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Roast Pork

Fresh Summer Salad of
Salmon

Smoked Haddock

JJJ
Hot Caramelised Apple

Tart
Fresh Fruit Salad

Profiteroles
in Rich Chocolate Sauce

Join us and enjoy good food in congenial company.

Reserve your
place now with
Wendy Osborne

on 01858 467636

Tuesday
July 7

SUPPORT YOUR BRANCH - GET INVOLVED

The date of the next Branch meeting is
July 8

27 Jun Armed Forces Day
28 Jun Drumhead Service, Mkt Harborough  (See page 1)
  7 July Angel Lunch
  8 July Branch Meeting - Speaker and Buffet
12 July Poppy Walk, London
  8 Aug Newmarket Race Day
16 Oct October Branch Meeting REVISED DATE
17 Oct Coffee Morning Harborough Theatre
 8 Dec  December Branch Meeting REVISED DATE

The Social & Fund-Raising Team Reports

The Branch Wreath



I hope you all got a chance to take
part in the D-Day 65th anniversary

commemorations last month.
 While the great and good travelled
to Normandy for a service of Remem-
brance in Bayeux Cathedral (attended
by Prince Charles and the Prime
Minister, no less), I was working on
the Legion information stand at the
party in Portsmouth (with our newest
Legion volunteer, my mum, in tow).
We were delighted that the weather
held off and we had an excellent turn-
out – we estimate around 15,000
people congregated on the common
next to Southsea beach, where the

troops departed for Normandy in 1944.
 The day started with a parade along the seafront to
the D-Day stone and a family bike ride – then the party
really started, with 40s bands and Lindy hoppers and
picnicking families.   The highlight was a poppy drop
from an RAF Hercules (slightly too soon but the
thousands of children collecting up the petals didn’t
seem to mind) and the fantastic Red Devils parachute
display team.  It was a blowy day and touch and go as to
whether they’d be able to do the jump – in fact, we had
many ex-Paras coming up to the stand saying ‘they
won’t be able to do it in this’.  But they went ahead and
performed a spectacular jump, unveiling a Union flag
and dropping poppies on the way down.
 It was the perfect end to an excellent day – even if
mum and I didn’t get time to eat much of our picnic!

Kay Callaghan
Head of Internal Communications
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The plans for the Drumhead Service had appeared
in the Harborough Mail along with a form for the

use of ex-service readers wishing to be included in the
Roll Call Book of Honour.  Members attending are
asked to assemble at 11.30 am to be in position for
the arrival of guests, to include Edward Garnier MP,
at 12.15 and the Service at 12.30.  Dave Harrald will
be the Parade Marshall.
 Twenty tickets each for the Buffet at The Angel
following the Service had been allocated to the RBL,
the RNA and the RAFA, with the remainder for
official guests.
 The Lord Lieutenant invites members to attend a
Service of Commemoration and Thanksgiving to mark
Armed Forces Day on Saturday 27th June at St Mary
de Castro Church, Leicester.  Members wishing to
attend should inform the Secretary

If you reside in the Harborough District and served in
the Armed Forces, including National Service, you can
be entered in the Book.
If you have not already done so, please complete
the form (print) and send to George Seward,
18 Charles Street, Market Harborough LE16 9AB.

Surname.....................................................Initials..................

Rank.............Period of Service:  From.............to................

Service (Tick): Royal Navy............Royal Marines.............

Merchant Navy......................Royal Air Force....................

Other.......................................................................................

Army Regt/Corps..................................................................

Decorations (e.g. M C, D F M)............................................

words, he fired a second shot, this time wounding Wil-
liam in his arm.  William was taken across the road to a
public house called The Plough, and a surgeon, Mr.
Birdsall, (who lived at Syston) was sent for. However,
William died from his wounds three days later, the day
after his son, also called William, was baptised.

John Bishop Allen was arrested and committed to the
County Gaol in Highcross Street, Leicester. He was tried
at Leicester Assizes on Friday April 11th, 1823, where he
was found “Guilty of murder, being in a state of insanity
at the time of committing it” and was sent back to gaol
to await sentencing.

He died on 15th October 1827 and was buried at
Thurmaston. Friends of John Bishop Allen erected a
gravestone (which can be seen on the left just as you
enter through the gates of St. Michael’s Church) to the
memory of the unfortunate soldier which bears the
inscription:

William Lane
Drummer in 39th Regiment of Foot

met an unfortunate death in the village
28th November 1822, aged 25 years.

He bore the character of an inoffensive man,
an excellent soldier, an affectionate husband,

and a faithful comrade.

The 39th (Dorsetshire) Regiment of Foot was an infantry regi-
ment of the British Army, formed in 1719 and amalgamated into
The Dorsetshire Regiment in 1881.

The regiment was raised by Colonel Richard Coote in Ireland in
August 1702. This was in fact a reforming of Richard Coote's
Regiment of Foot, which he had inherited in 1692 from Viscount
Lisburne's Regiment of Foot which was originally formed in 1689.

In 1751, they were numbered the 39th Regiment of Foot, and
in 1782 took a county title as the 39th (East Middlesex) Regiment
of Foot. In 1794 the regiment was captured, and reformed in Ireland
the following year, absorbing the short-lived 104th Regiment of Foot
(Royal Manchester Volunteers).

In 1805 a number of regiments had their territorial affiliations
shuffled, with the East Middlesex title passing to the 77th Foot and
the 39th taking the Dorsetshire title previously held by the 35th
(Sussex) Regiment of Foot to become the 39th (Dorsetshire)
Regiment of Foot. From Wikipedia
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•  I was in the jungle and there was this
monkey with a tin opener.   I said, "You don't
need a tin opener to peel a banana."
He said, "No, this is for the custard."

•  I went to buy a watch and the man in the
shop said "Analogue." I said "No, just a watch."
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Les Sewell, who has died aged 88, and his late wife,
Janet, will be remembered as unfailingly cheerful,

stalwart members of the Branch.
 Born in Uppingham, Les met Janet when she came
to work at the School.  Service in the Royal Navy on
HMS Newcastle, when he saw
a great deal of the world, de-
layed the wedding until 1945.
 Les began his career with
British Rail as a Signalman and
the couple moved to Market
Harborough in the mid-1950s
with their daughters, Pauline
and Hilary.
 A keen, very knowledgeable
gardener since childhood, Les
even made his own composts and pesticides.  The
freezer was always full and friends and neighbours
would benefit in times of plenty.
 Bowls was a favourite pastime and Les ran compe-
titions raising hundreds of pounds for the Cottage
Hospital.  As well as the RBL, he was a member of the
Oddfellows and the Railway Association.  His final
years were spent in The Gables, where he received
excellent care.

This story by Dawn Kirkwood appeared in
the Thurmaston Times and was passed on

by Tom Jeacock.

The statue was unveiled by the
Mayor of Charnwood.

My grandmother. Ivy Wheatley, originally told me the
story of the drummer boy when I was a little girl.

When I married and had children of my own I told them
the story but then I began to wonder why the drummer
was in the village - did he live here? If not, where did he
come from? Who was his murderer and what happened
to him? I decided to find out.

William Lane was baptised at the parish church of
Waltham On The Wolds on 30th August 1797; the
eldest of seven known children of John and Hannah Lane.

On 23rd May 1813, aged 15, William enlisted as a boy
recruit in the 39th Regiment of Foot (Dorset), and joined
the battalion in Weymouth. He was promoted to
Drummer on 24th July 1815 and, in April the following
year, joined the 1st battalion in France where they
formed part of the Army of Occupation after the end of
the Napoleonic Wars. In December 1818 the regiment
was posted to Ireland where, as well as attempting to
keep the peace, they provided protection for the excise
men as they tracked down illicit stills.

William finally returned to England in September
1821 on recruitment duty and was stationed in Leicester,
where he met and married Mary Warren at St Margaret’s
Church on 13th July 1822.

On the fateful day of Monday 28th November 1822,
William Lane had been recruiting at the Twyford
Statutes and, leaving his comrades in Syston, was on his
way back to his wife in Leicester who had recently given
birth to a son.

With his drum slung across his back, William reached
Thurmaston village where he met three local young men
outside the home of John Bishop Allen.

He stopped to talk to them and one of the lads began
to tap on his drum, whereupon Allen appeared at an
upstairs window with a gun in his hand and said “You
chaps be off or else I’ll fire”.

William replied, saying ‘I am on my march, on His
Majesty’s duty, and I hope you won’t shoot me; I hope
you are only joking.”

Unfortunately unknown to William, Allen had been
tormented and kept awake over several nights by the
three lads, and was in no mood for joking; he raised his
gun and fired, severely wounding William in the lower
part of his stomach. After another brief exchange of

John Liddell, who has been closely involved with the
project, announced the creation of a Harborough

Town Walk commemorating the connections of the
townsfolk with the Battle of Naseby in 1645.
 As a tourist attraction, six specially designed dis-
play boards promoting the historical event are to be
placed around the town.
 Members are welcome to witness an unveiling
ceremony of the board by St Dionysius Church on the
27th June.

Remembering the Battle
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A coach party, on a trip organised
by the Leicester Normandy

Veterans’ Association, attended the
commemoration marking the

sixty-fifth anniversary of D-Day.
 Armed with his camera, Branch

Chairman, Mark Hudson, joined the party and
took a few snapshots (only about 400!), and

here is a small selection.

Juno Beach at the break-out point.

The Royal Canadian Navy Memorial.The ATS ‘Chorus Line’ with the Vets’ Standard Bearer.

Left: Prince Charles laying his wreath at the Bayeux War Cemetery.
Right: Mark guarding the new memorial to ‘Monty’ at Colleville-
     Mongomery, near where British troops landed on Sword Beach.
Below: Branch wreath   and many others at Bayeaux War Cemetery.

ò

ò


