets on an
exciting excursion to the Everest Base Camp, the cost
of which was covered by fund-raising activities and, of
course, supportive parents.
 Acclimatisation and the somewhat primitive condi-
tions encountered were graphically described by
Andrew.  He also spoke of the poor lifestyle of the
people of Nepal, one of the world’s most impover-
ished nations.
 After the talk, Members were able to see a selec-
tion of photographs of the trip.

This popular and most enjoyable event has been
brought forward to Friday 11th September.  It

will be held at the Rugby Club and tickets are £17.50
each, to include a sumptuous buffet.  As always, there
will be a raffle and an auction.  The event will raise
money for cancer charities in memory of the two
cadets from the Squadron who sadly died from the
disease.
 Your support is earnestly requested as, if not
enough tickets are sold, the event will have to be
cancelled.  Please book your tickets without delay by
telephoning John Standish on 0116 240 4170.

The Secretary called for volunteers to join a Commit-
tee to raise funds to send out comforts to the dog
handling unit in Afghanistan.  Further details will follow.

Remembering the Army Dogs
serving in Afghanistan
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Drumhead
Service

Market Harborough
Sunday  28 June

All photographs taken by Tom Ashmore
during the service held on The Square.

Pages 6 and 7:
(Above) The Roll Call Book of Honour is presented
by the Very Rev John Morley to Harborough District

Council Chairman, Cllr Jan Tooley.
(Below) On parade. Flt Lt Valerie Smith, Command-
ing Officer, and Fl Lt John Standish, Air Training

Corps; 2nd Lt Andrew Marriott, Army Cadet Force;
Cllr Tooley; Police Inspector Neal Holland, and

 George Fleming, Branch Standard Bearer.
(Left) The four standard bearers in attendance.

It was decided at the July Committee
Meeting that the current situation in

regard to the lack of a Treasurer being
appointed cannot continue.  (This position
should have been filled at the AGM in
November and this was despite the
advanced notice that the prior Treasurer
was unable to carry on in post.)
 At the July Meeting those present were
informed that if we do not find a Treasurer
within the next 28 days we would have no
option but to formally inform the County
Headquarters that the Market Harborough
Branch of the RBL was no longer viable and
that we would be looking to close it down.
 So, it is up to you!. If you, or if you know
of someone who can do the job and is
willing to do so. You or they need to be at
the next Committee Meeting.  If more
information is required, please contact the
Chairman or any Committee member.
 The County Headquarters conducts
regular training sessions and they are
always available to give assistance, as are
the past Treasurers.

Mark Hudson



Today we have come together in Market Harbor-
ough, many miles from the dangers of Afghanistan

and Iraq and the other theatres of war and operations
in which our armed forces are and have been engaged,
to remember and to give thanks for the men and
women who, regardless of their own personal safety
and well-being, venture out in to harm’s way for us.

As we stand here on this warm June Sunday there
are, many miles from here, young men and women,
some who only a few months ago were still at school
or college, patrolling in Helmand Province, coming
under fire and in range of roadside explosive  devices.

We know that far too many of these brave people
have lost their lives or been badly injured on our
behalf but we also know that their professionalism,
their bravery and their dedication to the work they do
means that they will carry out their duty in the face of
great danger, in all weathers and in all conditions.

For those of you who have served in the armed
forces, either recently or some years back, it will not
come as a surprise to be told that since 1945, the year
the Second World War ended, there has been only
one year, just one, in which our armed forces have not
suffered fatalities on active service.  In each of the 64
years from 1945 until 2009 personnel from the Royal
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Navy, the Royal Marines, the army and Royal Air
Force have laid down their lives for us.

Of course we remember the Berlin airlift and the
campaigns in Korea, Malaya, Cyprus, Borneo, the
Falklands, Northern Ireland, the two Gulf wars, Yugo-
slavia, Sierra Leone and Afghanistan because they
attracted and attract headlines and news reports here
back at home, but we should never forget the count-
less other tasks that our armed forces have carried
out and continue to carry out.   Some we will never
know about but some we do.

Humanitarian relief work in Africa, bringing food
and fresh water supplies to desperate peoples whose
lives have been destroyed by natural disaster, building
schools and hospitals, assisting in the war against drugs
in the Caribbean and Afghanistan, training other coun-
tries’ armed forces and, by their daily work, setting an
example to other countries whose armed forces have
been no respecters of democracy and accountability
to the elected parliaments and governments.

At the battle of El Alamein in October 1942 Mont-
gomery commanded an army of over 200,000 troops.
Today our entire armed forces do not number that
many.  But I believe I can say without fear of contra-
diction that the soldiers and sailors of both sexes and
the airmen and women serving in today’ armed forces
are every bit as brave, every bit as professional, every
bit as proud to serve their Queen and country as their
military forbears in the 20th century and in the years
before that.  Today we give them thanks and we salute
them for all that they do and will continue to do for
us, every hour and day of the year in every corner of
the earth.   We are proud of them and they should
know that we are; we are grateful to them and they
should know that we are; and they should be proud of
themselves for all that they do for their country.

John A W Dilks
26 June 1920 - 19 May 2009

Whether or not he was spurred on by a some-
what disparaging parting comment by his

headmaster at Oakham School, John Dilks, who has
died aged 88, went on to enjoy a successful career in
the hosiery trade.  Apparently the headmaster’s
words were, “Dilks, you have done as much work in
this school as a pickpocket in a nudist colony.”  On
leaving, John joined S D Stretton in Leicester as an
office junior and rose to be Managing Director.
 With the approach of war John served in the
Territorial Army with fellow rugby playing friends and

they stayed together until they were commissioned.
John trained at Otterburn
with the Royal Artillery Unit
of the Northumberland
Hussars and later served in
Holland as a Lieutenant, then
Captain, with a company of
tanks.  At Arnhem in
December, 1944, he was
wounded in the chest by a
splinter bomb and was sent
home.
 John married Peggy in
1944 and they moved to
Thurnby.  It was here that three children, Barbara,
Katherine and John, were born.  The family continued

to grow with seven grandchildren and one great
grandchild.
 Always a keen sportsman, John played for
Westleigh Rugby Club and cricket for Leicester
Wanderers.  From the 1960s, after moving to West
Langton, he joined Langton Cricket Club as a player
and then umpire.  He gained some notoriety in the
latter role from his personal seating arrangements.
To quote the Harborough Mail, “the batsman struck a
full toss to square leg, where the umpire was seated
on his three-legged shooting stick.  He had to take
rapid avoiding action and, much to everyone’s
amusement, the umpire and shooting stick ended up
in a heap in the outfield.”
  Indeed, in the words of comedian Max Miller,
“There’ll never be another”.


