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The Editor Writeo )

I news  medin highlights the
“wwlul behaviour”™ of youngsters,
leading in one case o the banning o
certamn “threatening' items of clothing
i a shoppiong centre. How releshing,
then, it ds 1o read in this newsletter
Cwhich, incidenially, much prefors o
report pood news) of the initiative of the local A
Framing Corps cadets. The item on page 2 gives der

of a jomt event with our affiliated friends in v,
Squaddron, which is wimed w bringing together young
and old to celebrate the diih anniversary of VY Dy

The important thing to bear in mind, however, is that the
proposed indoor street party is not something the oldics
have deeamed up to encourage the youngsiers, On the
contrary, the idea comes from the cadets, who have
imvited s to participate. 1t is to be hoped that the oldies
will respond to this expression by the eadets of the value
they put on the associntion of our two bodies. So, don’t
delay, show your appreciniion and order tickets now!

Stand and be Recognised - By JKL
he sttt s Jonely sandy beach on the north-
cast Nortidk coust near Happisburgh, A groap of
young men are stying inoa fanmhouse and the only
access to the beach is across a meadow and down a
Indder propped agminst the crumbling chift,

They decide on an early morming swim and thair
clothing 15 a towel ound the waist,  Leaving tl'.,
towels on the beach, they enter the sea. O coming oul
of the water, and before reaching their towels, they
realise that two young ladies, who happen to be walk-
inie alomge the beach, are leokmg at them,

AL speed the men graby their towels and leaye the
beach, At the top of the ¢hitl, those men with their
towels round thewr waists wanted o know why the
eldiest hud Tas towel round his head. s response was
thint winle he could not speak for them, as far as he was

concermed locally he would be recopmised by his face,

Papee |

there was until the crane went through. When they came
back 1 looked wpr thie T towards Seaton and the starting
signal ad gone!  The jib hid knocked the signal ofl,
Jack Lovesey didntrealise what hod happened = but that
was Jack. We used 1o call him “Mad Juek™  that wis
s mickname.  Decause of this incident 1 had o sty
there for 24 hours,

Another day, another story. S0l ot Wakeley and Bar-
rowden. Twas i the signal Box with wman named Ron
I( o0 reliet sigoalman, Lo the vard we ased o have
sticar beet wagons and Silcocks cattle cake vins i
wagon sheets were pul over some of these wagons, We
had 1o fold these very big sheels,

A train aceclerating pase Little Bowden ségnal box in
1940, Signadman feg Fioes Tooks an
(Phetageapht W Welb poddished jin Midland Line
Momaries " by Befon Roclford)

This particalar day we lad Tolded up about tive sheets,
Ihey lay about 10 yvards apart on the siding alongside
the wagons when the station master came along to take
stock of the wagons in the siding, We watched him
come up the yard and probably becanse he was looking
At the wagons he fell over the Gest sheet. He then yot up
and proceeded o fall over all Gve o tum,  What a
comedy act, Koo said I be doesn®t g back i ihe
oftice soon he's going o break his b ., neck !t
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The Bullilog!

hat station master st Wakeley and Bamowden when |
First went theee was called Mr Harst and Die had o bl
it D s to et there ot halt past seven on carly shill
ton Ligshit the Bee i the oftice. would see to both passen-
ser trains, issue the tickels and see the passengers on and
then he swould areive and sitat the desk and go through
s paperwork,  His bulldog would come with him into
the ofTive and Lay in front of the fire, To draw the fire up
and et i godng we wsed Lo oput o Blower over the front of
the tire but the bulldog Koew ol about 0 and the mimute
vou put your hund on the blower the bulldog used 1w
attach you Getting the fire going was a risky occupation,

Jack Lovesey and Don Fanlkes were standing outside the
signal box one duy waiting Tor the up-locals from Peter-
Borougeh o come thrwieh to change over, when we saw
e station moster coming with the bulldog.  Withouw
more adi Juek and Don ot back on the engine,  (they
shouldn't hiwe heen near the signal box anyway), and
when the station moster wilked round the front of the
cngine Jack opencd the steam taps amd covered the st
o aaster and the bulldog wath steam— well ve never
sech i dog min s fist back home, T0was so funny but of
course there could hive been o senons side toit They
were happy times

il orth Station

Lharing the 19505, one of my postings was the box al
Rabwaorth Station, Henry Sears, George Knott and 1ill
Uhiver (ex RSM i the Army) worked this box and |
remember well arciving there for the first time. 136l
Diriver kept o standing on the door mat because he
didn’t know who | owas, He wouldn't ler me in. The
signal box wos Bike o puloce with polished lino and
everything shining like o new pin,

Nid's rewnimiseences will be coneliudod soon

s

ol R | G
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Wor-k:ug on the Rqﬂwv&_y

The Memﬂru-s ﬂf S:dney Head

More of 5id’s memories of his working

life on the local railways. -

Harboraugh Mo 2

I"ve lalked about Seaton, the station master, the porters
and the guards. 1"ve talked aboul Uppingham, so now
"Il switch back o where [ siared as a boy — Market
Harborough, Harborough No.2 wis a twenty - our hour,
sevendiy week continuous signal box in the Sthirtics, |
can remember the three signalmen who worked the box,
Jack Davy, Walt lohnson and Billy Underwood, There
weere four rosds out of the exchange sidings, ~ou could
get onto the down and up Midland main lines and onio
the Western side as well.  We used to cal that the
exchange and it was where all the wazons were lnaded
andd undoaded, whichever way they were going = down o
Leicester or Peterborough and up to Kettering,  They
carried nearly everything in those days,

I keewe all the sigralmen in Market Harborough Mo, |
box which had two loop lines which used to carry the
coal trains and empty wagons o allow the sassenger
traffic 1o Mow. 1L was a really tip-lop systery. 1t can
never be like that again.

In Markel Harborough vard was the engine shed and
from there they used to ring No3 signal box. 1 was in
the boe one day when they wanted o ship some engines
off 1o the loge from the engine shed and they used to put
them down what we called “the side of the bank™. A lod
af them were hand points to get oul of the engine shed,
but the signalman couldn™t controd anything out of there

Puage 6

and this particular day there were three engines standing
down the side of the bank. Most of the coal trains that used
o go up the Morthampion lime had a banker (another engine)
on the back to assist them up @s for as Lamport, O this day
the banker came down the loop by the signal box at Mo3
onio whiat we called the dead end. Y ou could come of T the
dead end and come down the loop round these engines,
Johmny Lever was the signalman on this dark and foggy day
and when the banker came down to the stops Jlohnny forgo
the engines were standing there and he lot the banker go
down the side. Well there was an almighty bang and clang,
Rov Jackson was standing well down ihe bank because
they d had what we used o call “a rough shumt™. 1 don’t
koo howy Johnny got away with that, 10 was what we used
Lo call a PRMIFLIY  Your paess iy ax oood ax miine - Fd )

Wakeley and Barrowiden

At Wakeley and Barrowden station the local train us o
come deown from Harborough Exchange calling at a. e
stations, and swap over with the locals from Peterborough.
Ui day when | was relieving at Wakeley one of the locals
fromy Market Harborough arvived with Jack Lovesey the
driver and fireman Den Faulkes and they were shumed into
ithe yard, There was o crame in the vard which wasn™
supposed to be shitted unless the jib was down on the top of
the wagon, Well the jib wasn' Land the crane was fetched owl
oo the main line with the wigons which they were going 1o
shunt amd they went up theough the platform.  There was
starting signal at the end of the platform on the up-line, or
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[ The Poppy Appeal ]

Dnuggic Mcheeken has  an-
nounced  his  willingness 1o
resumc the roke of Poppy Appeal Or-
ganiser for the Market Harborough
Districy from June 1st, Mr Mebecken
was confmdent thin the sdvantages
brought by the Partakabin and an im-
proved record system, plus the public-
|Ill(- Aing from the 60th Anniversary Celebrations of VIE
and V) Days, will result in another excellent year.  The
eratitude of the Branch was conveved o Douggie,

Hob England was thanked For all his effons as Organiser
during the correnl. very successful, record-hreaking ap-
peil year, which has alrcady excoeded the todal mised in
the previous twelve months,

60th Anniversary
VEN] Day Celebrations

Air'l'nlining Corpes Cadets of 1084 Squadron are keen
to organise an Anniversary celebration (or yvoung
i old in association with the Branch, Their proposal is
For an incloor street party and Brian Marshall is working
in conjunction with the Squadron.  Areangements have
been made to hold the eveni in the Conservalive Clukb,
M.ulxﬂl Harborough, from Tpm on Friday, &th July,
N{ pic music will add 1o the period smoesphere and
games will be organised,

It will be possible to accommaodate 120 poople, seaed, in
tvpical street party sivle, of course, on benches al trestle
tables. Twckels, costing L2500 each, would be allocated
equally between the Squadron and the Branch. Brian is
certain the evening will be o success and, if you would
like to support the enterprise of fhe Cadets and share in
the enjoyment, he urges you o apply Tor your tickets as
soon as possible. They are obdainable from Brian on
N8558 462668 or Mark Hudson on 01858 434436,
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Ken West remembers how he spent VE Day.

Bout poweek atter takimg part inthe Gghiting to liberate

Arnhem, was summoncd o report 1o the Commanid-
ing Otlicer,  Surely not a medal i recognition of my
modest contoibuton! Charmaval with Gve others, the Colo-
nel informed us that we had been granted Home Leave -
more welcome than any medal,

e explomed thiat there was a truee in place 1o allow the
RAF 1o drop food supplics 1o the starving people 1= * m-
sterdiam and Rotterdam, Hopetully, the truce woule  n-
tinue until the war ended, which he thought was nigh
Should the war end whilst we were on Teave, he asked us (o
mot everstiay our leave, but to retum 1o allow others the
privilege of Home Leave,

Sure enough, hall wiy through my leave the BBC an-
nomnced e Germans lad surrendered and that on Sth May
145 we would celebrate the victory i Furope - VE DAY,
All home based service personnel would pet two days
speciol beave bt those on leave trom overseas would report
us per pass! Dypleal, those with cushy home postings
would gt two davs whilst those who had been fighting
worthd get nothing. 1 checked my pass, it read *Repont to
Victoria Station, London at 2359 lirs Bth May 1945

O the morning of VE Day, 1 eyeled with my wile to say
ey Tarewells ooy parents and Samily, and found everyone
bursily preparing for o steeet party, The rest of the moming
was spent helping o crect tabiles and benches in the g e
of the road, before retuming home to pack my lo
ensure that | kept my promise to the Colonel, my wite mude
sure that [ caught the 6 o'clock train from London Rowd
station, After a most miserahle jourmey we arrived at Vie-
torin Station where nommally every pass and paybook was
scrutinised most meticulonsty by the *Red Caps', this time
it was "straipht through luds" without o single check. They
just wanted rid of us,

As the train passed through London, the whole of the
capital seemed to be on fire. Great Bontives bumed at every
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Look Back
on

World Wasr
Two

steeet corner where coowds of people danced and sing,
'n( b o checring us as we passed, jost o bret hadt houy
ol celebration on o misermble joumey, A Dover, the usu-
ally alicions RTOS were missing and we were on (o the
lerry an double quick tme. Like everyone else they wanted
s ot of the way. A troop train awaited us at Calais and we
were ol into the might. Dawn had scarcely broken as we
halted m the sidmgs of Ammentidees, the nonmal stopping
place tor the change of engines or re-Tuclling, We were told
there would be a two-hour wait, Carringe doors Dlew open,
a mass of khoaki de-tenined and were over the fenee and
across the road 1o the cales, where the localy were sl
celebrating from the previous day, Toasts were drunk and
we danced with the ovdemaiselles of Armentiéres as they
celebrmed their liberation Shouts of AN aboard” cansed o
seramible back owver e fenve o cateh the trin as it slowly
drew away, with everyone happy thit we's celebrated VI
Day, albeit o day loe!

Pat Middleton and sad times on Merseyside.

I s 18 months old when the war started, My Dad was
one ol the Girst o be called up becawse he hid been in the
Pervitorial Army. We lived in Wallasey, just over the
Mersey trom the Liverpool Docks, My very Tirst memuory
s ol sitimg onomy Mum's knee under the stairs listening 1
the Boanbs falling. My Mum was holding me and rocking
me buckwards and forwards and | had my eves so tightly
chosed 1 eould see coloured lights,

Adter Dunkark my D 's repiment wis stationed for ashont
while on Lord Bingley's Estate i acsmall village in York-
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shire called Brambam. Muoy and Dwent to stay there and
we had a room inone of the cotlapes. We were called
evacuees. The village people did not like it when one of
the evacuces won Girst prize at the whist drive, We kept
poing back i Wallusey when things ‘quictened down',

My Grandad and Nanna lived close toous in Wallasey,
Grandad's first war had been the Boar War, he had
medals and a letter of commendation Trom his Com-
manding Officer. Grondad was o Monager w0 *the mill®,
Vermon's | lour Mill down on the Wallisey ducks, My
Mum's twin sister Lily, and her new hsband Jime also
Bived clise toous, Jimwas nob catled up because of his
o, he was o printer on the Liverpool Leho, On 2181
December 1940 1aly and Jim were paing dancing with
sonme Irsends ot the Tower Bnllroom in New Brighton,
on the wary there they popped in to see Grandad. Nanna
had come up 1o Yorkshire 1o stay with Mum and |
While Lily and Jim were with Grandud the air rnd siren
started so they all went under the stwirs untl the rd was
over. That is where they were when the bomb hit the
house. Grandad was 62 and Lily and Jim were boih 27,

Mum and Nanna had a telegram on Chrstmas Day (o
say they had all been Killed, and we went straight back
to Williasey . The house was Tooted belore we amived so
Nunna lest her engagement cing and her pearls os well
Sy Mothier remembers the funeral, theee colling drped
in the Union Flag, but the grave diggers were so busy
they hid opened the wrong grave, soohe funeral proces-
shon Bl to st untal the oghit one had been opened. 422
civilians were kitled on Mersesside during that one rd,

When the war ended Dad came home, During one of his
battles Die hod lost an eye because of o bomb blast,
However he went Back to his ald joby in the Post Oftice,
A few years later the sight in has other eve went and
although he had several operations e wis Blind for the
rest of his lite and u S0 Dunstaner,

Mewre of vonr storics next tme = i vine will Kify
orhfiyre, el ax (Yours i hopwe <Fad §
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