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Roy Prentice receives the last copy from Eunice 
Lister, who used to print our newsletters 

Hanson Cement 
We owe an immense debt to Hanson Cement who over the years, 
have given us invaluable, practical support. It is debateable 
whether our Branch could have grown the way it has in the past 
ten years without the newsletter which they printed for us. This 
newsletter has been the lifeblood of the Branch, informing 
members of Branch events, developments in the Legion as a 
whole, changes which affect the serving and ex-services 
communities, and the development of our close relationship with 
our friends at RAF Wittering and St George’s Barracks. It has 
also been a powerful tool in recruiting new members and in 
broadcasting our activities to the local community. 
Hanson Cement gave us this tool without any cost to us, apart 
from the occasional supply of biscuits to the ladies who did the 
actual printing. We have therefore invited them to join us at our 
General Meeting at Cummins Club on 19 March when we plan to 
express our thanks to them with the presentation of a Branch 
Certificate of Appreciation. It would be good if more than the 
usual members could join us to reinforce that message. 
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Newsletter – March 2013 
… and as I was saying when I was interrupted … The newsletter is back, risen like 
the phoenix from the ashes of  claims that no one reads it, that a single-side of 
simple Branch notices is better, that it has no role to play in Branch affairs, and 
that  no one would think it worth £2 a year.  

Some forty members debated all this at a full, minuted Branch General Meeting on 
19 February – whether to discontinue it altogether, whether to change to the 
simple sheet of Branch notices (as issued in February), or to continue with this 
format, bearing in mind that there would be cost to the Branch and its members. 

The problem arose when Hanson Cement, Ketton, reluctantly told us that they 
could no longer print our newsletter. They had done so for over 20 years but the current economic climate has forced them to 
discontinue their kindness to us. We made enquiries and received a quotation of £42 to print the 90 copies we need each 
month, an annual cost of £504. The Branch does not have a reliable income to fund such a cost on a regular basis so we 
would have to pass it on to the members - £2 for each member each year, or 17p a month.  

In the debate, I made the point that, while most of us can now receive the newsletter by e-mail, some cannot and that a printed 
newsletter is therefore the only practical way still to let all our members know what is going on. I also stated that the simple 
sheet of Branch notices has no room for other items of interest to members, eg the articles this month on the medal-mounting 
service and the rebadging of the BBMF Lancaster. In February I was unable to report on the County Conference or publish 
obituaries of Peter Scriven and John Binder. It is unlikely that there would have been room in a sheet of Branch notices for 
this report on our meeting! 

We then voted on four motions. The members voted unanimously to continue a newsletter in some form. They then voted 
overwhelmingly to retain the newsletter in this form, as opposed to the simple sheet of Branch notices. And finally, they also 
voted by a large majority to an increase if necessary of £2 in the annual membership fee, wef 1 October 2013. Suggestions 
that only those who receive printed copies should bear the full costs received no support. The Branch will carry the printing 
cost from now until October. 

It may still be possible to reduce this amount, or even 
to avoid it altogether: 
   -  Could those members who have e-mail access and 
still receive a paper copy, especially those who receive 
it by post, let me know? If we can send it to them 
electronically, it means we can save printing and 
postage costs; 
  -  Could some members let me know if they would 
print four or five copies for their immediate neighbours 
who do not have e-mail access; 
  -  Could members look around for opportunities for 
sponsorship or advertising; 
  -  Could members also look around for some kind 
sponsor to take on the role of Hanson Cement to print 
our newsletter. 

We do not want to increase our annual subs unless it is 
absolutely unavoidable. Let us try and get the print run 
right down to the point where we can handle it among 
ourselves or find a sponsor willing to take it on. 
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In brief… 
 

  Future Meetings 
Our March Meeting will be on Tuesday, 
19 March and will be in the Cummins 
Club – the last one before they close 
down.  
Our April Meeting will be the St 
George’s Sausage & Mash on Tuesday, 
23 April at Ketton Sports Club. 
Our May Meeting will be on 
Wednesday, 15 May in the Danish 
Invader, and future meetings will 
continue there on the third Wednesday of 
each month. 

  Branch Coach Outings 
We are now getting enough expressions 
of interest to fill our minibus. So, when 
the weather warms up a bit, let us hope 
we can get started. 
We have a temporary problem with the 
proposed trip to RAF Scampton – the 
Red Arrows have moved out while their 
runway is being resurfaced. When the 
contractors have finished there, perhaps 
they can start in Stamford! 

 Trip to Arnhem 
No one has responded to the suggestion 
chips and mayo in Arnhem. 

  Parade Marshal 
Keith Mellowes has very kindly agreed 
to take on the role of Branch Parade 
Marshal. He will also coordinate the 
deployment of our Standard Bearers. 

 Poppy Appeal Organiser 
Sadly, no one has come forward to 
organise our Poppy Appeal later this year 

  Branch Minibus 
Shaun Arthur has taken over the 
bookings and administration of the 
Branch minibus. Please ring him on 
752625 if you want to hire it. We would 
like to extend our thanks to John and 
Beryl Ingham who have looked after the 
minibus until now. 

 Lifts to Hospital 
Members may recall that January’s 
newsletter appealed for volunteers to 
come forward to offer to take to 
Peterborough hospital colleagues who do 
not have their own transport. 
 

 

 
 
Branch Calendar 
How would you like to see your selves on a calendar? Beryl & John Ingham are 
considering making a calendar for next year; they will need at least 50 
volunteers to do this. 

The idea is to take photos of you as you are now, posing on military vehicles or 
equipment at either Wittering Luffenham or Cottesmore, if we could get 
permission. 

We would then need a photo of you when you were serving. These would then 
be arranged round the main picture, together with your rank, unit and date of 
service. We would need about 4 or 5 per photos x 12 so we need at least 50 to 

make it work. The 
picture above shows 
March 2012 from a 
charity calendar in 
Canada organised by a 
relative of Beryl & John. 
Their branch makes one 
every year and is a good 
earner for funds. Any 
one interested?  So, look 
out those old photos and 
give Beryl & John a ring 
(755207) for more 
information. 

 
Military Intelligence Museum 
I am sure that all those of you who are fascinated by my military career will be 
thrilled to learn that a website has just been opened for the Military Intelligence 
Museum.  The web address is:- http://www.militaryintelligencemuseum.org/  so 
please pop along and have a look at it. 

The aim of the website is to complement  and supplement the displays, eg both 
Sigint and Image Analysis (formerly Photographic Interpretation).in the real 
Museum at Corps headquarters. Further ahead, they aim to put on-line the full 
texts of the two displays in the Museum: “In the Name of the Rose” and 
“Honours & Awards” as well as the BRIXMIS interactive display. 

Future plans include two on-line shops: a bookshop specialising in the core 
business of intelligence and security and one selling the articles presently 
available from the Museum Shop.  
 

Congratulations 
Congratulations are due to Jayne 
Arscott, our member who served with 
distinction in Afghanistan last year 
and was one of our panelists for our 
Any Questions in January. She has, 
quite deservedly, just been promoted 
to Squadron Leader (not just for 
serving on our Any Questions panel) . 
Well done, Jayne. We are very proud 
of you. 
 

 
Branch Visit 
Depending on numbers, Barnack Branch are planning a visit to the Harrier 
Heritage Centre, RAF Wittering on  Wednesday, 17 April. 
Enquiries to Max Sawyer  - 01780 765507 and  audsaw@aol.com.

http://www.militaryintelligencemuseum.org/
mailto:audsaw@aol.com
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Williamson Clift War Memorial 
Some of us will recall the War Memorial which used to stand in the offices of 
Williamson Clift brick works in Little Casterton Road. This was a tribute to 
employees of the company, both to those who gave their lives during WWII and also 
to those who served in the Armed Forces. Unfortunately this memorial was 
destroyed in 2003 when the brick works site was bulldozed and cleared.  
Fortunately a couple, Barbara and Don Parker, who both have uncles named on the 
memorial, managed to salvage the bricks of the memorial and piece it all back 
together again. The bricks have now been re-erected on a special surround base just 
inside the main gate into the town cemetery. This work was coordinated by Cllr Max 
Sawyer and Stamford Town Council and students from New College Stamford built 
the actual surround. 
The Town Council plan to hold a rededication ceremony shortly and is asking the 
families of those listed if they would like to attend. If anyone would like an 
invitation, would they please contact Max Sawyer on 01780 765507 or at 
audsaw@aol.com.  
  
Arctic Star/Bomber Command Clasp 
We have received application forms for the two new campaign awards above. The 
eligibility criteria are: 
Arctic Star – operational service of any length north of the Arctic Circle (66º, 32’ N) between 3 Sept 1939 and 8 May 1945 
inclusive. 

* Navy and Merchant Navy – Naval and Merchant Navy service anywhere at sea north of the Arctic Circle to include, but not 
limited exclusively to, those ships participating in, and in support of, Convoys to North Russia.  Fleet Air Arm Personnel, not 
qualified by sea service may qualify under the conditions applying to the Royal Air Force.  

* Air Force – Aircrew of the Royal Air Force will be eligible if they landed north of the Arctic Circle or served in the air over 
this area.  Non aircrew on operational service in the area, for example ground crew or those sailing with CAM ships (Catapult 
Aircraft Merchant Ships), are also eligible.  

* Army – Army personnel serving in His Majesty’s ships or in defensively equipped Merchant ships qualify under the rules 
applying to the Navy or Merchant Navy.  In addition, personnel taking part in land operations north of the Arctic Circle will 
also be eligible.  

* Civilians serving with the Forces – Members of the few approved categories of civilians who qualify for Campaign Stars 
will be eligible if, in support of military operations, they meet any of the above qualifying criteria.  

* Foreign nationals commissioned or enlisted into British or, the then, Dominion Forces (e.g. Royal Canadian Navy, Royal 
Australian Navy) are eligible provided the individuals did not receive a similar award from their own Government.  

* General – Eligibility to the Arctic Star has no effect upon eligibility for World War Two recognition previously awarded 
and does not suggest automatic eligibility for any further awards.     

Bomber Command Clasp to the 1939-45 Star - aircrew of Bomber Command who served for at least sixty days, or 
completed a tour of operations, on a Bomber Command operational unit and flew at least one operational sortie on a Bomber 
Command operational unit from the 3 Sept 1939 to 8 May 1945 inclusive.  The award of the Clasp is to be denoted by a silver 
rose Emblem when the ribbon alone is worn.  

Eligibility is extended to those members of Bomber Command aircrew who did not meet the qualifying criteria due to service 
being brought to an end by death, wounds or other disability due to service, service marked by a gallantry award or taken as a 
prisoner of war.  

Foreign nationals commissioned or enlisted into British or, the then, Dominion Air Forces (e.g. Royal Canadian Air Force or 
Royal Australian Air Force) are eligible provided the individuals did not receive a similar award from their own Government.  

Eligibility to the Bomber Command Clasp has no effect upon eligibility for World War Two recognition previously awarded 
and does not suggest automatic eligibility for any further awards.      

If you are eligible, or know someone who is, I have the application forms. 

Poppy Appeal Band Concert 
Stibbington Branch will stage their annual Poppy Appeal Band Concert again this year at Sacrewell Farm. It will take place at 
7.30pm on Saturday, 15 June and feature the City of Peterborough Band and Hereward Harmony Singers. Tickets cost £12 
from Branch Secretary, Sue Arnold on 782200. A glass of wine and buffet supper is included. All proceeds go the Poppy 
Appeal. 
This is always a really excellent concert, which takes place in the big, tin barn at Sacrewell, so you always get four bands for 
the price of one ! It is great fun! We are considering going as a party in the minibus; please let me know if you wish to join 
us. 

mailto:audsaw@aol.com


 

Safeguarding the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or who have served in H. M. Armed Forces 
Registered Charity No: 219279 

4 

 

 
The BBMF Lancaster sporting new nose art featuring 
'Thumper' from the 1942 Walt Disney film 'Bambi' 
holding a foaming pint of beer 
 

 boy went to war in 1914 and left his bike chained to a 
tree. He never came home, and his family left the bike by 
the tree in his memory. This is the tree today. 

Sausage & Mash Happening 
We have booked our annual Sausage & Mash 
Happening at Ketton Sports Club. It will take 
place, as always, on 23 April to celebrate St 
George, the Patron Saint of sausage & mash. 
Kick off will be 12.00 for 12.30pm and the 
ticket price, £9.00, will include sausage & 
mash (of course), lurid mushy peas, and apple 
pie or trifle, coffee and mints etc. 
There is a ceiling of 70 places, so early 
booking with Pat Savory (755208) is advised. 
Pay at the door. 

Dam Buster Memories  
The Heritage Trust of Lincolnshire and BBC Radio Lincolnshire are putting together a project to record Lincolnshire people's 
memories of the Dams Raid in 1943.  If any RBL members or their friends and family have any contemporary memories of 
the raid (radio announcements, school celebrations, parents' reactions etc) and would like to share them with those of us who 
are too young to remember, could they contact Michal Hortin by post at BBC Radio Lincolnshire, Newport, Lincoln, LN3XY 
or by e-mail at michael.hortin@bbc.co.uk , giving their name, address or telephone number and a very quick summary of 
their memory.  Arrangements will then be made, all being well, for someone to contact them and to record their memory. 

Memorial Flight Lancaster Gets New Identity  
The RAF Battle of Britain Memorial Flight’s Lancaster has taken on a new 
'identity', that of 617 Squadron Lancaster B1 DV385, 'Thumper Mk III'.  
DV385 was one of the brand new standard Lancasters issued to 617 Squadron 
as replacements after the Dams Raid over Germany in 1943. The plane flew a 
total of 50 operations, of which 37 were successful (bombs dropped). 35 
operations are shown on the 'bomb log' under the cockpit of the 'new' DV385 
in the form of a wartime photograph. The bomb symbols include one with a 
'D' for Operation Taxable, the 'spoof' D-Day chaff mission on 5/6 June 1944, 
and one with a swastika denoting a kill against a German fighter.  
The original Thumper Mk III dropped a total of 15 Tallboy bombs and also 

dropped five 12,000-pound 
(5,400kg) HC blast bombs. 
It was involved in many 
important missions, including the first Tallboy raid against the Saumur 
railway tunnel in the Loire valley on 8 June 1944 and many raids against 'V' 
weapon sites.  
Between February and August 1944, the aircraft was mostly flown by then 
FO (later Flt/Lt) Bob Knights DSO DFC and his crew (they flew 28 ops in 
Thumper, of which 23 were successful). W/Cdr John Bell DFC was the 
bomb-aimer on FO Knights' crew with 619 Squadron and then with 617 
Squadron and flew with FO Knights on the 29 missions he completed in 
Lancaster DV385.  
There will be an official event when John Bell will come and see the 'new' 
DV385 bearing the same colour scheme as the original. 

Medal Mounting Service 
Tim Pidoux, currently serving at RAF Wittering, provides a medal court 
mounting service to personnel at the unit as well as the wider Service and 
local Police Forces and Ambulance Service. He does this both as a hobby 
and, while he is still serving, to raise funds for charities that support the 
military. He has so far donated £5000. 
He charges £4.00 per medal (full and miniature), and can supply medal 
ribbons for all current medals being issued as well as a comprehensive range 
of WWI and WWII ribbons.  He can also supply all current miniature 
medals as well as a large number of WWI and WWII medals. Turn around 
time is usually 7 days, although that stretches to about 4 weeks at 
Remembrance time. Full size medals, if posted, should be sent by recorded 
delivery to 10 Ward Close, Bury, Huntingdon, PE26 2QS; Tim always 
returns them that way.  He also always quotes the final cost before his 
customers commit.  He prefers cash payment but cheques, if using the post, 
should be made payable to T PIDOUX.   

For further information please contact Tim at tfpcourtmounting.worldpress.com which also has a website link. 
 
COMING EVENTS  
Wed,  17 April, Barnack Branch visit to Harrier Heritage Centre 
Tues,  23 April  St George’s Sausage & Mash, Ketton 
Satt,   15 June    Poppy Appeal Band Concert, Sacrewell 
27 – 29 July       Festival of the Forties, Peterborough 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Tuesday, 12 March, Clare Close Community Room           

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL                  
2000 hrs, Tuesday, 19 March, Cummins Club           

 Steve Bonde, Editor 

Branch Stall 
Congratulation too to everyone who contributed 
to our market stall on 22 February – both those 
who gave items of such good quality to sell, and 
those who helped to erect,  man and dismantle 
the stall during the day. We raised a terrific 
£221 on the day which, I think, is the highest 
which we have raised on any market stall during 
at least the last ten years. Well done, everyone. 
Pat & Brian want us to do it all again in August. 
At least it should be a bit warmer! 
 

mailto:michael.hortin@bbc.co.uk

